
 

 

 
Concordia Lutheran Church 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
 

LIGHTING OF THE WREATH & CALL TO WORSHIP 

(The Advent Wreath symbolizes the coming of our Lord. Each week we light another candle until Christmas Eve) 
 

Nov. 29   The Prophet Candle, who foretold the Messiah’s coming. 

Dec. 6     The Bethlehem Candle, the divine birthplace of the Messiah. 

Dec. 13   The Shepherd Candle, the first chosen to receive the news of Christ’s birth. 

Dec. 20   The Angel Candle, God’s holy messengers who revealed the birth of Christ. 
 

(we stand) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of God the Father (+), the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. 

O King of all the nations, you are the ruler we long for. 

 Come and give light to those who sit in the darkness. 

You are the cornerstone that unites all people. 

 Come and save us all. 

Give glory to the coming King. 

 Oh, come, let us worship him. Amen. 
 

HYMN   “O Come All Ye Faithful” 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. Gracious God, our beginning and our end, may your Spirit kindle in us a heart so willing to follow your Son, 

that your reign of righteousness and peace is made visible through our lives. We ask this through Jesus Christ who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(We sit. Ages 3 through 2nd grade are welcome to attend Children’s Church)          

 

PSALM 33:4-22 (read responsively) 
For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
 

He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him. 
 

For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 
 

The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance. 

 

From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind; from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth— 

he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do. 
 

No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. 

A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
 

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 

to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
 

In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 

May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 

 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 
 

GOSPEL READING & SERMON (on attached page) 
 

HYMN   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
O Lord, our world is broken. 

Come and be our Wisdom. 
O Lord, we are weak. 

 Come and be our mighty Lord. 
O Lord, it is dark. 

Come and be our Light of day. 
O Lord, there is war and confusion. 

Come and be our King of peace. 
O Lord, we crave your presence. 

Come and be our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you.  
  

(other prayer petitions) 
  

Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
    

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
 
(we stand) 

 

OFFERTORY  (sung by the congregation) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Holy God, gracious and merciful,  

You bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Thank you for the gifts you  

graciously provide us. Now, O Lord, receive these gifts we offer this morning: our tithes, our time, our 

abilities. And all these things are gifts from you. Receive them from our grateful hearts. In the name of 

Jesus we pray. Amen.           

                 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 

cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.      
  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the 

Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be one, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
Christ Jesus invites you to his holy table. Nourished at the feast of the Lamb, together, we are strengthened to proclaim the 

triumphant love of Jesus, our Savior. 

 Amen. 
 

(we sit) 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
 

(we stand)    

 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

 Amen. 

Together we pray, 

 God of grace, send us forth in peace, form us into what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world.   

 Nourished by this sacrament, give us strength and courage to serve you in daily life with joy and singleness 

 of heart. In the name of Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

HYMN   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 

In difficult times, let us keep watch! Now is the time for hope. Let us rejoice!     

 The return of Christ is near!             
May God the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love,  

and grant you peace.            

 Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As we ponder the struggles and uniqueness of 2020, we are reminded that in the quiet of Christmas Eve, we 

CAN find the wonder of Christmas.  Let’s find the quiet wonder together through a socially distanced Christmas 

2020. 
 

How, you ask?  Realizing that not everyone will be able to attend Christmas Eve services in person, families are 

invited to video your family singing your favorite Christmas carol (1 verse, please), reading your favorite  

Christmas scripture, or sending a Christmas greeting.   
 

If you would like to participate, submit your video to Jordan Honbarger no later than Saturday, December 19.   

You can submit your video to Jordan by texting to (704) 223-1947 or email to jhonbarger1@gmail.com.  These 

videos will be incorporated into both Christmas Eve services, which will be held at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in 

the Family Life Center.  Together, let’s find the wonder of Christmas – in person or virtually – as we journey 

together through what will be an unforgettable Advent and Christmas season! 

CHRISTMAS EVE VIDEO 

mailto:jhonbarger1@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 
 
 

Sunday,  December 6 
8:30am Worship  
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
11:00am Worship  
3:00pm Women of Concordia Annual Meeting 
 

Tuesday,  December 8 
6:15pm Executive Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday,  December 9 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  December 13 
7:00am  Council Meeting—Sanctuary 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
3:30-5:00pm Catechism Classes for 8th & 9th Graders 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday,  December 16 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  December 20 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
9:45-10:45am First Communion Class 
 

Thursday,  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Worship Service– Fellowship Hall 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

November 29, 2020 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $8,075.32 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service        54 
11:00am  Worship Service        84 
Evening Prayer Service               
Sunday School        $             0.00 
General Fund           $  3,814.00 
General Fund- online offering   $ 3,150.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  100.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  0.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  115.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 315,542.71 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 321,086.83 

                Difference                             -$    5,544.12 

Dec 6, 2020 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Vinnie Duncan  
919-649-9420                             vinniek54@gmail.com 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

    The flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Dale  
     Karriker and Philip Duncan’s birthdays by Vinnie. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Geraldine Wood  12/8 
Kay Mullis  12/10 
Craig Diekman  12/11 
Phyllis Strawn  12/11 

Audrey Faggart  12/11 
Larry Bost  12/11 
Olivia Lanning  12/12 
Teresa Kelly  12/12 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (―Concordia Lutheran Church 1‖).  

