
 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
December 27, 2020 

First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand)  
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
Glory be to God in the highest!           
 And on earth peace, good will toward all.        
We praise thee, we worship thee, and we glorify thee.         

We give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
For you are holy. You are the Lord.           

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
   

HYMN   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, be with you all.      

And also with you.           

Let us pray: Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature and be born of the Virgin Mary. 

Grant that we, having been redeemed and made your children by grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

(We sit, then ages 3 through 2nd grade are welcome to  attend Children’s Church) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is 

sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.  
 

 



 

 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as 

brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and 

you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 

Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  111     (read responsively)  
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
   2Great are the deeds of the Lord! 

   they are studied by all who delight in them. 
 

3His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness endures forever. 
   4He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; 

   the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
 

5He gives food to those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
   6He has shown his people the power of his works 

   in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 

7The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his commandments are sure. 
   8They stand fast forever and ever, 

   because they are done in truth and equity. 
 

9He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant forever; holy and awesome is his Name. 
   10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

   those who act accordingly have a good understanding;  

   his praise endures forever. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 

   
NEW TESTAMENT READING Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

(we stand) 
  

GOSPEL      Luke 2:22-40 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, {Joseph and Mary} brought {Jesus} up to  

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall 

be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 

or two young pigeons.”  
 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the  

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  
 
27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 

custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart 

in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence  



 

 

of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”  
 
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a 

sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  
 
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having 

lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did 

not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.  
 
38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the  

redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(we sit) 
 

SERMON    Pastor Larry Bost 
 

HYMN   “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS & APOSTLES' CREED 
Rejoicing that the grace of God has been revealed in the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the world, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God's creation.  
 

Lord of all, you have formed us and fashioned us in your image. May our lives bear witness to your glory so that at your 

name every knee should bow. Lord in your mercy.          

 Hear our prayer. 
 

Loving Father, your servant Simeon waited patiently for the arrival of the Messiah. Grant us the patience to wait for you to 

act in our lives, trusting that you will do all that you say you will. Give us faith like Anna and Simeon, to keep our eyes 

open for your presence among us. Lord in your mercy.         

 Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you know how difficult this past year has been for so many, in our community, country, and around the world. 

Grant us grace in the new year, that we would deal with whatever may come with dignity, a sense of calm, and a  

willingness to help others. We thank for all the blessings of the past year, even in the face of trials you have poured out your 

love upon us. Lord in your mercy.           

 Hear our prayer. 
 

God of all goodness, grant your abiding presence to all who call on your name, especially those who are sick and those who 

feel alone. Give them strength and courage to face each day trusting that you will provide all that is needed. Lord in your 

mercy.                

 Hear our prayer.                               
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior.  

 Amen.  

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.        

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.     

  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.         

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



 

 

OFFERING 
 

(we stand) 
 

DOXOLOGY (sung by the congregation) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY & LORD’S PRAYER 
Good and loving God, We rejoice in the birth of Jesus. As you have blessed us with your gifts of grace, receive the gifts 

we offer you this morning. May all the world shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Angels From the Realms of Glory” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING           

May the good news that is Jesus, the Messiah, bring you great joy each day.  

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 Amen.             
Go in peace. And share Christ to the world.        

 We will! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 

Sunday,  December 27 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
 

Sunday,  January 3 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
Congregational Meeting at both services. 
 

Tuesday,  January 5 
6:15pm Executive Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday,  January 6 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  January 10 
7:00am Council Meeting 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
1:00-6:00pm Blood drive 
 

Wednesday,  January 13 
6:00pm Mutual Ministry Team Meeting 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  January 17 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
3:00pm Catechism Instruction 
 

Wednesday, January 20 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  January 24 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

December 20, 2020 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $13,497.60 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service   60  
11:00am  Worship Service   63       
Evening Prayer Service               
Sunday School        $             0.00 
General Fund           $  7,452.69 
General Fund- online offering   $ 0.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  15,100.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  35.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  550.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 334,346.40 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 341,154.76 

                Difference                             -$    6,808.36 

Dec 27, 2020 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

    The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
     Alice Nell Bost’s birthday by her family. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Henry Starnes  12/28 
Kimberly Starnes  12/29 
Mark Smith  12/29 
Eddie Ritchie  12/30 
Steve Benfield  12/31 

Michael Lowery 12/31 
Robert Onesios  12/31 
Mary Ruth Owens  12/31 
Barbara Beaver  1/1 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (“Concordia Lutheran Church 1”).  

