
 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20, 2020 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH & CALL TO WORSHIP 

(The Advent Wreath symbolizes the coming of our Lord. Each week we light another candle until Christmas Eve) 
 

Nov. 29   The Prophet Candle, who foretold the Messiah’s coming. 

Dec. 6     The Bethlehem Candle, the divine birthplace of the Messiah. 

Dec. 13   The Shepherd Candle, the first chosen to receive the news of Christ’s birth. 

Dec. 20   The Angel Candle, God’s holy messengers who revealed the birth of Christ. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of God the Father (+), the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. 

O King of all the nations, you are the ruler we long for. 

 Come and give light to those who sit in the darkness. 

You are the cornerstone that unites all people. 

 Come and save us. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. Amen. 

 
HYMN   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. With your great might, give us your help, that whatever is hindered 

by our sins may be speedily accomplished by your grace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

 

(We sit, then ages 3 through 2nd grade, are welcome to attend Children’s Church)     

 

HYMN   “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 
(we sit) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING – 2 SAMUEL 7:1-11, 16 
When the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan 

the prophet, ―See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.‖ And Nathan said to the king, ―Go, 

do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.‖ 
 

 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, ―Go and tell my servant David, ‗Thus says the Lord: Would you 

build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 

day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, 

did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ―Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?‖  
 

8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‗Thus says the Lord of  hosts, I took you from the pasture,  

from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel.  
 

And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you.  

And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.  

And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them,       

 so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more.  

And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,         

 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel.  

And I will give you rest from all your enemies.          

 Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 

And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.      

 Your throne shall be established forever.‘‖ 

   

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
      

PSALM 89: 1-5 (19-29) (read responsively) 
19You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: 

―I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
   20I have found David my servant; 

   with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
 
21My hand will hold him fast and my arm will make him strong. 
   22No enemy shall deceive him, 

   nor any wicked man bring him down. 
 

23I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.‖ 
   24My faithfulness and love shall be with him, 

   and he shall be victorious through my name. 
 

25I shall make his dominion extend from the Great Sea to the River. 
   26He will say to me, ‘You are my Father, 

   my God, and the rock of my salvation.’ 
 

27I will make him my firstborn and  higher than the kings of the earth. 
   28I will keep my love for him forever, 

   and my covenant will stand firm for him. 
 

29I will establish his line forever and his throne as the days of heaven.‖ 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 
 



 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING – ROMANS 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 

has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith — 
27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

   

Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL     LUKE 1:26-38 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.        

 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a 

man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin‘s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 

―Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!‖ 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 

sort of greeting this might be.  
 

30And the angel said to her, ―Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of 

the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.‖  
 
34And Mary said to the angel, ―How will this be, since I am a virgin?‖ 35And the angel answered her, ―The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy — the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 

sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.‖  
 

38And Mary said, ―Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.‖ And the angel  

departed from her. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(we sit) 

 

SERMON  ―Witness of Faith: The Magi‖  Pastor Ken Reed 

   (Text: Matthew 2:1-12, Psalm 72) 
 

HYMN    “O Little Town of Bethlehem ” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
O Lord, our world is broken. 

Come and be our Wisdom. 
O Lord, we are weak. 

Come and be our mighty Lord. 
O Lord, it is dark. 

Come and be our Light of day. 
O Lord, there is war and confusion. 

Come and be our King of peace. 
O Lord, we crave your presence. 

Come and be our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you.  
  

(after other prayer petitions, the leader concludes…) 
  

Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

         

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

(we stand) 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Thank you for the 

gifts you graciously provide us. Now, O Lord, receive these gifts we offer this morning: our tithes, our time, our abilities. 

And all these things are gifts from you. Receive them from our grateful hearts. In the name of Jesus we pray.  
 Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be one, on earth as it is 

 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING            

In difficult times, let us keep watch! Now is the time for hope. Let us rejoice!     

 The return of Christ is near!             
May God the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love,  

and grant you peace.            

 Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 

 
 

Sunday,  December 20 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
 
 

Thursday,  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday,  December 27 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

December 13, 2020 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $10,475.15 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service   40        
11:00am  Worship Service   63       
Evening Prayer Service               
Sunday School        $             0.00 
General Fund           $  7,081.00 
General Fund- online offering   $ 0.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  420.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  0.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  3,070.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 326,893.71 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 334,465.45 

                Difference                             -$    7,571.74 

Dec 20, 2020 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

    The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Charles  
    Ritchie by Joan. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Clara Diekman  12/20 
Judy Isenhour  12/20 
Patrick Holden  12/20 
Bobby Kerr 12/20 

Susan Clark  12/22 
Jason Ritchie  12/23 
Jill Earnhardt  12/24 
Andy Houck  12/25 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (“Concordia Lutheran Church 1”).  

