CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
FEBRUARY 9, 2020
8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
(we stand)

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who is the light and life of all the ages.
Amen.
Trusting in Jesus Christ, who came to share our humanity and bring light to this broken world, let us come before God
without fear to make our confession.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Comforting God,
We confess before you and in the presence of one another that we are sinners who fail to live as you desire.
So often we place our trust in ourselves and not in you. We do not love each other as you have
commanded. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us. In your boundless patience and mercy,
lead us to live by faith in your promise. Amen.
God's love for us is greater than all our sins. God promises full pardon and complete forgiveness to all who turn from sin
and place their trust in Christ, the light of the world. Hear and believe the good news that all your sins are forgiven. In
the name of the Father (+), Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG

(Celebration hymnal) # 3

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Stand watch over your family, O Lord, that we who depend entirely on your heavenly grace may always be
protected in the mighty fortress of your love; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(we sit)

CHILDREN’S WELCOME SONG
“Jesus Loves Me”
(sung by the congregation)
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; Little ones to Him belong, they are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
CHILDREN’S SERMON (then children 2nd grade and younger may attend Children’s Church)
(we stand)

PSALM 112:1-9

(read responsively)

1

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in his commandments!
2
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3

Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever.
4
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5

It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice.
6
For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.
8
Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.

Here ends the reading of the Psalm.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 58:3-9a
3
―‗Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?‘ Behold,
in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers.4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to
fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high.
5

Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the Lord? 6―Is this not the fast that I
choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke?
7

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to
cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
9
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‗Here I am.‘‖
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(we stand)

GOSPEL HYMN (11:00am)
(Celebration hymnal) # 425
“Bind Us Together”
Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together with love.
There is only one God, there is only one King, there is only one body; That is why we can sing.

GOSPEL

Matthew 5:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13

(Jesus said,) ―You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people‘s feet. 14You are the light of the world. A city set on
a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in
the house.
16

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven. 17Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law
until all is accomplished.
19

Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.‖
The Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!
(we sit)

SERMON

“Looking for My Lost Shaker of Salt”

Pastor Ken Reed

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. Matthew 5:13

SONG OF THE DAY

(Celebration hymnal) # 21

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
In the tender compassion of our God, let us pray.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bring the glory of the risen Lord who makes every day
new.
Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely into this new day. Preserve us with your mighty power, so that
we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
MUSIC (8:30am)
MUSIC (11:00am)
(we stand)

Special Music
Chancel Choir

OFFERTORY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
OFFERTORY & LORD’S PRAYERS
Let us pray. God of all creation, we praise you for all the wonders you have made, and for your all-sustaining care.
Receive our offerings this morning from our thankful hearts, and may our lives reflect the goodness and love shown in
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his
arms to all.
Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us. And grant us peace. Amen.
(we sit)

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(we stand)

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
O Lord, we give you thanks and praise for this sacrament. Strengthen us by the power of this gift, your heavenly food.
Through it, may we all be healed and filled with faith and hope in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

(Celebration hymnal) # 705

“When Peace Like a River (It is Well with My Soul)”

BENEDICTION & SENDING
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace.
Amen.
Go in peace and serve the Lord!
We will! Thanks be to God!
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This Week’s Activities & Events
Sunday, February 9
7:00am
Council
8:30am
Early Worship Service
9:15am
Fellowship Time—Friendship Class
10:00am
Sunday School
11:00am
Worship Service
3:00-4:45pm
Catechism Instruction
5:00-6:15pm
KFC & Luther League –Valentine Banquet
5:30pm
Chancel Choir-Small Group Rehearsal
6:30pm
Chancel Choir Practice
Monday, February 10
11:30am
Joyful Movement
12:30pm
Heart Healthy Lunch
1:00pm
Program
Tuesday, February 11
9:30am
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
6:15pm
Executive Committee
Wednesday, February 12
11:30am
Joyful Movement
12:30pm
Heart Healthy Lunch
1:00pm
Program
Sunday, February 16
8:30am
Early Worship Service
9:15am
Fellowship Time—Friendship Class
10:00am
Sunday School
11:00am
Worship Service
12:00pm
MDA ―Souper‖ Sweetheart Fundraiser
5:00-6:15pm
KFC & Luther League Youth Meetings
5:30pm
Chancel Choir-Small Group Rehearsal
6:30pm
Chancel Choir Practice

