
 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
January 10, 2021 

The Baptism of Our Lord / The First Sunday after Epiphany 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.      

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Most merciful God,             

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Baptized in Water” 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.           

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ baptism you declared him to be your beloved Son and set him apart as your agent of 

grace for your creation. May we who are baptized into his life also be sent as agents of grace in your world; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 (We sit, then ages 3 through 2nd grade are welcome to attend Children’s Church) 
 

PSALM  29    (read responsively) 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; 

 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

 the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

 the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8The voice of the Lord  makes the oak trees writhe 

 and strips the forests bare. 
9And in the temple of the Lord 

 all are crying, “Glory!” 
10

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

 the Lord sits enthroned as King forevermore. 
11The Lord shall give strength to his people; 

 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 

   
NEW TESTAMENT READING Hebrews 12:1-6 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 

so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 
 

3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary 

or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you 

forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL     Mark 1:4-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all  



 

 

the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan,  

confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 

wild honey.  
 
7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came 

from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  

 
10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him 

like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

SERMON   “Pressing Toward the Mark: Submitting” 
(Text: Hebrews 12:1-6) 
 

HYMN   “Shall We Gather at the River” 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS & APOSTLES' CREED 
 

Renewal Through Baptism 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the new year that is upon us and for the new life in Christ that is within us. May we 

hold fast to your promise through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that we are indeed free from sin’s control and have new 

life because he gave his own life for us. Help us to remember and recall our baptism into this new life so that we may share 

the hope and peace we have in you. Lord in your mercy.     

Hear our prayer. 
 

Care for Caregivers 

Gracious and merciful Father, we pray for all who are in the midst of taking care of loved ones. May they feel your  

presence and guidance to be compassionate caregivers revealing your continuous love through them. Give them patience 

and understanding as we are reminded of your promise through the power of the Holy Spirit. Lord in your mercy.   

 Hear our prayer. 
 

Church Leaders 

Lord, Heavenly Father, help us consistently care for the leaders and pastors of our church. May we continue to lift them up 

in prayer for their own well-being and for the well-being of the whole church. We thank you for their presence in the 

church and in the world as beacons of light and hope to a people in need of your peace, presence, and hope. Lord in your 

mercy.   

Hear our prayer.  
 

Health and Wellness 

Lord Jesus, Almighty Healer, we pray for those who are afflicted with chronic pain, depression, and other health issues that 

affect their way of living in this world. May the promise of eternal life with you give us all the hope we need to sustain us, 

Lord in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer. 

           

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior.  

 Amen.  
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.        

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.     

  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.         

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



 

 

OFFERING 
 

(we stand) 
 

DOXOLOGY (sung by the congregation) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Together, let us pray.  

God of all creation, we praise you for all the wonders you have made, and for your all-sustaining care.  

Receive our offerings this morning from our thankful hearts, and may our lives reflect the goodness and 

love shown in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this in remembrance of me.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 

Have mercy on us. And grant us peace. Amen. 
(we sit) 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(we stand)  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 

O Lord, we give you thanks and praise for this sacrament. Strengthen us by the power of this gift, your heavenly food. 

Through it, may we all be healed and filled with faith and hope in Jesus Christ our Lord.    

 Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY & LORD’S PRAYER 
Good and loving God, We rejoice in the birth of Jesus. As you have blessed us with your gifts of grace, receive the gifts 

we offer you this morning. May all the world shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

HYMN   “It  is Well With My Soul ” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING           

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 AMEN!           
With a song of praise in your heart, serve and proclaim Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 WE WILL!  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 
 

Activities & Events 

 
 

Sunday,  January 10 
7:00am Council Meeting 
8:30am Worship 
11:00am Worship 
1:00-6:00pm Blood drive 
2:00pm Audit Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday,  January 13 
6:00pm Mutual Ministry Team Meeting 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  January 17 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 
3:00pm Catechism Instruction 
 

Wednesday, January 20 
7:00pm Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday,  January 24 
8:30am Worship  
11:00am Worship 

 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

January 4, 2021 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2020 budget:  $6,594.12 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service  38 
11:00am  Worship Service  68 
Evening Prayer Service–Jan 6      32            
General Fund           $  7,372.00 
General Fund- online offering   $ 0.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  135.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  2,000.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  690.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 7,372.00 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 6,983.06 
                Difference                              $    388.94 

   

Jan 10, 2021 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Faith Community Nurse  Hollie Hutchens 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)  hollie.hutchens@atriumhealth.org 
704-762-7389 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Mike Ashley  

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of all our Heros:  
 medical, fire, police, rescue personnel by Mike and Susanne Bebber. 
 

