
 

 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
July 22, 2018 + Ninth Sunday after Pentecost + 8:30/11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

We gather this morning in the name of the Father (+), the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us 

the power of your love, that, attentive to your word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness and grow into the 

fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another: 
 

(we pause to reflect upon our sins and our need for forgiveness) 
 

Gracious God, 

Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left  

undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we might live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 

glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, and strengthen you in all 

goodness. And by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

       

GATHERING SONG   CEL # 403   “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 
 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.   



 

 

Let us pray. Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble servants.  
Hear our petitions. In all things, help us to ask for what will please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen.  
 

(we sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S WELCOME SONG      “We Are Friends”   (sung by the congregation) 
We’re all friends! Everybody sing! Loving and forgiving every day! 
We’re all friends! Everybody sing! God made us special in many ways! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (then children 2nd grade and younger may attend Children’s Church) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Jeremiah 23:1-6        
1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the 

Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven 

them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the Lord.  
 
3Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back 

to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall 

fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord.  
 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 

king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  23   (read together) 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm 

  
(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL HYMN  (11:00am)     CEL # 425  “Bind Us Together”     
Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together with love. 

There is only one God, There is only one King, There is only one body; That is why we can sing. 
 

GOSPEL     Mark 6:30-44         
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31And he said to them, “Come away by 

yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 
32And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, 

and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them.  



 

 

34When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is 

a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy 

themselves something to eat.”  

37But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred 

denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” 

And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on 

the green grass. 40So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.  

41And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave 

them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were 

satisfied. 43And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves were 

five thousand men. 

The Gospel of the Lord!            

  Praise to you, O Christ!  

(we sit)              
  

SERMON                                         “What’s in Your Wallet”                         Pastor Ken Reed 
 “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him,  

“Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?”  
And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” (Mark 6:37-38) 

 

SONG OF THE DAY   LBW # 451   “The Lord’s My Shepherd”    

 

PRAYERS         

(after each petition) Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray these and all things in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

 Amen. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

               He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

ANTHEM  (8:30am)     Special Music 
ANTHEM  (11:00am)     “What A Lovely Name”  Chancel Choir 
 

(we stand)  
 

OFFERTORY  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of all creation, 

We praise you for all the wonders you have made, and for your all-sustaining care. Receive our offerings 

this morning from our thankful hearts, and may our lives reflect the goodness and love shown in your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

 Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 

cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit 

of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 

 (we sit) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN     CEL # 410  “Standing on the Promises”   
 

(we stand)  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word 

take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

 Amen.       
 

SENDING SONG     LBW # 369  “The Church’s One Foundation”  
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING           

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, in the name of the Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit.  

AMEN. 

Go in peace. And proclaim the risen Christ! 
      WE WILL! THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

This Week’s Activities and Events 

 
Sunday,  July 22 
8:30am  Early Worship Service  
9:15am Fellowship Time—Men’s & Women’s Class 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
  
Monday,  July 23 
11:30am Joyful Movement  
12:30pm Heart Healthy Lunch 
1:00pm Program 
  
 Tuesday,  July 24 
6:00pm Executive Committee Meeting 
 

 Wednesday,  July 25 
11:30am Joyful Movement  
12:30pm Heart Healthy Lunch 
12:50pm Bible Study-Prayer (part 2) 
5:45-6:30pm VBS Meal 
6:30-8:30pm VBS Music and youth classes 
7:00pm VBS Adult class 
 

Thursday, July 26 
11:30am Joyful Movement  
12:30pm Heart Healthy Lunch 
1:00pm Bingo 
 

Sunday,  July 29 
8:30am  Early Worship Service  
9:15am Fellowship Time—Council 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
  
 
 
 
 
 

   This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

 

July 15, 2018 
 

Needed weekly to cover 2018 budget:  $6,547.29 
 

 Attendance       Received  
11:00am  Worship Service   108 
8:30am  Worship Service     50 
Sunday School   102 $      105.00 
General Fund           $ 4,971.00 
Building & Improvement Fund  $  220.00 
Bus Fund           $ 0.00 
Specials and Memorial           $  185.00 
Use of Facilities           $ 40.00 
Good Shepherd Fund  $ 0.00 
      

              Received Year to Date  $ 181,155.02 
 Needed Year to Date  $ 182,156.24 
 SHORTAGE                       ($    1,001.22) 

This Week’s Birthdays 
 
 

Lily Lanning  7/23        Mackenzie Dabbs  7/28 
Chandler Corriher  7/23       Frankie Freeze  7/28 
Harold Cline  7/24 
Bernice Trexler  7/24 
Katherine Starnes  7/25 
Reagan Waller  7/27 
Garry Sechler  7/27 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church  

185 Concordia Church Road - China Grove, NC 28023   
   

concordia185@gmail.com                            
concordia-lutheran.org      

July 22, 2018 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in 
loving honor and memory of Bob Curlee’s 66th birthday by 
Judy.  