Church office will be closed December 24 and 25. 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
Family of Joseph Alfano  11/22/20 
 

Lois Beckham    9/6/20 
(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky             8/23/20 
(Recovering from serious fall) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Family of David Scott Byers II  12/20/20 
(Son of Joan Ritchie) 
 

Bryan Cox    8/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Family of Wayne Dabbs  10/25/20 
(Father of  Kenny Dabbs) 
 

Will Fesperman   11/22/20 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    8/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 
Jeff Howard                11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew))                                           
 
Barbara Lafferty               10/11/20 
(Friend of Hollie Hutchens)                                           
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   9/6/20 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Scott McLaughlin   9/27/20 
(Friend of the Church)                                           
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Joyce Poovey                 9/6/20 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Bobbie Suddeth   11/22/20 
 

Ron Turbyfill    9/20/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Rev. Bob Young   11/2/20 

  

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Phyllis Beaver  (Novant-Salisbury) 

Marc Clark  (Novant-Salisbury) 
 

 

Leonard Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Marc Clark 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Judy Curlee 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 



 

 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers Lee Goodnight, Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, 

Shirley Allen 

Greeters Brandon & Lani Earnhardt, Darren & Julie Corriher 

Announcements Jason Ritchie 

Council Member Scott Overcash 

Lay Reader Lisa Adams 

  

 Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Dec 6 Vinnie Duncan Dec 6 Sarah Brandt 

Dec 13 Jan Williams Dec 13 Jordan Honbarger 

Dec 20 Joan Ritchie Dec 20 Christy Yost 

Dec 27 Zinda Nesbitt Dec 27 Mandy Lanning 

        

Worship Service Responsibilities for December 

Concordia’s Healthy Corner 
 

It is with a grateful and heavy heart that Hollie Hutchens, RN – Faith Nurse submitted her 

letter of resignation as our Faith Community Nurse for Concordia and with Atrium Health 

in November.  

 

Like many other families the Hutchens‘ have experienced multiple changes and new  

demands to their household and on their farm this past year.  

 

Hollie will be stepping down from this role effective early January 2021, but will remain 

available to help the congregation at any time and will help with the new Faith Nurse 

transition once hired.  

 

Hollie is forever thankful of the connections made, the opportunities she served alongside 

the church and community through a very challenging time, & the trust and Grace that 



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

DECEMBER WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today‘s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

2021 DIRECTORY: Please contact the church office if you 

have had an address, email or phone number change during 

the past year.  

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

round table in the Fellowship Hall. 

SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS!  2021 flower chart  

is now on the bulletin board in the FLC.  Please contact the 

church office or Hilda Goodnight 704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to join or if 

you‘re interested in learning more about Concordia.  

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES  

have been cancelled for the remaining of December, but  

will resume January 6th. 

ADVENT FOOD SHARING BOXES:  

There is still time to donate food items!  Please have  

your boxes to the church by Sunday Dec 27 so they can be  

delivered to Main Street Mission. 
A LIST OF COVID TESTING SITES is located on table 

in the Fellowship Hall. 
PASTOR LARRY AND MIDJI want all our beloved  

members to know how much they miss worship with you.  

We pray 2021 brings us back together soon. A blessed  

Christmas to all. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVICE IN 2021: 

Greeters and ushers at the 8:30am and greeters at the 

11:00am services 

Contact Vinnie Duncan 

Children’s Church 

Contact Tabatha Overcash 

2021 OFFERING BOXES are available in the Friendship 

Classroom. Someone will be on hand to help with the  

distribution before and after each service on December 20 

and 27.  If you need your envelopes mailed, please contact 

the office. 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on 

Sunday, January 3 at 8:30 and 11 am services.  

Purpose: Recommendation from Council to replace the 

Youth Building glass main doors and end door with solid 

metal doors, and nest camera at the main doors and  

outdoor camera capturing a wider view, with 3  

monitors.  Project was approved at $15,000.   

ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  

To include your team's 2020 report in the 2021 yearbook 

and directory, please send your report to Debby by  

January 8th.   
 

If your team member list is changing, please let the office 

know.  Teams for 2021 will be approved by the Council 

at their January meeting.   

PRAYERS OF COMFORT TO: 

Brenda Karriker on the passing of  her mother. 

Joan Ritchie on the passing of her son, David Scott Byer II. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OFFERING will be  

collected for One Church One Child. 

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com