Office Hours
Pastor
Tuesday through Sunday

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr.
(Monday, day off)

Faith Community Nurse

Hollie Hutchens

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

8:30am - 3:30pm

Administrative Assistant

Debby Isenhour

Monday through Thursday

8:00am - 12:00pm

Join our Facebook page. www.facebook.com
search Concordia Lutheran Church, China
Grove
For announcements, bulletins and more
information: www.concordia-lutheran.org.
Contact the office and join our email list for
announcements: concordia185 @gmail.com

This Week’s Offerings and Tithes
February 2, 2020
Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget: $6,963.97
Attendance
11:00am Worship Service
187
8:30am Worship Service
Sunday School
104
General Fund
General Fund- online offering (Jan)
Building & Improvement Fund
Specials and Memorials
Bus Fund
Use of facilities
Organ/piano Fund
Cemetery Fund-upkeep 2019 & 2020
Received Year to Date
Needed Year to Date
Difference

Received
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

103.45
5,578.23
3,200.00
80.00
20.00
0.00
0.00
3,880.00
2,500.00

$ 29,137.18
$ 34,273.45

-$

5,136.27

This Week’s Birthdays
Carolyn Michael 2/9
Carolyn Holman 2/9
Jonathan Faggart 2/12
Philip Karriker 2/12

Scotty Diekman 2/13
Lisa Shue 2/13

Today’s Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given to God's glory and in loving memory of
Bill Morrow and in honor of Nelsie and Boyd Smith’s birthdays.

Concordia’s Ministry Team
Pastor
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)
704-796-1764 (cell)

Rev. Ken Reed
kenreed803@gmail.com

Faith Community Nurse
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)
704-762-7389 (cell)

Hollie Hutchens
hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org

Administrative Assistant
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)

Debby Isenhour
concordia185@gmail.com

Director of Music
704-622-6663

Eddie Karriker
karriker.eddie@gmail.com

8:30am Service Pianist
704-857-3569

Terri Wing
terri_wing@yahoo.com

Council Vice-Pres.
919-649-9420

Vinnie Duncan
vinniek54@gmail.com

Concordia Prayer Partners
Members at home and
special concerns

Family & Friends
Contact the church office to extend a
name on this list beyond 60 days.

Margie Baucom
Leonard Beaver

Jack Owens
Dale Phillips

Barbara Benfield

Joan Ritchie

Ethan Foster

Judy Ritchie

Frankie Freeze

Kay & Ray Ritchie
Boyd Smith, Sr.

Dwayne Baldwin

Zach Smith

Linda Benge

Eddie Starnes

(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt)

Henry Starnes

Family of Paul Campbell

12/23/19

Bernice Trexler

Pete Cranshaw

1/26/20

Mabel Galloway
Mary Ann
Hammonds
Leila Hobbs
Jim Howell
Barbara Karriker
Hoke Karriker
Richard Karriker
Comeleta Overcash

Jettie Wise
Geraldine Wood
Kayla Woods

In-Patient, Recovery and
Assisted Care
Jeffrey Roberts and Duane Wood
(Deal Care Inn, Mooresville)

Julie Allen

12/22/19

(Niece of Joe Allen)

Karen Barnhardt

12/22/19

(Sister of Joe Allen)

12/29/19

(Brother-n-law of Renae Karriker)

1/19/20

Faith Notes
from
Pastor Ken

(Friend of Bo Bost)

Lauren Gilliams

12/22/19

Family of Jason Hendrickson 1/5/20

FEBRUARY IS “YOUTH MONTH”

We are fortunate that God has granted us
Gene Hobbs
02/9/20 so many faith young people at Concordia.
The cliché is that the ―youth are our
(Leila Hobbs’s husband)
future.‖ But I disagree. They are our
Amy McClure
11/22/19 present and our now. And we give thanks
(Friend of Katrina Brown)
to God for their discipleship and for their
Family of Albert Lee Miller 01/05/20 Christ-like examples. This month they
will be serving as greeters, worship
Tina Overcash
01/19/20 assistants, ushers, readers and leading us
(Daughter of Zinda Nesbitt)
in prayer. Blessed are we. In them we see
Todd Overcash
12/15/19 the fruits of the Spirit. Please take a
moment to thank them.
(Son-in-law of Ivan and Zinda Nesbitt)
David Soper