 

Pastor  Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (ext. 2)      kenreed803@gmail.com           
Visitation Pastor  Rev. Dr. Larry Bost 
704-213-3257          lwbost@earthlink.net 
Faith Comm. Nurse  Shirley Allen 
704-857-2163 (ext. 3)              Shirley.Allen@AtriumHealth.org  
Admin. Assistant  Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (ext. 1)        concordia185@gmail.com 

Director of Music  Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663      karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
Pianist and Organist  Ricky Sharp 
704-609-1110      rickysharp@yahoo.com 
8:30am Service Pianist  Terri Wing 
704-857-3569      terri_wing@yahoo.com 
Council Vice-Pres.  Vinnie Duncan   
919-649-9420                            vinniek54@gmail.com 
 

This Week’s Altar Flowers 

Pastor Ken’s Summer Schedule 

Thank you to the Church Council for allowing me to bundle time for 
vacation and continuing education this summer, along with time for 
personal and spiritual renewal. In my Letter of Call, Concordia allows 
me several weeks per year for continuing education. I will use this 
time for personal Bible study, prayer and discipleship training. Most 
of my vacation will include valuable time with my family with two trips 
out of town and a much needed opportunity for refreshment and 
renewal for ministry. Also, I will begin a faith-based writing project 

that I have been planning for several years.   

 June 18-23 Continuing Education        
 June 24-July 2 Vacation   
 Aug  4-19  Vacation   

 Aug 20-27 Continuing Education             

Thanks to Pastor Bost, Faith Community Nurse Shirley Allen and all 

those who will be assisting in my ministry tasks during these dates.  

 

VIEW CONCORDIA’S 11:00 AM SERVICES AT 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

JOIN OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AT 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran Church”) 

 
CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 

www.concordia-lutheran.org 
 

CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 
concordia185@gmail.com 
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Active Military 

 
 

 

  Drew Ashley 

       (Cpl US Marine Corps, Okinawa,  

        Nephew of Mike & Lisa Ashley) 
 

 

  Jason Ciscel  
       (Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Moody Air 

       Force Base, Georgia, Husband of  

       Teresa Rosas Ciscel) 
 

 

  Trent Fisher  
     (Staff Sgt., US Air Force Maryland,  

     Nephew of David Fisher) 
 

 

Willis Hobbs 
     (US Army, South Korea) 

New address: 

PV2 Hobbs 

HHC 2ID SBDE 

UNIT 15476 BOX 205 

APO AP 96260-5476 
 

 

Justin  Holt, 
      Captain US Army, Fort Campbell, 

 KY  (Grandson of  Evelyn Karriker) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
     (Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, 

     Washington DC)     
 

 

Nathaniel Faggart  
      (Major, Air Force, Brother of   

      Jonathan Faggart) 
 

 

Christopher Overcash  
      (US Army, UNCC ROTC) 

In-Patient Care 

 

Cody Bates 

         (Pierced Ministries, High Point, NC) 
 

David Fisher 

         (Lutheran Home, Salisbury) 
 

Mildred Wise 

 (Rowan Regional, Salisbury) 

 
 

Recovery Care, Assisted &  

Independent Living 

  

Eloise Bebber  

 (Best of Care, Kannapolis) 
 

Judy Curlee 

 (Caremoor, Kannapolis) 
 

David and Gail Fisher 

 (Oak Park Retirement, Salisbury) 
 

Martha Ritchie 

 (Caremoor, Kannapolis) 
 

Jeffrey Roberts 

 (Kannon Creek, Kannapolis) 
 

Duane Wood  

 (Kannon Creek, Kannapolis) 

 Family & Friends   

Please contact the church office if a 

name needs to remain on this list 

beyond 60 days. 

