
 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00a.m. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand) 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT  
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. light no darkness can overcome. 

Be with us Lord, for it is morning. And the day has just begun. 

Let your light scatter the darkness. And illumine your church. 

Joyous light of glory: of the immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to this new day, and we look to you as the light of our lives. 

We sing to God, the Father (+), Son and Holy Spirit: 

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life: The Universe proclaims your glory. Amen. 
 

(a reading from the prophet Isaiah, the seventh chapter) 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But 

Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the 

land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your 

father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah — the king of Assyria!” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN (Green Hymnal # 36)   “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. With your great might, give us your help. May whatever is hindered 

by our sins be accomplished by your grace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 
(we sit) 

 
SONG FOR BAPTISM (verse 1, “Jesus Loves Me”)  

Jesus loves me this I know; for the bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The bible tells me so! 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Kathleen Grace Yost 
 

(Pastor) In holy baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us to the death and  

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of baptism we are reborn 

children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the church which is 

the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 

Christy and Ryan, trusting in God‟s grace and love, do you desire to have Kathleen Grace baptized? 

(parents) I do. 
 

PRESENTATION 
As you present Kathleen Grace for baptism in Christian love, you are entrusted with gifts & responsibilities:  

LIVE with her among God‟s faithful people,  

BRING her to the services of worship in God‟s house, 

TEACH her the Lord‟s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. 

 

As Kathleen Grace grows in years, you should: PLACE in her hands the Holy Scriptures, PROVIDE for her instruction 

in the Christian faith, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the 

world God made, and lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.  Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

 (parents) I do. 

 

Family and friends, do you promise to nurture Kathleen Grace in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God‟s 

Spirit, help her live in the covenant of baptism, support and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

(congregation) We do. 
 

RENUNCIATION OF EVIL (for the parents) 

I ask you profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?      

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

In faith, I turn to Christ. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH (for the family and congregation) 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 



 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters and you created the world by your 

Word, calling forth life in which you took delight.   
 

Through water you led your people Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. In the waters of the 

Jordan Jesus was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus‟ death and resurrection 

you delivered us from the power of sin and death, and set us free to live in you. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon this water and upon Kathleen Grace who is washed in it, that she may be given new life. To 

you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
Kathleen Grace, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

And of the Son, 

And of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, and the spirit of mercy. 

Amen! 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 

birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

(the presiding minister lays both hands on the head of the newly baptized person and prays for each)        
 

Sustain Kathleen Grace with the gift of your Holy Spirit:       

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SEALING WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS and ANOINTING WITH OIL. 
Kathleen Grace, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit, and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE BAPTISMAL CANDLE 
(a lighted candle, given to the newly baptized, connects the death & resurrection of Jesus with our baptismal death &

 resurrection to new life) 
 

Let us pray: O God, the giver of life, look with kindness upon this family. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have 

given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for her. Strengthen them in their own baptism, so they 

may share eternally with Kathleen Grace the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
  



 

 

PRESENTATION and WELCOME (the pastor presents the newly baptized to the congregation) 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ,  

a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look  

upon you with favor (+), and give you his peace. 

 Amen. 
 

SONG FOR BAPTISM (verse 2, “Jesus Loves Me”)   
Jesus loves me he who died; heaven’s gate to open wide.  

He will wash away my sin; let his little child come in. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The bible tells me so! 
 

PSALM 24    (read responsively) 

1The earth is the Lord‟s and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein. 
   2For it is he who founded it upon the seas 

   and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
 

3“Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? And who can stand in his holy place?” 
   4“Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 

   who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, nor sworn by what is a fraud. 
 

5They shall receive a blessing from the Lord and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 
   6Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

   of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
 

7Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
   8“Who is this King of glory?” 

   “The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.” 
 

9Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
   10“Who is he, this King of glory?” 

   “The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.” 
 

