
 

 

 

 

  
Concordia Lutheran Church  

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH & CALL TO WORSHIP 

(The Advent Wreath symbolizes the coming of our Lord. Each week we light another candle until Christmas Eve) 
 

Nov. 29   The Prophet Candle, who foretold the Messiah’s coming. 

Dec. 6     The Bethlehem Candle, the divine birthplace of the Messiah. 

Dec. 13   The Shepherd Candle, the first chosen to receive the news of Christ’s birth. 

Dec. 20   The Angel Candle, God’s holy messengers who revealed the birth of Christ. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of God the Father (+), the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. 

O King of all the nations, you are the ruler we long for. 

 Come and give light to those who sit in the darkness. 

You are the cornerstone that unites all people. 

 Come and save us. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us strength in our  

conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(We sit, then ages 3 through 2nd grade, are welcome to attend Children’s Church)     
 

HYMN   “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus” 
 



 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING – ISAIAH 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence — 2as when fire 

kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations 

might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains 

quaked at your presence. 4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who 

acts for those who wait for him. 5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?  
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a 

leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take 

hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O Lord, 

you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O 

Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.    
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
      

PSALM 80:1-7 (read responsively) 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
  2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

3Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
  4O Lord God of hosts, 

  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
  6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL     Mark 13:24-37 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter.        

 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
24{Jesus said,} “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the 

stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 

pass away. 32But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.  

34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and  

commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning — 36lest he come suddenly and find you 

asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
(we sit) 



 

 

SERMON Pastor Ken 
 

HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
O Lord, our world is broken. 

Come and be our Wisdom. 
O Lord, we are weak. 

Come and be our mighty Lord. 
O Lord, it is dark. 

Come and be our Light of day. 
O Lord, there is war and confusion. 

Come and be our King of peace. 
O Lord, we crave your presence. 

Come and be our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you.  
  

(after other prayer petitions, the leader concludes…) 
  

Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

         

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

(we stand) 
 

HYMN   “There’s Something About That Name” 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Thank you for the 

gifts you graciously provide us. Now, O Lord, receive these gifts we offer this morning: our tithes, our time, our abilities. 

And all these things are gifts from you. Receive them from our grateful hearts. In the name of Jesus we pray.  
 Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be one, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING            

In difficult times, let us keep watch! Now is the time for hope. Let us rejoice!     

 The return of Christ is near!             
May God the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love,  

and grant you peace.            

 Amen. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 
Lutheran Catechism Classes for 7th, 8th, 9th graders 

3:30-5:00pm 
FROM THE LITURGY OF HOLY BAPTISM:As you present (your child’s name) for baptism in Christian love, 

you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities: LIVE with them among God’s faithful people, BRING them to 

worship, TEACH them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, Ten Commandments, PLACE in their hands the Holy 

Scriptures, PROVIDE for their instruction in the Christian faith, so that he/she may learn to trust God,  

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and lead godly lives until  

the day of Jesus Christ. Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?(parents) I do. 
 

The purpose of Catechism Instruction is to partner with parents as they fulfill the promises they have made  

before God: Specific promises that, with God’s help, will shape their sons and daughters as they grow in the 

faith of Christ. 
 

Dec 13, Sun. -Ten Commandments  Mar 14, Sun. -Holy Baptism 

Jan 17, Sun. -Liturgy & Worship  April 18, Sun. -Holy Communion 

Feb 21, Sun. -Lord’s Prayer   May 16, Sun. -Apostles’ Creed 

 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

At this time of expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Christ at  
Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming let us be mindful of the true meaning of the  
Advent Season. 

 
Each family with a child is invited to take an Advent Calendar home for study and prayer during this special 
season.  

 
All members are invited to participate in Advent Readings and Prayers. See copies of these daily devotions.  

 
Advent Food Sharing Boxes and Food List. This is a suggested list of food items (or donate other  
non-perishable items) to be given to Main Street Marketplace and this will also serve as our fifth Sunday  
donation. On our journey through Advent, families can fill their boxes daily with an item or make their own 
boxes to fill and share scripture lessons. You may bring any of your items at any time that works best for you.  

 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION: Next class is Sunday, Dec. 13th in the Family Life Center (3:30-5:00pm). 
 
 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES: Sunday, Dec. 6th and Sunday, Dec. 20th (9:45am). 



 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 
 

Sunday,  November 29 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship  
 

Wednesday,  December 2 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  December 6 
8:30am Worship  
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
11:00am Worship  
3:00pm Women of Concordia Annual Meeting 
 

Tuesday,  December 8 
6:15pm Executive Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday,  December 9 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
6:00pm Mutual Ministry Committee Meeting 
 

Sunday,  December 13 
7:00am  Council Meeting—Sanctuary 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
3:30-5:00pm Catechism Classes for 8th & 9th Graders 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday,  December 16 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  December 20 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
 

Thursday,  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

November 22, 2020 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $7,853.06 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service        49 
11:00am  Worship Service        61 
Evening Prayer Service               
Sunday School        $             0.00 
General Fund           $  3,727.00 
General Fund- online offering   $  
Building & Improvement Fund   $  0.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  0.00 
Love Offering Zach Smith  $         300.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  400.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 308,578.71 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 314,397.52 

                Difference                             -$    5,818.81 

Nov 29, 2020 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 
 

    The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Billy  
    Waller and Grandma Waller’s birthdays by their family. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Jonah Isner  11/29 
Lani Earnhardt  12/1 
Julie Corriher  12/1 
Boyd Smith  12/3 
Delana Davis  12/3 
Eti Morgan  12/4 

Philip Duncan  12/4 
Ronald Mullis  12/4 
Dale Karriker  12/4 
Gerald Wise  12/5 
Darren Corriher  12/5 
Jacob Brandt  12/5 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (―Concordia Lutheran Church 1‖).  