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God with thanksgiving and praise  
for all his blessing to us and in loving honor of Branson McCoy Hartsell as we  
celebrate his 1st Birthday tomorrow. We love you precious boy.   

 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Hope Bostian  1/11 
Branson Hartsell  1/11 
Scotland Karriker  1/12 
Linda Brown  1/12 
Kirstie Pate 1/12 

Melvin McAlister  1/12 
Michael McLaughlin  1/13 
Scott Onesios 1/14 
Kittie McLaughlin 1/16 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  

Tuesday through Sunday 
Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 

(Monday, day off) 

Faith Community Nurse Hollie Hutchens 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (“Concordia Lutheran Church 1”).  

Holy Communion 
Due to the dramatic increase of COVID-19 cases in our community 
and out of an abundance of caution, Concordia will not have Holy 
Communion in January or February. 
 
Good Shepherd Fund 
This fund was created over 20 years ago to assist Concordia families 
who have urgent needs: heating oil, electric and utility bills, food, 
medications, eviction notices and other essentials. Cash is not given 
to individuals, but funds are directed to the service provider. If you are 
a Concordia member and with an immediate concern, contact Pastor 
Ken. kenreed803@gmail.com or 704-796-1764. 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 

Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Hood, Texas) 

 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 

 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 

Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  

this list beyond 60 days. 
 
 

Helen Alfano and family  12/1/20 
 

Aiden Best    10/25/20 
(Grandson of Joe & Shirley Allen) 
 

Scott Brady    11/22/20 
 

Family of David Scott Byers II  12/20/20 
(Son of Joan Ritchie) 
 

Bryan Cox    11/30/20 
(Stepbrother of Todd Holshouser) 
 

Will Fesperman   12/22/20 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Family of Seretta Hardin   11/15/20 
 

Gene Hobbs    12/2/20 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 

Jeff Howard                11/29/20 
(Dolly Karriker’s nephew)                                                                              
 

Family of Rodger Livengood   1/3/21 

(Friend of Bo Bost)  
 

Kent Martin, Nancy & Kenneth Martin   1/3/21 

(Family of Bernice Trexler)  
 

Alan and Casey Meares   11/29/20 
(Friends of Brenda McAlister)                                           
 

Margaret Nelson   11/22/20 
(Mother of Christy Yost)                                           
 

Joyce Poovey                 1/3/21 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Linda Diane Speight  11/2/20 
 

Bobby “Sev” Sellers   12/21/20 

Kathy Sellers     
 

Bobbie Suddeth   1/3/21 
 

Teresa Yost    11/29/20 

(Ryan Yost & Mandy Lanning’s aunt) 
 

JoAnne Wingler   12/27/20 

(Sister of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Wynell Wood    11/22/20 

(Friend of the Community) 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 

 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Audrey Smith  (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Becky Waller   (Elmcroft of Salisbury) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Marc Clark  (Novant-Salisbury) 
 

 

 

  

Leonard & 

       Phyllis Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Jennifer Bostian 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Jill Earnhardt 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann  

          Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Kay & Ray Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Bernice Trexler 

Jettie Wise 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers  Nathan Wells, Jennie Ritchie, Johnny Karriker, Derry Brown 

Greeters   

Announcements Vinnie Duncan 

Council Member Kathy Blalock 

Lay Reader Sarah Brandt 

   Altar Flowers  Children’s  Church 

Jan 3 Zinda Nesbitt Jan 3   

Jan 10 Susanne Bebber Jan 10  Mandy Lanning 

Jan 17 Zinda Nesbitt Jan 17  Jenni Ritchie/Lani Earnhardt 

Jan 24  Jan 24  Sarah Wells 

Jan 31   Jan 31  Christy Yost 

Worship Service Responsibilities for January 



 

 

JANUARY WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the 

church website. Is your name listed? 