Here ends the reading of the psalm.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Jeremiah 1:4-8 
4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 

born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know 

how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, „I am only a youth‟; for to all to whom I 

send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak.8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to  

deliver you, declares the LORD.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
(we stand) 

    

GOSPEL HYMN (11:00am) (Celebration Hymnal)  # 243  “Emmanuel”     (sung by congregation)  
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel; 

God with us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

GOSPEL     Matthew 1:18-25 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 

 Thanks be to you, O Lord. 
 
18The birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 

put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord  

appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is  



 

 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his  

people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a 

son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
(we sit) 
 

SERMON  “Bring Me to Life”  Pastor Ken Reed 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.(Matthew 1:21)Before I formed you 

in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 
 

HYMN (Celebration Hymnal #240)   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
O Lord, our world is broken, O Lord, we are weak. 

 Come and be our mighty Lord. 

O Lord, it is dark. O Lord, we crave your presence. 

Come and be our Light of day. 
O Lord, there is war and confusion. 

Come and be our King of peace, our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you. 
 

(prayer petitions are offered) 
  

Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through  

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

 is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM/MUSIC 

 

(we stand) 
 

DOXOLOGY & OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Good and loving God,  

 We offer you our hearts, our lives, and our trust; All that we have comes from you. 

 We offer you our tithes, our gifts, and our love; Receive our thanks for all you do. Amen. 
 

HYMN (Celebration Hymnal # 688)   “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace. 

Amen. 
Go in peace and be joyful. The return of Christ is near!        

 We will!  Thanks be to God!          

POSTLUDE 



 

 

This Week’s Activities & Events 

Sunday,  December 22 
8:30am Early Worship Service 
9:15am Fellowship Time—Men’s & Women’s Class 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship Service 
6:30pm Small Group Rehearsal & Christmas Eve  
 Practice in the Sanctuary 
  

Monday,  December 23 
NO  Joyful Movement or Lunch Bunch 
 

Tuesday,  December 24 
NO Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
7:00pm Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 

Wednesday,  December 25 
NO  Joyful Movement or Lunch Bunch 
 

Sunday,  December 29 
8:30am Early Worship Service 
9:15am Fellowship Time—Council  
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship Service 
NO  Chancel Choir-Small Group Rehearsal or Choir Practice 
  

 

 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

December 15, 2019  
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2019 budget:  $6,262.73 
 

 Attendance       Received  
11:00am  Worship Service     270 
8:30am  Worship Service       - 
Sunday School     106 $      72.05 
General Fund           $  3,780.00 
General Fund- online offering  $ 0.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  100.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  720.00 
Bus Fund           $ 0.00 
Use of facilities  $ 100.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  160.00 

 

 Received Year to Date  $ 334,129.55 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 333,322.40 

                Difference                           + $       807.15 

 

Dec 22, 2020 

 
Concordia Lutheran Church  
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Visitation Pastor   Rev. Dr. Larry Bost 
704-213-3257           lwbost@earthlink.net 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of the  

baptism of our miracle, Kathleen Grace, and big cousin, Olivia’s, 3rd 

birthday!  Ryan and Christy Yost 

  

This Week’s Birthdays 

Susan Clark  12/22 
Jason Ritchie  12/23 
Jill Earnhardt  12/24 
 

Andy Houck  12/25 
Henry Starnes  12/28 
  
 

Join our Facebook page. www.facebook.com  
search Concordia Lutheran Church, China 
Grove 

 
For announcements, bulletins and more  
information: www.concordia-lutheran.org. 
 

Contact the office and join our email list for 
announcements: concordia185 @gmail.com 

 

                         Office  Hours 

Faith Community Nurse  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant  

Monday-Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

Office hours the week of Christmas: 
 

Pastor Ken will be out of the office December 25—30. 
 

Hollie Hutchens, Faith Community Nurse will be out of the 

office Dec 24 and 25 
 

Church Office will be closed December 25—27 



 

 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, 

Husband of Teresa Rosas Ciscel) 

 

Trent Fisher  
(Staff Sgt., US Air Force Maryland, Nephew of 

Gail Fisher) 
 

Willis Hobbs  
(US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Justin Holt 
(Captain US Army, Fort Campbell, KY) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. 