Installation of new Council members and  

Church Officers at both services. 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
Family of Joseph Alfano  11/22/20 
 

Lois Beckham    9/6/20 
(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Family of Perry Bost   9/13/20 
 

Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky            8/23/20 
(Recovering from serious fall) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Bryan Cox    8/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Family of Wayne Dabbs  10/25/20 
(Father of  Kenny Dabbs) 
 

Will Fesperman   11/22/20 
(Brother of Bill Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    8/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 
Jeff Howard               11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew))                                           
 
Barbara Lafferty              10/11/20 
(Friend of Hollie Hutchens)                                           
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   9/6/20 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Scott McLaughlin   9/27/20 
(Friend of the Church)                                           
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Family of Gail Peacock                9/6/20 
(Friend of the Community) 
 

Joyce Poovey                 9/6/20 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Family of Patricia Stanley                       10/11/20 
 

Bobbie Suddreth   11/22/20 
 

Ron Turbyfill    9/20/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

 

 

  

 

Leonard Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Marc Clark 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Judy Curlee 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 



 

 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers Lee Goodnight, Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, 

Shirley Allen 

Greeters Brandon & Lani Earnhardt, Darren & Julie Corriher 

Announcements Jason Ritchie 

Council Member Scott Overcash 

Lay Reader Lisa Adams 

  

 Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Dec 6 Vinnie Duncan Dec 6 Sarah Brandt 

Dec 13 Jan Williams Dec 13 Jordan Honbarger 

Dec 20 Joan Ritchie Dec 20 Christy Yost 

Dec 27 Zinda Nesbitt Dec 27 Mandy Lanning 

        

Worship Service Responsibilities for December 

Star tree 
 

 

 

 

Purchase suggested gifts in the amount of $30.00 or choose a $30.00 gift card  

       for the child to go shopping.  Please consider a book about Jesus. 

Return the gifts unwrapped in a gift bag with the star attached. Place in the Family Life Center no  

       later than Sunday, Dec. 6. 

Pray for your child and their foster parents or caregivers. 
 

Thank you in advance for sharing the love of Jesus with the children of One Church One Child who are  

receiving Child Protective, In-Home/Case Management, Foster Care or Adoption Services in Rowan County. 
 

Call Sarah Brandt (704-640-1971) if you have questions. 

Choose a star from the tree  

Write your name on the white star and place in the bag. 



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

DECEMBER WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:  Please write a separate  

contribution check for each fund/account. The “General 

Fund” addresses all the 2020 budgeted ministry  

commitments. You can mail your contributions to the church. 

185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove NC 28023. 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

WANT TO JOIN THE CONGREGATION “CARE-AVAN?”   

If you are interested in making a few signs,  

honking and waving, visiting a few folks from the front porch  

or from the window, contact Margie Baucom 980-297-6462. 

2021 YEARBOOK: If you have had an address, email or 

phone number change in the past year, please contact Debby 

704-857-2163 or concordia185@gmail.com 

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

round table in the Fellowship Hall. 

2021 IS ON THE HORIZON! Thank you to Concordia’s 

ushers & greeters (8:30) and greeters (11). 2020 has been a 

unique year for our congregation. Please contact Vinnie if 

you can serve in our Worship Services in 2021. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS TEAM is already preparing for 

2021! If you are currently serving as a H &W team member 

and/or interested in serving on this congregational health and 

wellness ministry and outreach team then please contact  

Hollie Hutchens, Faith Nurse. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Volunteers are needed for 2021. 

Contact Tabatha Overcash if you are interested. 

THE WOMEN OF  CONCORDIA would like to invite  

all women to a special event on Sunday, December 6 at  

3:00 pm in the Family Life Center.  It is time for the Annual 

Meeting and to vote for new officers.  It is also time to make 

some changes to become more aligned with the WNALC.   

More information will follow in the coming weeks.     

2021 FLOWER CHART is now on the bulletin board in the 

FLC.  Please contact Debby in the office or Hilda Goodnight 

704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Concordia will be receiving new members in November and 

December. Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to 

join or if you’re interested in learning more about Concordia. 

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

JOYFUL MOVEMENT is back! You must register  

with Nurse Hollie. Wednesdays from 11-11:45 in the Fellowship 

Hall. All COVID precautions will be in place, facemask will be 

required. 

THANK YOU for you donation of: 

$800.00 to Lutheran World Relief 

$800.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response 

Prayers of Comfort and Compassion to: 
-the family of Steve Sechler who passed away on Tuesday, 

Nov. 23rd. 

-the family of Joe Alfano who passed away Monday, Nov. 

16th (the funeral was on Nov. 20 at Linn-Honeycutt Funeral 

Home with Pastor Ken presiding). 

-the Rev. Mike Motley (of Trading Ford Baptist Church-

Salisbury) and his family upon the death of his son. 

-the family of Terry Tharp (Brownsboro, TX) funeral was 

held on Nov. 19.  He is survived by his wife Sharon and was 

Hollie Hutchen’s stepfather. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Robert Crawford and Faith  

Lutheran Church (Faith, NC). He who will be ordained and  

installed as the new pastor on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 6th at 

3:00pm. NALC Bishop Dan Selbo will preside at the  

ordination. Pastor Ken will be preaching and presiding at the 

installation. 

PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION for Robert Ritchie and 

Dyann Beckner who were married on Sunday, Nov. 20th 

(the wedding was held at Concordia with Pastor Ken  

presiding). 

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com