 
 

Family of  Sidney Albright        7/15/18 

 (Friend of the Community) 

 

Family of Ralph Barnhardt       7/15/18 

 (Brother-in-law of Joe Allen) 

 

Ruth Barnhardt               7/1/18 

 (Mother of Carol Barnhardt) 

 

Scott  Brady             7/15/18 

 (Friend of Community) 

 

Steve Carpenter            7/22/18    

 (Friend of Debbie Osmon) 

 

Ethel Comer                               7/1/18 

 (Mother of Kittie McLaughlin) 
 

Will Fesperman               5/1/18 

 (Brother of Ben Fesperman)  
 

Martha Lewis                7/1/18 

      (Mother of Patrice Smith,  

      Brookview Living Center, Gaffney, SC) 

 

Family of Michelle Lipe          6/24/18 

 

Family of James “Rebel” Harold Lowe 

 (Friend of Community)         6/3/18 

 

Polly McLaughlin             7/22/18 

 (Aunt of Margie Baucom) 

 

Pam Morgan              7/1/18 

 (Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 

 

Ralph Overcash           7/22/18 

 (Friend of the Community) 

 

John Steele              7/8/18 

 (Friend of the Community) 

 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

 

 

Donna Taylor            7/15/18 

 (Daughter of Ben Fesperman) 

 

Barbara Hager,  Donnie &       5/7/18 

Wanda Hager, Nancy Pinkston,  

Nancy & Kent Martin 

 (Family of Bernice Trexler) 

    

 

Members at home and special concerns 

 

Joe Allen 

Kess Beaver 

Jack Blalock 

Frankie Freeze 

Kenneth Galloway 

Mabel Galloway 

Jan Garver 

Leila Hobbs 

Carolyn Howell 

Coyt Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

 

  

 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Judy Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr.  

Zach Smith  

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
          

 

     

Amazing Grace Circle  -  Meets the first Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00pm 

 

Friends in Fellowship Circle  -  Meets the first Thursday 

of the month at 7:00pm 
  

Jul Flowers Fellowship 

Time 

Front Porch 

Visits 

Nursery Children’s 

Church 

8:30am 

Communion 

Servers 

11:00am 

Communion Servers 

1 Zinda 

Nesbitt 

Pathfinder’s 

Class 

Joe & Shirley 

Allen 

Ryan & 

Christy Yost 

Daniel  

Overcash 

Eddie Starnes  

and Family 

Henry Goodnight, Melvin/

Brenda McAlister 

8 Sarah 

Brandt 

Friendship 

Class 

Mike &  

Susanne  

Bebber 

Ryan & 

Christy Yost 

  Coyt Karriker 

and Family 

Scott/Debi Overcash, Hilda 

Goodnight 

15 Laura 

Lumpkin 

Friendship 

Class 

Gary & Robin 

McLaughlin 

Ryan & 

Christy Yost 

Jordan  

Honbarger 

Nelsie Lawing 

and Family 

Henry Goodnight, Melvin/

Brenda McAlister 

22 Judy Curlee Men’s & 

Women’s 

Class 

Cam & Susan 

Stubbs 

Ryan & 

Christy Yost 

Amanda  

Faggart 

Lisa Adams 

and Family 

Scott/Debi Overcash, Hilda 

Goodnight 

 29 Melinda 

Dabbs 

 Council-Jan 

Williams 

Jason & Jenni  

Ritchie 

Sheri & Jill 

Foster 

Sarah Wells Tim Beaver 

and Family 

Tony Brown, Omar Williams, 

Lisa Ashley 

Table Set-up Team—Joe Allen (Team Leader), Chip Brandt, Alex Bostian, Mike Lowery, Jay Ernst, Jerry Beaver  

MINISTRY RESPONSIBLITIES FOR JULY 

8:30am Worship Service     

Ushers & Greeters Acolyte Bible Bearer  Council Member 

 Tim and Jutta Beaver  Shianne Beaver  Brooklyn Greene  Tim Beaver 

      

11:00am Worship Service Elevator Lay Reader Announcements Adult SS Leader 

Ushers  Ronnie Baucom Vinnie Duncan Henry Goodnight  Brenda Karriker 

 Alan Morrison (Head)     

 Eddie Ritchie Acolyte Banner Bearer Greeters Offering Counters 

  Joey Ashley Ansley Guy Reagan Waller Nathan/Sarah Wells  Bill Waller 

  Tommy Schenck   Melvin/Brenda McAlister Karen Smith 

  Philip Duncan Bible Bearer Crucifer Mike/Lisa Ashley Robin McLaughlin 

 Abby Faggart Audrey Faggart                     

WORSHIP SERVICE RESPONSIBILITES FOR JULY 

VBS ACTIVITY ROOM  is set up in the  

Friendship Classroom for children to enjoy crafts and 

games. We need each child to be signed in at this time. 

Please also remember to sign your child out in their  

classroom each night.  Only an adult can sign children in 

and out. No children may be dismissed with another child. 

Please help us ensure the safety of our children.  

 

WEDNESDAYS DURING VBS we will be collecting 

juice boxes and laundry detergent pods for the Ronald 

McDonald House in Charlotte. 