01/06/20

(Son-in-law of Dolly Karriker)

FIRST COMMUNION TRAINING

Due to the sanctuary construction we
postponed our First Communion classes.
(NALC Bishop, retired)
We did this because the Sacrament of the
Kelly Surratt
12/22/19 Altar should naturally be taught at the
altar. However, we are ready to get
(Niece of Jill Earnhardt)
started and we will begin in March.
Crystal Wing
02/01/20 Check your email and next week‘s
bulletin for dates and sign-up
(Daughter-in-law of Terri Wing)
opportunities.
Joann Wingler
12/15/19
1

Active Military
Jason Ciscel
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK,
Husband of Teresa Rosas Ciscel)

Trent Fisher
(Staff Sgt., US Air Force Maryland, Nephew of
Gail Fisher)

Willis Hobbs
(US Army, Ft Hood, Texas)

Justin Holt
(Captain US Army, Fort Campbell, KY)

Eric McLaughlin
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC)

Christopher Overcash
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA)

Kim & Matt Gordon
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife.
Fort Bragg NC. Cousins of Leslie Reed)

Rev. Paul Spring

02/01/20

(Ben Fesperman’s sister)

Donnie Alderman, Kent Martin,
Nancy & Kenneth Martin
01/5/20
(Family of Bernice Trexler)

WHAT IS THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY?
The liturgical season of Epiphany is the
seven weeks that follow Christmas and
lead us into Ash Wednesday and Lent.
Epiphany means ―manifestation‖ or ―the
appearance‖ and is recognized on January
6th (the 12th day of Christmas). And it‘s
significance points to the arrival of the
Magi who bring their gifts (the very best
they have) to the Christ-child (Matthew,
the 2nd chapter).

WORSHIP SERVICE RESPONSIBILITES FOR FEBRUARY
8:30am Worship Service
Ushers & Greeters

Acolyte

Council Member

Clement/Lenora Bost

Youth

Sarah Brandt

11:00am Worship Service

Elevator

Lay Reader

Adult SS Leader

Announcements

Ushers

Alan Morrison

Youth

Robin McLaughlin

Jason Ritchie

Acolyte

Banner Bearer

Greeters

Offering Counters

Youth

Youth

Youth

Mark Smith

Jason Ritchie (Head)
Youth

Tisha Goodman
Bible Bearer

Crucifer

Youth

Youth

Tim Beaver

MINISTRY RESPONSIBLITIES FOR FEBRUARY
Feb

Flowers

2

Fellowship
Time

Front Porch
Visitors

Children’s
Church

8:30am
Communion

11:00am Communion

Pathfinder’s
Class

Kathy Blalock

Lani Earnhardt

Eddie Starnes
Family

Pastor Ken, Joe/Shirley Allen,
Kenny/Melinda Dabbs, Miriam
Lowery

9

Karen Smith

Friendship
Class

Lee/Hilda
Goodnight

Shirley Allen

Randy/Ginger
Overcash

Pastor Ken, Scott/Debi
Overcash, Hilda Goodnight,
James & Jacob Ritchie

16

Mary Ruth
Owens

Friendship
Class

Jason/Jenni
Ritchie

Sarah Brandt

NO Communion

NO Communion

23

Dennis Karriker

Men’s &
Women’s

Bobby/Lorie
Onesios

Sarah Wells

Jim/Lisa Adams

Pastor Ken, Scott/Debi
Overcash, Hilda Goodnight,
James & Jacob Ritchie

26

Ash Wednesday
Brenda Karriker

Kenny/Melinda Dabbs, Miriam
Lowery

Fellowship Time Breakfast - Friendship Class
February 16– Tim/Jutta Beaver, Steve/Barbara Benfield, Kathy Blalock, Carolyn Holman
11:00am Communion-Set up and Clean up— Kenny and Melinda Dabbs
Table Set-up Team— Tim Beaver (Team Leader), Tyler Karriker, Scotland Karriker, Coyt Karriker, Nathan Hartsell, Steve
Benfield, Jim Adams

Amazing Grace Circle - Meets the first Tuesday of the month
at 7:00pm in the Parlor.

