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We enter and remain in silence. On this night the church gathers to hear the proclamation of Christ’s
passion, to pray for the life of the world, and to meditate on the life-giving cross. The ancient title for
this day is “The Triumph of the Cross” which reminds us of the tree on which hung our salvation.
This time of reflection and adoration is a reminder of Christ’s triumph and our Lord’s sacrifice.
SILENCE & MEDITATION
THE SUFFERING SERVANT SONG FROM ISAIAH 53
Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground;
He had no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
And as one from whom others hide their faces.
Surely he has borne our infirmities, and carried our diseases;
Yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Let us pray. Almighty God, look with mercy on your family of faith who are gathered here and across the world, for
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and given over into the hands of sinners and to suffer death on
the cross; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

OUR PREPARATION
God commanded His love toward us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Beneath the cross of our Lord this night, let us confess the sins that nailed Him to the tree, and implore His mercy and His
pardon.
OUR CONFESSION OF SINS
O most mighty and merciful Father, who has compassion upon all people, and hates nothing that You have
made; who wills not the death of sinners, but that they should turn from their sins and be saved; Mercifully
forgive us our trespasses; receive and comfort us, who are grieved and wearied with the burden of our sins.
Your will is always to have mercy.
Spare us, therefore, good Lord. Spare your people whom You have redeemed. Enter not into judgment
with Your servants who acknowledge their sins, and truly forgive us of our sins; and so make haste to help
us in this world, that we may live with You in the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OUR ABSOLUTION
The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, loose you from your sins by His blood: for the sake of His
wounds, pardon all your transgressions; and by His stripes grant you healing both of body and mind.
Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“O Mighty Cross”

JOHN 19:1-42 AND THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they
dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him and striking him in the face.
„HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS!‟
Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against
him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When
the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,
„CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!‟
Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.’ The Jews answered him,
„WE HAVE A LAW, AND ACCORDING TO THAT LAW HE OUGHT TO DIE BECAUSE
HE HAS CLAIMED TO BE THE SON OF GOD.‟
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are
you from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know
that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me
unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ From
then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out,
„IF YOU RELEASE THIS MAN, YOU ARE NO FRIEND OF THE EMPEROR.
EVERYONE WHO CLAIMS TO BE A KING SETS HIMSELF AGAINST THE EMPEROR.‟
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone
Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to
the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out,
„AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!‟
Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered,
„WE HAVE NO KING BUT THE EMPEROR.‟
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to
what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two
others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read,

‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said
to Pilate,
„DO NOT WRITE, “THE KING OF THE JEWS”, BUT, “THIS MAN SAID, I AM KING OF THE JEWS.” ‟
Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and
divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one
piece from the top. So they said to one another,
„LET US NOT TEAR IT, BUT CAST LOTS FOR IT TO SEE WHO WILL GET IT.‟
This was to fulfill what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they
cast lots.’ And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,
„WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON.‟
Then he said to the disciple,
„HERE IS YOUR MOTHER.‟
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he
said (in order to fulfill the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’
THEN HE BOWED HIS HEAD AND GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT.
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially
because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and
the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with
him.
BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS AND SAW THAT HE WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY DID NOT BREAK HIS LEGS.
INSTEAD, ONE OF THE SOLDIERS PIERCED HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR, AND AT ONCE BLOOD AND WATER CAME
OUT.
(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)
These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ And again another
passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews,
asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body.
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a
hundred pounds.
THEY TOOK THE BODY OF JESUS AND WRAPPED IT WITH THE SPICES IN LINEN CLOTHS,
ACCORDING TO THE BURIAL CUSTOM OF THE JEWS.
Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one
had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
THEY LAID JESUS THERE.

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO
WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON … BEHOLD THY MOTHER
TODAY, YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE
MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?
I THIRST
IT IS FINISHED
FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT
(Let us silently reflect upon the passion of our Savior, Jesus Christ)
MEDITATION
ANTHEM

“Oh, The Blood”

BIDDING PRAYER
O God of our salvation,
Have mercy and hear us.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN

“There is a Fountain”

BENEDICTION
Now the peace of God who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in His sight; through Jesus Christ to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
SILENT RECESSIONAL

Easter Sunday – April 4
Join us as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Savior!
Easter Sunday …………………….. 8:30 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Easter Festival Worship………11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Please bring flowers and place on Concordia’s Easter cross on Easter Day.
The cross will be located in the hallway at the covered drive through entrance to our church.

Introducing an additional way to worship online!
We are now live streaming the 11:00AM worship services real time to YouTube through the
following channel link:
Concordia Lutheran Church, China Grove, NC - YouTube
We will also be live streaming 7:00PM Holy Week worship services and other special non-Sunday
worship services as they arise. We are excited to be able to now stream these services online in
real time as they are occurring. Thanks to everyone who has helped in getting this streaming link
created and working! Concordia Worship and Music Team
When you click on the link, you should see the following:

