
 

 
 

July 16, 2017   
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  
 

(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.      

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Most merciful God,             

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
  

GATHERING SONG   LBW # 499    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

Let us pray. O God, you never undermine your purpose, as you perfectly provide for all that you create. Remove from our 

way all that is harmful and give us what will profit that we may share in your invincible grace; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  



(we sit) 

 
CHILDREN’S WELCOME SONG       “We’re All Friends!”   (sung by the congregation) 
 We’re all friends! Everybody sing! Loving and forgiving every day!  

 We’re all friends! Everybody sing! God made us special in many ways! 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (then children 2nd grade and younger may attend Children’s Church) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 55:10-13 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the 

chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to 

the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the 

blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O 

prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM  65: (1-8) 9-13   (read responsively) 
 

1I will exalt you, O God my King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
  2Every day will I bless you and praise your Name forever and ever. 

 
3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; there is no end to his greatness. 
  4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power. 

 
5I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
  6They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will tell of your greatness. 

 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
  8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 
9The Lord is loving to everyone and his compassion is over all his works. 
  10All your works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you 

 
11They make known the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power; 
  12That the peoples may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  14The Lord is faithful in all his words and merciful in all his deeds. 

 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING       Roman 8:12-17 
 
14For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15For I do not understand my own actions. For 

I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is 

good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 

is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 

dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of 

God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 



 

(we stand) 

 
GOSPEL HYMN      “Before You, Lord, We Bow”   
 Before you, Lord, we bow, our God who reigns above and rules the world below, boundless in pow’r and love. 

 Our thanks we bring in joy and praise, our hearts we raise to you, our king! 
 

GOSPEL     Matthew  13:1-9, 18-23 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
       
25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 

wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 

I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise to you, O Christ!  
(we sit)                          

 

SERMON                                      Pastor Ken Reed 
  

SONG OF THE DAY   OFH # 57  “The Old Rugged Cross”  
                                                         

PRAYERS & APOSTLES' CREED                                                              
 

In the tender compassion of our God, let us pray.  

 for the people of this congregation…   God of new life. Hear our Prayer. 

 for those who suffer and are need of healing… God of new life. Hear our Prayer. 

 for this community…    God of new life. Hear our Prayer. 

 for our nation and the world…   God of new life. Hear our Prayer. 

 for the Christian church…    God of new life. Hear our Prayer. 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us into safety to this new day. Preserve us with your mighty power, that 

we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose. Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.      

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

                         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

OFFERING 
 

8:30 a.m.    Special Music     Hubert Ray Adams 
11:00 a.m. ANTHEM  “The Holy Hills of Heaven Call Me  Chancel Quartet 
    (Ray Ritchie, Melinda Dabbs, Miriam Lowery, Vinnie Duncan) 
 

 

 

(we stand) 
 

OFFERTORY  



 Come, you thankful people come;  Raise the song of harvest home. All is safely gathered in;   

Ere the winter storms begin. God, our maker does provide;  For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come;  Raise the song of harvest home.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of all creation, 

We praise you for all the wonders you have made, and for your all-sustaining care. Receive our offerings 

this morning from our thankful hearts, and may our lives reflect the goodness and love shown in your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 

reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 

all. 

 Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 

cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 (we sit) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    LBW # 212   “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 

(we stand)  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word 

take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG      LBW # 501  “He Leadeth Me”   
       

BENEDICTION & SENDING           
May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace.  

Amen.  

Go in peace. And serve the risen Lord!  
 We will! Thanks be to God! 

 


	THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

