
 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 13, 2020 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH & CALL TO WORSHIP 

(The Advent Wreath symbolizes the coming of our Lord. Each week we light another candle until Christmas Eve) 

 

Nov. 29   The Prophet Candle, who foretold the Messiah’s coming. 

Dec. 6     The Bethlehem Candle, the divine birthplace of the Messiah. 

Dec. 13   The Shepherd Candle, the first chosen to receive the news of Christ’s birth. 

Dec. 20   The Angel Candle, God’s holy messengers who revealed the birth of Christ. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of God the Father (+), the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. 

O King of all the nations, you are the ruler we long for. 

 Come and give light to those who sit in the darkness. 

You are the cornerstone that unites all people. 

 Come and save us. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 



 

 

 

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(We sit, then ages 3 through 2nd grade, are welcome to attend Children’s Church)     
 

HYMN   “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING – ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11 
1―The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent 

me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord‘s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to 

grant to those who mourn in Zion — to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 

Lord, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they 

shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

8―For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of 

the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly 

rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered 

me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 

sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.‖  
  

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
      

PSALM 126 (read responsively) 
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

 then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

 and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3Then they said among the nations, 

 ―The Lord has done great things for them.‖ 
4The Lord has done great things for us, 

 and we are glad indeed. 
5Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

 like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6Those who sowed with tears 

 will reap with songs of joy. 
7Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 
 

(we stand) 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING – 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from 

every form of evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
    

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

(we stand) 



 

 

 

GOSPEL     John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 1st chapter.        

 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 

might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
 
19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ―Who are you?‖ 
20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, ―I am not the Christ.‖ 21And they asked him, ―What then? Are you 

Elijah?‖ He said, ―I am not.‖ ―Are you the Prophet?‖ And he answered, ―No.‖ 22So they said to him, ―Who are you? We 

need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?‖ 23He said, ―I am the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness, ‗Make straight the way of the Lord,‘ as the prophet Isaiah said.‖ 24(Now they had been sent from 

the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, ―Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?‖ 26John answered them, ―I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who 

comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.‖ 28These things took place in Bethany across the  

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(we sit) 
 

SERMON Pastor Ken Reed 
 

HYMN    “Softly and Tenderly” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
O Lord, our world is broken. 

Come and be our Wisdom. 
O Lord, we are weak. 

Come and be our mighty Lord. 
O Lord, it is dark. 

Come and be our Light of day. 
O Lord, there is war and confusion. 

Come and be our King of peace. 
O Lord, we crave your presence. 

Come and be our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you.  
  

(after other prayer petitions, the leader concludes…) 
  

Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

         

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 



 

 

(we stand) 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Thank you for the 

gifts you graciously provide us. Now, O Lord, receive these gifts we offer this morning: our tithes, our time, our abilities. 

And all these things are gifts from you. Receive them from our grateful hearts. In the name of Jesus we pray.  
 Amen. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be one, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING            

In difficult times, let us keep watch! Now is the time for hope. Let us rejoice!     

 The return of Christ is near!             
May God the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love,  

and grant you peace.            

 Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we ponder the struggles and uniqueness of 2020, we are reminded that in the quiet of Christmas 

Eve, we CAN find the wonder of Christmas.  Let‘s find the quiet wonder together through a socially 

distanced Christmas 2020. 
 

How, you ask?  Realizing that not everyone will be able to attend Christmas Eve services in person, 

families are invited to video your family singing your favorite Christmas carol (1 verse, please), 

reading your favorite  

Christmas scripture, or sending a Christmas greeting.   
 

If you would like to participate, submit your video to Jordan Honbarger no later than Saturday,  

December 19.   
 

You can submit your video to Jordan by texting to (704) 223-1947 or email 

to jhonbarger1@gmail.com.  These videos will be incorporated into both Christmas Eve services, 

which will be held at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  Together, let‘s find the 

wonder of Christmas – in person or virtually – as we journey together through what will be an  

unforgettable Advent and Christmas season! 

CHRISTMAS EVE VIDEO 

mailto:jhonbarger1@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 
 
 

Sunday,  December 13 
7:00am  Council Meeting—Sanctuary 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
3:30-5:00pm Catechism Classes for 8th & 9th Graders 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday,  December 20 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
 

Thursday,  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

December 6, 2020 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $9,343.76 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service         
11:00am  Worship Service         
Evening Prayer Service               
Sunday School        $             0.00 
General Fund           $  4,270.00 
General Fund- online offering   $ 0.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  240.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  0.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  1,490.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 319,812.71 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 327,776.14 

                Difference                             -$    7,963.43 

Dec 13, 2020 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

    The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Helen  
    Campbell’s birthday by Omar and Jan Williams. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Randy Overcash 12/14 
Jamie Fowler  12/14 
Kaleb Harvey  12/15 
Vivian Murphy 12/17 

Winfred Bost  12/18 
Shelby Karriker 12/19 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (―Concordia Lutheran Church 1‖).  