Fort Bragg NC. Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

In-Patient, Recovery and 

Assisted Care 

 

Paul Campbell 

(Tucker Hospice, Kannapolis) 

Jeffrey Roberts 

(Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Duane Wood  

(Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

 

 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a 

name on this list beyond 60 days. 
 

 

 

Julie Allen                             10/22/19 

(Niece of Joe Allen) 
 

Karen Barnhardt                    10/22/19 

(Sister of Joe Allen) 
 

Lois Bennick                            10/1/19 

(Grandmother of Che Morrison) 
 

Andy Fesperman                    10/22/19 

(Son of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Will Fesperman                      10/22/19 

(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Lauren Gilliams         12/22/19 
 

Gene Hobbs                           11/10/19 

(Husband of Leila Hobbs) 
 

Jim Karriker                           10/27/19 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Amy McClure               11/22/19 

(Friend of Katrina Brown) 
 

 

Todd Overcash                       12/15/19 

(Son-in-law of Ivan and Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Mike Schwartz             10/27/19 

(Friend of  the Community) 
 

David Soper                             11/6/19 

(Son-in-law of Dolly Karriker) 
 

Kelly Surratt              12/22/19 

(Niece of Jill Eanrhardt) 
 

Billy Wayne Waller                12/22/19 

(Son of Bill Waller) 
 

Crystal Wing                            12/1/19 

(Daughter-in-law of Terri Wing) 
 

Joann Wingler                        12/15/19 

(Ben Fesperman’s sister) 
 

Joey Wright                            10/27/19 

(Friend of Bo Bost) 
 

Donnie Alderman,  Kent Martin, 

Nancy & Kenneth Martin        9/22/19 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
   

    

 

 

 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Notes 

from  

Pastor Ken 
 

 
WHY ADVENT? 
Advent is a time of preparation for 
Christmas. Not only for the birth of Christ, 
but also the second coming. Hope and 
repentance are the themes (1 Peter 1:13-16, 
2 Peter 3:11-14). 
 
HOW DO WE PREPARE FOR ADVENT?  
By listening to God’s Word, worship and 
receiving Christ in the flesh at Holy 
Communion. 
 
HOW DID THE TRADITION OF ADVENT 
BEGIN?  
Christians in fifth century Western Europe 
prepared for Christmas as time for reflection 
and repentance (such as Lent is the 
preparation for Easter).  
 
WHAT DOES THE WORD “ADVENT” MEAN? 
Advent is derived from the Latin word for 
“coming.” Christ’s first coming was at 
Christmas. And his promised second coming 
will be on the Last Day. 
 
WHAT DO WE HEAR IN THE FOUR SUNDAYS 
OF ADVENT?  
It is customary that the scriptures (and 
hymns) in Advent include: the Old Testament 
prophets that proclaim the coming of the 
Messiah, the angelic messages to Mary and 
Joseph, along with the anticipation and firm 
promise of his return on the Last Day 
 
(Titus 2:11-12) For the grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared to all people, 
teaching us that denying godliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in the present age... 
 

Members at home and  

special concerns 
 

Guy Beaver 

Leonard Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Judy Curlee 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

       Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Donna Morrison 

 

 

William Morrison 

Comeleta Overcash 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay Ritchie 

Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr.  

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      
   

        

 

     

 

  

Amazing Grace Circle  - Meet Tuesday, January 7th at 7:00pm 

in the Parlor 
 

Hostess– Judy Haire 
Program– Jan Williams 

Friends in Fellowship Circle  - Meet Thursday, January 9 at 

7:00pm in the Parlor 
 

Hostess-Delana Davis 
Program-Miriam Lowery 

Table Set-up Team—  Marc Clark (Team Leader), Mike Ashley, Cam Stubbs, Dale Phillips, Kenny Dabbs, Jonathan Ellsworth,  
   Robert Onesios  

MINISTRY RESPONSIBLITIES FOR JANUARY 

8:30am Worship Service     

Ushers & Greeters Acolyte    Council Member 

Bob/Coleen Kerr  Shianne Beaver     Vinnie Duncan 

 
    