 



 

 

Receiving Holy Communion:  Those who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ, 

crucified and risen, is truly present in, with, and under the forms of bread and wine 

for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 

Please let the pastor or communion server know you wish to receive this gift of life 

by holding your open hands toward the cup. We encourage you to bring forward 

young children for a blessing. The sign for a blessing is folded hands. As you come 

forward, receive the bread, move to one of the cupbearers and dip the bread into the 

wine, then partake. Then return to your pew for prayer. 

Welcome to those  

visiting with us.   

Please take a moment to sign 

the pew registers so we can 

welcome you by name. Thank 

you for choosing Concordia as 

your place of worship this 

morning.  

OFFERING ENVELOPES: If you are normally using  

the pew envelopes or placing your offering check in the  

offering plate and wish not to receive a set of envelopes  

next year. Contact Debby -concordia185@gmail.com  or  

let Vinnie Duncan by Sunday, July 29.     

FEED THE HUNGER PACK-A-THON  on Friday,  

August 10 from 6:30-8:30 in Burlington, NC  We can car 

pool or take the church bus.  Mark your calendar now and  

let Sarah(704-857-4989) or Debby know if you plan to go.  

Donations are appreciated but not required.  

INVITATION TO PRAY: 3-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

Pastor Ken will be leading a weekly bible study in July 

for adults (in the Family Life Center). 

 

Wednesdays, 12:50pm (following Lunch Bunch meal) 
 

 

July 25 Prayer (part 2): “When to Pray” 
 

Aug 1   Prayer (part 3): “Formal and Informal” 

ADULT VBS CLASSES 

During Vacation Bible School all adults are invited as each 

guest will teach on each week’s topic and bible passage. 

Please bring your bibles. 
 

Wednesdays, 7:00pm (in the Sanctuary) 
 

July 25    Jordan Davis (vicar/intern, Organ Lutheran  

                                      Church) 

Aug 1      Joe Allen (Gideons International, Concordia) 

HOT DOGS!!!!   FOR MAIN STREET MISSION  

On Sunday, July 29, please bring hot dogs in one pound 

packs.  MSM will provide two large coolers that morning. 

If you prefer to bring items prior to July 29, please bring 

canned meats (tuna, chicken, SPAM) or peanut butter. 

5TH ANNUAL DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL is a great 

family friendly event. July 28 from 9am-4pmThe Festival 

will be held at the Rowan Shine Club on High Rock Lake.  

Admission is free, but please bring a lawn chair or blanket. 

Food will be available for purchase and you are asked not  

to bring coolers. www.RowanChamberDragonBoat.org. 

THANK YOU for the wonderful funeral meal. It was a 

blessing to sit and relax and tell stories about my dad while 

enjoying such delicious food.   Ginger Ensor (daughter of 

Everette Karriker). 

 FROM PASTOR KEN: I was deeply moved by your  

affirmation of my 15 years of ministry at Vacation Bible 

School, July 8th. I give God the glory that, through us all, 

God has and will continue to grow discipleship in this place. 

I hope that you and I may continue to challenge and hold 

each other accountable as we remain centered in God's Word 

and Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. As long as the Holy 

Spirit sees our ministry partnership as mutually healthy, 

faithful and viable, I look forward to what God has planned 

for Concordia.  
 

On a personal note, when I arrived here in 2003, my sons 

Alex and Kurtis were ages 7 and 6. Now they are 22 and 21 

years old. And we added Jack in 2004, who is now 13. Also 

upon our arrival at Concordia, Leslie and I celebrated our 

12th wedding anniversary. And last week we marked 27 

years of marriage. (Gosh, I hope my math is right!) The  

majority of our life as a family has been here among you. 

Your kindness and graciousness continue to warm our  

family's heart.  
 

Finally, I can't thank you enough for providing the parsonage 

that has been our home, the generous compensation and 

benefits you provide me, and the numerous graces Concordia 

provides that cannot be counted in our annual budget. I  

consider myself fortunate to be here fulfilling God's call to 

ministry. I attended a Paul McCartney concert (formerly of 

the Beatles) years ago, and his quote that evening rings true 

still today. He said to the audience, "This is a good place to 

be!" May it continue to be so for us all. 

PRAYERS OF COMFORT AND CONSOLATION TO 

Joe Allen and his sister Karen at the death of Joe's  

brother-in-law, Ralph Barnhardt on July 10th in Colorado. 

We give thanks to God that Joe and Shirley's travels were 

safe as they went to spend time with their family. Mr. 

Barnhardt's memorial. service was held in Colorado on 

Tuesday, July 17th.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Pastor Ken and Leslie as they 

celebrated their 27th wedding anniversary on July 20th.  

Wishing you many more happy years. 

mailto:concordia185@gmail.com
http://www.rowanchamberdragonboat.org/