PASTOR KEN will be taking vacation days Dec. 25th through 
Jan. 2nd.  



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
Family of Joseph Alfano  11/22/20 
 

Lois Beckham    9/6/20 
(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Family of David Scott Byers II  12/20/20 
(Son of Joan Ritchie) 
 

Bryan Cox    8/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Will Fesperman   11/22/20 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    11/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 
Jeff Howard                11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew))                                           
 
Barbara Lafferty               10/11/20 
(Friend of Hollie Hutchens)                                           
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   11/6/20 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Joyce Poovey                 11/6/20 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Bobbie Suddeth   11/22/20 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

JoAnne Wingler   12/27/20 

(Sister of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Rev. Bob Young   11/2/20 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Marc Clark  (Novant-Salisbury) 
 

 

 

  

Leonard & 

       Phyllis Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Marc Clark 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Judy Curlee 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 



 

 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers   

Greeters   

Announcements Vinnie Duncan 

Council Member Kathy Blalock 

Lay Reader Sarah Brandt 

   Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Jan 3 Zinda Nesbitt Jan 3   

Jan 10   Jan 10   

Jan 17 Zinda Nesbitt Jan 17   

Jan 24  Jan 24   

Jan 31   Jan 31   

Worship Service Responsibilities for January 

Do you know the history of our “Chrismon Tree”? 

    Each beautiful ornament on the tree tells a story that is in 

some way associated with salvation through Jesus Christ. 

"Chrismon" is a combination of the words “Christ” and 

"monogram” and means "symbols of Christ."   

Chrismons are gold and white, representing majesty and 

purity. 

   Concordia's first Chrismon Tree was in 1966. The women 

of the church made the Christian ornaments with the ladies 

of Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church teaching them. A family in 

the congregation donated a live tree and the men and boys 

cut it and placed it in the church. They put tiny white lights 

on the tree and helped decorate it. That first Chrismon tree 

was so tall it touched the ceiling of the nave of the church. 

   Many years later, early 2000’s, a group of ladies, led by 

Sarah Brandt, once again made new Chrismons and  

repaired many of the old ones. The large crown at the top 

of the tree was made by Hilda Goodnight. Again, in 2015-

2016 Sarah Brandt and Delana Davis repaired the  

Chrismons. Our thanks to the ladies and men who each 

year decorate our Chrismon Tree for us to enjoy.   

   Copies of the explanations of the Chrismon symbols are 

at the back of the Fellowship Hall on the round table.   



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

JANUARY WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

2021 DIRECTORY: Please contact the church office if you 

have had an address, email or phone number change during 

the past year.  

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

round table in the Fellowship Hall. 

SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS!  2021 flower chart  

is now on the bulletin board in the FLC.  Please contact the 

church office or Hilda Goodnight 704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to join or if 

you’re interested in learning more about Concordia.  

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES  

will resume January 6th. 

ADVENT FOOD SHARING BOXES:  

Please have your boxes to the church by TODAY so they 

can be delivered to Main Street Mission. 

A LIST OF COVID TESTING SITES is located on table 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVICE IN 2021: 

Greeters and ushers at the 8:30am and greeters at the 

11:00am services 

Contact Vinnie Duncan 

Children’s Church 

Contact Tabatha Overcash 

2021 OFFERING BOXES are available in the Friendship 

Classroom. Someone will be on hand to help with the  

distribution before and after services. If you need your  

envelopes mailed, please contact the office. 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on 

Sunday, January 3 at 8:30 and 11 am services.  