11:00am Worship Service Elevator Lay Reader Adult SS Leader Announcements 

Ushers  Jason Ritchie Debbie Shepherd  Delana Davis  Vinnie Duncan 

 Nathan Wells (Head)     

 Omar Williams Acolyte Banner Bearer Greeters Offering Counters 

  Jenni Ritchie  Ansley Guy  Ty Lowery  Johnny Cozart   

 Johnny Karriker    Belinda Cozart   

  Derry Brown Bible Bearer Crucifer      

  Sutherlyn Guy  Jack Reed                      

WORSHIP SERVICE RESPONSIBILITES FOR JANUARY 

11:00am Communion-Set up and Clean up—  

Jan 

 

Flowers Fellowship  

Time 

Front Porch 

Visitors 

Children’s 

Church 

8:30am 

Communion 

11:00am Communion 

5 
 

 Pathfinder’s 
Class 

Gary/Robin 
McLaughlin 

Sarah Wells Mike/Lisa  
Ashley 

Pastor Ken, Jason and Ashley  
Fisher 

12 
 

Zinda Nesbitt Friendship  
Class 

Mike/Susanne 
Bebber 

Lani Earnhardt Eddie/Elizabeth 
Ritchie 

Pastor Ken, Tony Brown, Omar 
Williams, Kenny Dabbs 

19 Zinda Nesbitt Friendship  
Class 

Randy/Ginger 
Overcash 

 Darren/Julie 
Corriher 

Pastor Ken, Jason and Ashley  
Fisher 

26 
 

 Men’s & 
Women’s  

Margie Baucom  Starnes Family Pastor Ken, Tony Brown, Omar 
Williams, Kenny Dabbs 

 
 

      



 

 

December is  
“STEP UP” and “CATCH UP” 

Month 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

2019 was a great year. And we give God the glory for Christ’s mission here at Concordia. 
Please consider a “STEP UP” in your offerings in thanks to God.   

And, “CATCH UP” if you’ve missed a Sunday this year. 
 

JANUARY WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today‟s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

COUNCIL MINUTES for the December 8 meeting are  

available on the table near the elevator. 

ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS. If you are interested in making 

contributions in this manner, please contact Kittie McLaughlin 

704-213-3854 or kittiemclaughlin@gmail.com. 

WELCOME VISITORS:  

Please take a moment to sign the pew registers so we can  

welcome you by name. Thank you for choosing Concordia  

as your place of worship this morning.                                

                     

DECEMBER 

Dec 22 & 29 NO youth 

ARE YOU 70 1/2 AND HAVE AN IRA? 

Taxpayers over the age of 70 1/2 are allowed to make tax-free  

withdrawals up to $100,000 from an IRA when the  

withdrawals go directly to a qualified charity/non-profit  

organization (ex. Concordia Lutheran Church). Contact your  

IRA institution for more information or Kittie McLaughlin at  

704-213-3854 or kittiemclaughlin@gmail.com. 

NEW PIANO/ORGAN: Pledges are still needed! Need a 

pledge card??  Check the pew register and mail your pledge 

card to Lisa Ashley at 1600 Millbridge Road, China Grove, 

NC 28023. 
  

LUNCH BUNCH SCHEDULE: There will be NO Joyful 

Movement or Lunch Bunch on Dec 23, 25, 30, and Jan 1. 
 

Fellowship Hall will be open from 11am-12:00pm noon  

on Dec 23 and Dec 30 for everyone to come walk and spend  

time together over the official break. This is available to everyone 

in an effort to continue healthy habits. No food or drinks will be 

provided, please feel free to bring your own.  Contact Hollie 

Hutchens, the Faith Community Nurse for any questions. 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION will be begin in February 

for all 6th, 7th and 8th graders.  

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION sessions for our 

youth will be available in February and March. Youth in  

kindergarten and older are invited. This will be a family class 

so parents/grandparents are also required to attend.  