Installation of new Council members and  

Church Officers at both services. 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
Family of Joseph Alfano  11/22/20 
 

Lois Beckham    9/6/20 
(Friend of Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Family of Perry Bost   9/13/20 
 

Bishop Emeritus John Bradosky             8/23/20 
(Recovering from serious fall) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Bryan Cox    8/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Family of Wayne Dabbs  10/25/20 
(Father of  Kenny Dabbs) 
 

Will Fesperman   11/22/20 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    8/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 
Jeff Howard                11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew))                                           
 
Barbara Lafferty               10/11/20 
(Friend of Hollie Hutchens)                                           
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   9/6/20 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Scott McLaughlin   9/27/20 
(Friend of the Church)                                           
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Family of Gail Peacock                9/6/20 
(Friend of the Community) 
 

Joyce Poovey                 9/6/20 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Family of Patricia Stanley                       10/11/20 
 

Bobbie Suddreth   11/22/20 
 

Ron Turbyfill    9/20/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

Rev. Bob Young   11/2/20 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Phyllis Beaver  Novant-Salisbury) 

Marc Clark  Novant-Salisbury) 
 

 

Leonard Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Marc Clark 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Judy Curlee 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 



 

 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers Lee Goodnight, Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, 

Shirley Allen 

Greeters Brandon & Lani Earnhardt, Darren & Julie Corriher 

Announcements Jason Ritchie 

Council Member Scott Overcash 

Lay Reader Lisa Adams 

  

 Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Dec 6 Vinnie Duncan Dec 6 Sarah Brandt 

Dec 13 Jan Williams Dec 13 Jordan Honbarger 

Dec 20 Joan Ritchie Dec 20 Christy Yost 

Dec 27 Zinda Nesbitt Dec 27 Mandy Lanning 

        

Worship Service Responsibilities for December 

There is still time to participate in this year’s 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

At this time of expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of 
Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming let us be mindful of the 
true meaning of the Advent Season. 
 

Advent Calendar  
Each family with a child is invited to take one home for study and prayer during this special 
season.  

 
Advent Readings and Prayers 
Copies of these daily devotions are available. 

 
Advent Food Sharing Boxes and Food List  
This is a suggested list of food items (or donate other non-perishable items) to be given to  
Main Street Marketplace and this will also serve as our fifth Sunday donation. On our journey  
through Advent, families can fill their boxes daily with an item or make their own boxes to fill  
and share scripture lessons. You may bring any of your items at any time that works best for  
you.  



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

DECEMBER WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:  Please write a separate  

contribution check for each fund/account. The ―General 

Fund‖ addresses all the 2020 budgeted ministry  

commitments. You can mail your contributions to the church. 

185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove NC 28023. 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

WANT TO JOIN THE CONGREGATION “CARE-AVAN?”   

If you are interested in making a few signs,  

honking and waving, visiting a few folks from the front porch  

or from the window, contact Margie Baucom 980-297-6462. 

2021 YEARBOOK: If you have had an address, email or 

phone number change in the past year, please contact Debby 

704-857-2163 or concordia185@gmail.com. 

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

round table in the Fellowship Hall. 

2021 IS ON THE HORIZON! Thank you to Concordia’s 

ushers & greeters (8:30) and greeters (11). 2020 has been a 

unique year for our congregation. Please contact Vinnie if 

you can serve in our Worship Services in 2021. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS TEAM is already preparing for 

2021! If you are currently serving as a H &W team member 

and/or interested in serving on this congregational health and 

wellness ministry and outreach team then please contact  

Hollie Hutchens, Faith Nurse. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Volunteers are needed for 2021. 

Contact Tabatha Overcash if you are interested. 

THE WOMEN OF  CONCORDIA ANNUAL MEETING 

TODAY at 3:00 pm in the Family Life Center.  

2021 FLOWER CHART is now on the bulletin board in the 

FLC.  Please contact Debby in the office or Hilda Goodnight 

704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Concordia will be receiving new members in November and 

December. Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to 

join or if you’re interested in learning more about Concordia. 

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

JOYFUL MOVEMENT is back! You must register with 

Nurse Hollie. Wednesdays from 11-11:45 in the Fellowship 

Hall. All COVID precautions will be in place, facemask will be 

required. 

STAR TREE. All the stars have been chosen.  All gifts are due 

Sunday, Dec 6 by 5 pm and thank you for sharing the love of 

Jesus.  

DID YOU KNOW?  The first men’s Oyster Stew Supper was 

held March 8, 1958 at the Scout Hut with 45 men and guests 

attending.  In 1959, the men decided to have 4 quarterly 

―Feeds‖:    March - Oyster Stew;  June -  Family Supper;  June -

Chicken and Dumpling Supper; and September  - Supper.  The 

Oyster Stew became an annual event.  In 1975, the supper was 

moved to the first Saturday night of December and this year is 

the first time in 45 years that this annual event has not taken 

place.   The event evolved into a ―Family Night‖ with a        

program and a visit from Santa Claus many years later when 

ladies and children were invited.   

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com