Installation of new Council members and  

Church Officers at both services. 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
Family of Joseph Alfano  11/22/20 
 

Lois Beckham    9/6/20 
(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Family of Perry Bost   9/13/20 
 

Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky             8/23/20 
(Recovering from serious fall) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Bryan Cox    8/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Family of Wayne Dabbs  10/25/20 
(Father of  Kenny Dabbs) 
 

Will Fesperman   11/22/20 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    8/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 
Jeff Howard                11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew))                                           
 
Barbara Lafferty               10/11/20 
(Friend of Hollie Hutchens)                                           
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   9/6/20 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Scott McLaughlin   9/27/20 
(Friend of the Church)                                           
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Family of Gail Peacock                9/6/20 
(Friend of the Community) 
 

Joyce Poovey                 9/6/20 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Family of Patricia Stanley                       10/11/20 
 

Bobbie Suddreth   11/22/20 
 

Ron Turbyfill    9/20/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Rev. Bob Young   11/2/20 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Phyllis Beaver  (Novant-Salisbury) 

Marc Clark  (Novant-Salisbury) 
 

 

Leonard Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Marc Clark 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Judy Curlee 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 



 

 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers Lee Goodnight, Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, 

Shirley Allen 

Greeters Brandon & Lani Earnhardt, Darren & Julie Corriher 

Announcements Jason Ritchie 

Council Member Scott Overcash 

Lay Reader Lisa Adams 

  

 Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Dec 6 Vinnie Duncan Dec 6 Sarah Brandt 

Dec 13 Jan Williams Dec 13 Jordan Honbarger 

Dec 20 Joan Ritchie Dec 20 Christy Yost 

Dec 27 Zinda Nesbitt Dec 27 Mandy Lanning 

        

Worship Service Responsibilities for December 

Concordia’s Healthy Corner 
 

Living Healthy with Diabetes is a self-management workshop that can help you take control of 

your diabetes rather than letting it control you! 
 

 If you want to learn techniques to actively manage your diabetes or care for someone with  

diabetes, Living Healthy with Diabetes is for you! 
 

Attend one time per week for 6 weeks at no cost to you and learn to:  

Manage your symptoms  

Work more effectively with health care providers 

Lessen your frustration  

Fight fatigue & pain 

Develop weekly action plans  

Eat healthy  

Keep your blood sugar in check  

Make daily tasks easier • AND…Get more out of life! 
 

Location: Concordia Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

Date: Mondays | January 11 – February 15, 2021 

Time: 1:00 – 3:30 PM 

Register: Call Rufty-Holmes Senior Center @ 704.216.7701 

Cost: FREE Class size limited to 8 participants. 



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

DECEMBER WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today‘s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:  Please write a separate  

contribution check for each fund/account. The ―General 

Fund‖ addresses all the 2020 budgeted ministry  

commitments. You can mail your contributions to the church. 

185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove NC 28023. 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

WANT TO JOIN THE CONGREGATION “CARE-AVAN?”   

If you are interested in making a few signs,  

honking and waving, visiting a few folks from the front porch  

or from the window, contact Margie Baucom 980-297-6462. 

2021 YEARBOOK: If you have had an address, email or 

phone number change in the past year, please contact Debby 

704-857-2163 or concordia185@gmail.com. 

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

round table in the Fellowship Hall. 

2021 IS ON THE HORIZON! Thank you to Concordia‘s 

ushers & greeters (8:30) and greeters (11). 2020 has been a 

unique year for our congregation. Please contact Vinnie if 

you can serve in our Worship Services in 2021. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS TEAM is already preparing for 

2021! If you are currently serving as a H &W team member 

and/or interested in serving on this congregational health and 

wellness ministry and outreach team then please contact  

Hollie Hutchens, Faith Nurse. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Volunteers are needed for 2021. 

Contact Tabatha Overcash if you are interested. 

2021 FLOWER CHART is now on the bulletin board in the 

FLC.  Please contact Debby in the office or Hilda Goodnight 

704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Concordia will be receiving new members in November and 

December. Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to 

join or if you‘re interested in learning more about Concordia. 

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

JOYFUL MOVEMENT is back! You must register with 

Nurse Hollie. Wednesdays from 11-11:45 in the Fellowship 

Hall. All COVID precautions will be in place, facemask will be 

required. 

DID YOU KNOW?  During the 1960‘s, 1970‘s, 1980‘s and 

into the early 1990‘s the ladies had ―Secret Sisters‖.  They drew 

names each December and throughout the next year  

remembered their ―Sister‖ with holiday cards and gifts on their  

birthdays, wedding anniversaries and Christmas.  It was fun 

trying to find out who your ―Secret Sister‖ was before the  

Annual Christmas Party when the ladies came together for a 

meal, fun, and to reveal the name of their ―Secret Sister‖.  This 

event was going on while the Brotherhood (Men of the Church) 

enjoyed an oyster stew supper.  Some years later the men, 

women and children met together for ―Family Night‖ with an 

oyster stew and hot dogs supper, and the practice of ―Secret 

Sisters‖ was discontinued.  

THANK YOU TO MY CHURCH FAMILY for the  

beautiful Christmas gift. Thank you to the volunteers that 

did the shopping and the ladies who delivered.  I enjoyed 

their visit.  God bless everyone. Nancy  Karriker 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES  

have been cancelled for the remaining of December, but will 

resume January 6th. 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Advent Calendar for study and prayer for children 
 

Advent Readings and Prayers daily devotions  
 

Advent Food Sharing Boxes and Food List  

Food items to be donated to Main Street Marketplace and 

this will also serve as our fifth Sunday donation.  

A LIST OF COVID TESTING SITES is located on 

table in the Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com