Friends in Fellowship Circle - Meets the first Thursday of the
month at 7:00pm in the Parlor.

FEBRUARY WORSHIP AND MINISTRY
RESPONSIBILITIES are in today‘s bulletin and on the
church website. Is your name listed?
COUNCIL MINUTES for January 12 have been emailed
to the congregation and are also available on the table near
the elevator.
ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS.
If you are interested in making contributions in this manner,
please contact Kittie McLaughlin 704-213-3854 or
kittiemclaughlin@gmail.com.
NEW PIANO/ORGAN:
Pledges are still needed! Need a pledge card?? Check the
pew register and mail your pledge card to Lisa Ashley at
1600 Millbridge Road, China Grove, NC 28023.

SAVE THE DATE:
MDA “Souper” Sweetheart Fundraiser LuncheonSunday, Feb. 16 after the 11:00 service- Please join the youth
in supporting the MDA and Zach Smith
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – Tuesday, Feb 25 at 5:30pm
Ash Wednesday Service - Wednesday, Feb 26 at 7:00pm.
PASTOR LARRY SAYS – With deep love and gratitude thank
you Concordia for last Sunday‘s special day for me. As my
home congregation where I grew up your appreciation for my
ministry among you is even more a blessing. The Miniature
Replica of Jesus Blessing the Children is a treasure beyond
price. For 13 years my beloved wife, Midji, shared this work
with phone calls, prayers, and visiting. A special moment for all
of us came in the words and love Pastor Ken shared for our
ministry together with him.
Thanks be to God!
THANK YOU CONCORDIA FOR YOUR DONATIONS:
Carolinas Mission District NALC — $973.00
Pregnancy Support Center — $438.08
Main Street Mission — $1,000.00

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
who: Kindergarteners and older
dates: Sunday, March 15
(4:00-4:50pm)
Sunday, March 22
(4:00-4:50pm)
Sunday, March 29
(4:00-4:50pm)
where: Sanctuary
**Only one session is required (plus a family project).
**Parents and/or grandparents required to attend with their
child.
**Each session limited to six (6) youth.
**More sessions will be added if needed.
**Reserve your date now.
**Contact Pastor Ken at kenreed803@gmail.com,
704-857-2163
Kids for Christ - K-5th grade
Luther League - 6th-12th grade
Feb 9 5-6:15pm
Feb 16 12:00pm
Feb 23 5-6:15pm
Feb 25 5-6:15pm
Mar 1

Valentine Banquet
MDA Fundraiser Lunch
Outreach Meeting
Regular Meeting
Shrove Tuesday Meal
NO Meeting
District Youth Gathering

KFC & LL
KFC & LL
KFC & LL
KFC & LL
LL
KFC
LL

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION (6th - 8th graders)
Feb. 9, Sun.
Mar. 8 Sun.
Apr. 26 Sun.
May 17 Sun.

3:00-4:45pm
3:00-4:45pm
3:00-4:45pm
3:00-4:45pm

Old Testament Survey
New Testament Survey
Lord‘s Prayer (part A)
Lord‘s Prayer (part B)

MAMMOGRAPHY SCREENING MOBILE UNIT
Location: Concordia Lutheran Church
Date/Time: March 17th, 2020 from 1:15-4pm
Schedule your appointment:
Contact Mobile Mammography Unit at 704-403-1729.
You must reserve an appointment for this particular mobile
unit, spots are limited.
CHURCH MEMBERS: Please sign the pew register, so
that your attendance can be documented in our church
records.
PLEASE HELP to conserve energy by making sure all the
lights are OFF and all doors are locked when leaving the
Church.
KITCHEN REMINDER: Once your activity has ended,
please remember to ensure the kitchen is clean, all appliances
are turned off, and refrigerator, freezer, and ice maker are
properly closed.

NURSERY:
If you are in need of the nursery, please see an usher and they
will direct you.
WELCOME VISITORS:
Please take a moment to sign the pew registers so we can
welcome you by name. Thank you for choosing Concordia
as your place of worship this morning.
We’re glad you’re here!