NURSERY: The nursery will be available by request  

during the 11am Worship Service. Please see an usher and 

they will contact the assigned nursery worker. 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE AND  HEALTH &  

WELLNESS TABLE is set up in back of FLC. All materials  

are free, help yourself. Volunteer sign up sheet available,  

no medical background is required to volunteer with Health &  

Wellness Team.  

2020 YEARBOOK: If you have had an address, email or 

phone number change in the past year, please contact Debby  

at 704-857-2163 or concordia185@gmail.com. 

2020 OFFERING BOXES are available for pick up at the 

back of the FLC.  Questions?? See Kittie McLaughlin or  

Vinnie Duncan. 

KITCHEN REMINDER:  Once your activity has ended, 

please remember to ensure the kitchen is clean, all appliances 

are turned off, and refrigerator, freezer, and ice maker are 

properly closed.    

MAIN STREET MISSION 5TH SUNDAY  

December‟s 5th Sunday collection will be held in January.  

Main Street Mission needs canned meats - tuna, chicken, 

beef stew, etc -to stock their shelves!  Donation table will 

be in place for Sundays - January 5th and 12th.  

AUDIT COMMITTEE will meet on Sunday, January 12. 

All Church treasurers need to have their financial information 

ready to be presented. Call Lisa Ashley if you have  

questions. 



 

 

DO YOU REMEMBER:  Christmas Treat Bags.     

In January of 1935 "the Church Council decided to collect 

one cent for each year of age, not to exceed 35 cents, from 

every member of the church on their birthday or as soon 

after as possible, to be used to purchase a Christmas 

Treet."   Probably, since this was during The Great  

Depression,  the families would have almost a year to make 

their contributions.  In later years a special Sunday School 

Offering would be used to purchase the items.  This  

tradition evolved to a brown paper bag filled with apples, 

oranges, a little box of raisins, candy and a pack of 

gum.  The bags were distributed after church on the Sunday 

before Christmas.  Young and old looked forward to their 

Christmas Bag!  This custom continued until 2004 when 

the price of fruit sky rocketed because of a weather disaster 

in Florida.  So the congregation agreed not to purchase the 

treats but to send the money collected to disaster relief in 

Florida.  Feeling that we should put others first, we decided 

to discontinue the Christmas Treat Bags and found various 

ways to help the less fortunate at  Christmas.   
 

One older gentlemen explained why the Treat Bag was so 

important in those early years:  "For some of us in those 

times that treat bag from church would be the only thing we 

would receive for Christmas. And there would be an orange 

in it!  That would be the only orange we saw or tasted the 

entire year!  Oh how I savored every crumb, every drop of 

juice.   It was like a gift from Heaven.  Even now when I 

take a treat bag home, I will eat that orange with my eyes 

closed and savor every drop and remember with great joy 

how thankful we were for small blessings when we had 

nothing else."    
 

 

A CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY FOR REV. 

CARLIN OURS ON DECEMBER 29.  

Drop-in reception from 4-6:00pm in Organ Lutheran  

Fellowship Hall. Contact Debby at 704-857-2163 or  

concordia185@gmail.com. to sign up or call Jordan Cress  

at 704-213-5367. 

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE JANUARY 12TH— 

In memory of Jo Starnes and Jimmy Ritchie.  

In the Family Life Center from 12:30 - 4:30.  - Mark your 

calendar and spread the word to family and friends outside 

of Concordia.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 

board outside the FLC  in the next week or two. A double 

unit machine is suppose to be on site, hopefully two. Any 

questions, contact Lisa Adams.   

  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Volunteers are needed for the 

2020 Children‟s Church ministry.  A sign up sheet is on the 

bulletin board at the back of the FLC or contact Tabatha 

Overcash at tabatha.overcash@gmail.com or 704-223-0025. 
 

8:30am WORSHIP SERVICE is needing Acolytes for the 

months of April, June, and July.  If anyone, young or not so 

young would like to volunteer, please contact Karen Smith. 



 

 



 

 