Purpose: Recommendation from Council to replace the 

Youth Building glass main doors and end door with solid 

metal doors, and nest camera at the main doors and  

outdoor camera capturing a wider view, with 3  

monitors. Project was approved at $15,000.   

ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  

To include your team's 2020 report in the 2021 yearbook 

and directory, please send your report to Debby by  

January 8th.   
 

If your team member list is changing, please let the office 

know.  Teams for 2021 will be approved by the Council 

at their January meeting.   

THANK YOU YOUTH for your donation of $90.00 to  

Operation Christmas Child. 

4TH ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE in memory of Jo 

Starnes and Jimmy Ritchie at Concordia on Sunday,  

Jan 10 from 1pm - 6pm w/OneBlood.   To sign up for a 

time slot or for any questions, Contact Lisa Adams at  

704-258-9389 or at lisalynnh26@gmail.com.   

CONGRATULATIONS: The new church officers are: 

Vice President-Mike Ashley 

Secretary-Brenda McAlister 

Financial Secretary-Vinnie Duncan 

PRAYERS OF COMFORT to Concordia member “Sev” 

Bobby Sellers upon the death of his father Bob on Monday. 

Sev is the husband of Jill Foster-Sellers. Mr. Sellers’ funeral 

was held on Wednesday with Pastor Ken presiding. 

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com
mailto:lisalynnh26@gmail.com


 

 

Concordia’s Healthy Corner 
 

Atrium Health: Ambulatory Visitation Restrictions Effective December 21 
Starting December 21, we will not allow a friend or family member to come to doctor’s visits with patients, except in 

certain circumstances. 

One visitor will be allowed if the patient needs help with: 

Understanding medical information because of cognitive difficulties 

Moving around the office because of physical limitations 

Emotional support because of the kind of visit 

Two parents or guardians may accompany patients under 18. 

Special circumstances will be managed by the treating physician in coordination with practice management. 

All visitors must: 

Be at least 18 years of age 

Be in good health (free from respiratory illness, fever, cough, etc.) 

Undergo a health screening with temperature check upon entry to the facility 

Appropriately wear a mask which completely covers the mouth and nose at all times 

Be available by cell once patient is ready to be seen or stay with patient (dependent upon space availability) 

Comply with all guidance related to social distancing and any other signage or direction from facility staff 

As the effects of the current pandemic state of emergency continue to evolve, additional changes to the visitation policy 

may be necessary and occur at any time. For the latest information, please visit AtriumHealth.org/Visitors. 

  

Novant Health: Beginning 12/16/2020, we will limit patients to one visitor per day. 

 To limit traffic within our facility, our visitor policy will change in the coming days.  

 Visitors will not be allowed to leave and be replaced by another friend or family member, or clergy on the same day 

of visit.  Please call the room by dialing 704-210-6 and room number to speak with patient.   

 The designated visitor will be allowed to leave and return on the same day. 

 This does not affect visitation on later days, and a different visitor is welcomed to visit on another day of the  

patient’s stay.  

 Please try to coordinate visitation days with other friends and family members who wish to visit.      

 If this change affects your ability to visit at this time, we will do everything to keep you connected with your loved 

one and provide updates as they are available. 

 

Concordia Family, 
 

It is with a grateful and heavy heart that Hollie Hutchens, RN – Faith Nurse has submitted her letter of  

resignation as our Faith Community Nurse for Concordia and with Atrium Health in November. Like many 

other families the Hutchens’ have experienced multiple changes and new demands to their household and on 

their farm this past year.  

 

Hollie will be stepping down from this role effective early January 2021, but will remain available to help the 

congregation at any time and will help with the new Faith Nurse transition once hired.  

 

Hollie is forever thankful of the connections made, the opportunities she served alongside the church and  

community through a very challenging time, and the trust and grace that was extended to her as your partner in 

health and spiritual well-being.    

http://s.bl-1.com/h/dbLgc3b1?url=https://www.atriumhealth.org/visitors