WELCOME TO THOSE VISITING WITH US.   

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at 

the back of the church, so we can welcome you by name. 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of worship 

this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 

church history. Please complete the pew register located on 

your chairs for your family and drop in the baskets by the 

door, ink pens are available on the round table. 

2021 DIRECTORY: Please contact the church office if you 

have had an address, email or phone number change during 

the past year.  

DECEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the 

table in the Fellowship Hall. 

2021 FLOWER CHART – SIGN UP NOW!  

There are a lot of open spaces. Please contact the church 

office or Hilda Goodnight 704-433-8127. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? 

Please contact Pastor Ken if you would like to join or if 

you’re interested in learning more about Concordia.  

kenreed803@gmail.com, 704-857-2163. 

A LIST OF COVID TESTING SITES is located on table 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVICE IN 2021: 

Greeters and ushers at the 8:30am and greeters at the 

11:00am services 

Contact Vinnie Duncan 

Children’s Church– need for volunteers is great, please 

Contact Christy Yost or Mandy Lanning 

2021 OFFERING BOXES are available in the Friendship 

Classroom. Someone will be on hand to help with the  

distribution before and after services. If you need your  

envelopes mailed, please contact the office. 

4TH ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE TODAY 1pm - 6pm  

in memory of Jo Starnes and Jimmy Ritchie. 

AUDIT COMMITTEE - The Audit Committee will meet  

Sunday January 10th at 2pm in the Youth Building basement to  

conduct the annual audits.  Please let Lisa Ashley know if you  

will not be able to attend.  We will practice social distancing  

and everyone needs to wear a mask. 
 

CHURCH TREASURERS- Please have your financial  

statements, bank statements, invoices, financial documents in  

the basement Church office by Sunday, January 10th. 

THANK YOU Concordia Church Family for the wonderful 

Christmas gift.  Bernice Trexler. 

THANK YOU Residents and staff of Deal Care Inn would 

like to give a special Thanks to the kids for making our  

Christmas very very special in this time of COVID. Can't  wait 

till you guys can visit us again.  We love you all!!!!  

TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

 Please write a separate contribution check for each fund/

account.  

 Please write your name on your offering envelope if you 

are making a cash contribution. 

 The “General Fund” addresses all the 2020 budgeted  

       ministry commitments.  

 You can mail your contributions to the church.  

       185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove NC 28023. 

FABULOUS NEWS!!!  Due to the amazing blessings from God 

our Father, and the generosity of our Concordia Congregation, the 

loan for our new organ and piano is almost all paid off!  It will 

soon be a very big Hallelujah!!!  After applying the sales tax  

refund, we now have a remaining loan balance of $6,108.68 and 

the current balance in the checking account is $2,491.19.  That 

means that it will only take an additional $3,617.49 to pay off 

the remaining balance, which won't take long!  We thank God 

for His abundance of blessings to us and our commitment to give 

back to Him in His Honor and Glory for the benefit of our worship 

and music!  Thank you Concordia!!!!!  

mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

In Honor of Susanne Bebber 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Margie Baucom 

 

In Memory of Wayne Holman 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Carolyn Holman 

 

In Honor of Becky Karriker 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Margie Baucom 

 

In Honor of Frankie Freeze 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Jan and Omar Williams 

 

In Memory of Frank Overcash 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Family 

 

In Memory of Douglas Overcash 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Family 

 

In Honor of Vinnie Duncan 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Eddie Karriker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of Hoke Karriker 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Ferman and Barbara Karriker 

 

In Honor of Omar and Jan Williams 

To the Organ/Piano Fund by: 

Joe and Shirley Allen 

 

In Honor of Cole Issacs 

To Concordia Church by: 

Arnold and Mary Isaacs 

 

In Honor of Leonard and Phyllis Beaver 

And in Memory of Ivy and Ruth Overcash 

To the Good Shepherd Fund by: 

Bryan and Meredith Overcash 

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 

To Concordia Lutheran Church 


