
 

 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
May 9, 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) 

Amen.  
God of grace and mercy, show us your ways and teach us your paths. Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the Lord 
of our salvation; for whom we wait. (Psalm 25:4-5)  

Amen.  
If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sin. (1 John 1:6-7) 
 

(silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

Heavenly Father, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. According to your abundant mercy, 
blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us 
a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your presence, and 
take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing  
spirit. Amen. (Psalm 51:1-2, 10-12) 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To 
those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power of to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
 

GATHERING SONG  “Blessed Assurance” 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, all good things can come from you alone; hear our humble prayers. Inspire us to consider what is true, 
and direct us to accomplish what is right; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

(11:00 am: Children 2nd grade and younger may attend Children’s Church) 



 

 

(we sit) 
 

PSALM  98     (read responsively) 
1Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
  2With his right hand and his holy arm 
  has he won for himself the victory. 
 
3The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
  4He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 

5Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
  6Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 

7With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
  8Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
  the lands and those who dwell therein. 
 

9Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when he comes to judge the earth. 
  10In righteousness shall he judge the world 
  and the peoples with equity. 
 
Here ends the read of the Psalm. 
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   1 John 5:1-8 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever 
has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  
 
3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone 
who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world — our faith. 5Who is it 
that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
 
6This is he who came by water and blood — Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the 
Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and 
the blood; and these three agree. 
           

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL HYMN    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL      John 15:9-17        
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9{Jesus said,} “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
 
12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that  
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you.  
 
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.” 
 

 
 

 



 

 

The Gospel of the Lord!  
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(we sit) 
 

SERMON     Pastor Ken Reed  
 

SONG OF THE DAY   “Abide With Me” 
 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Andie Kate Bokus 
 

(Pastor) In holy baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us to the death and  
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of baptism we are reborn 
children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the church which is 
the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 

Trusting in God’s grace and love, do you desire to have Andie Kate baptized? 
(parents) I do. 

 

PRESENTATION 
As you present Andie Kate for baptism in Christian love, you are entrusted with gifts & responsibilities:  
 

LIVE with her among God’s faithful people,  
BRING her to the services of worship in God’s house, 
TEACH her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. 
 

As Andie grows in years, you should: PLACE in her hands the Holy Scriptures, PROVIDE for her instruction in the  
Christian faith, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world 
God made, and lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.  Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 
 (parents) I do. 
 

Family and friends, do you promise to nurture Andie in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, help her 
live in the covenant of baptism, support and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

(congregation) We do. 
 

RENUNCIATION OF EVIL (for the parents) 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?      
I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
In faith, I turn to Christ. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH (for the family and congregation) 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 

 



 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters and you created the world by your 
Word, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through water you led your people Israel from slavery in Egypt to  
freedom in the promised land.  
 

In the waters of the Jordan Jesus was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection you delivered us from the power of sin and death, and set us free to live in you.  
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon this water and upon Andie who is washed in it, that she may be given new life. To you be  
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
Andie Kate, I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, and the spirit of mercy. 

Amen! 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 
birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

(the presiding minister lays both hands on the head of the newly baptized person and prays for each)        
 

Sustain Andie Kate with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

SEALING WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS and ANOINTING WITH OIL. 
Andie Kate, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit, and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE BAPTISMAL CANDLE 
(a candle, given to the newly baptized, connects the death & resurrection of Jesus with our baptismal death &resurrection to new life) 
 

Let us pray: O God, the giver of life, look with kindness upon this family. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given 
them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for her. Strengthen them in their own baptism, so they may share 
eternally with Andie the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION and WELCOME (the pastor presents the newly baptized to the congregation) 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ,  
a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon 
you with favor (+), and give you his peace. 
 Amen. 



 

 

OFFERING 
 
 
 

 

MUSIC 
 

(we stand) 
 

OFFERTORY 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray.  

God of all creation, we praise you for all the wonders you have made, and for your all-sustaining care.  
Receive our offerings this morning from our thankful hearts, and may our lives reflect the goodness and 
love shown in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   “Victory in Jesus” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 
Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
And the Lord look upon you favor (+) and grant you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Go in peace and serve the LORD. 
 We will! Thanks be to GOD! 

Offerings are collected before/after worship at the entrances of the Sanctuary and Family Life Center.  

Online giving is now available through our website www.concordialutheran.org.



 

 

 

Activities & Events 

 
 

Sunday,  May 9 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Family Life Center 
 

Tuesday, May 11 
6:15pm Executive Committee, Parlor 
 

Wednesday, May 12 
7:00pm Evening Prayer, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday,  May 16    
Congregational Meetings 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Family Life Center 
 

Tuesday, May 18 
6:30pm Mutual Ministry, Youth Basement   
 
 

Wednesday, May 19 
7:00pm Evening Prayer, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday,  May 23 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Family Life Center 
3:30-5:30pm Catechism Classes, Family Life Center 
 
 

Wednesday, May 26 
7:00pm Evening Prayer, Sanctuary 
7:45pm Worship and Music, Youth Basement 
 

Sunday,  May 30   
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Family Life Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starting Sunday, May 2nd, Concordia will alternate our worship 
locations each month through August: 
 

                          MAY      8:30am, Sanctuary 
               11:00am, Family Life Center 
 

 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

May 2, 2021 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2021 budget:  $6,766.59 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service   54 
11:00am  Worship Service   75 
Wed. Evening Prayer (May 5)        28     
General Fund           $      6,404.00 
General Fund-Vanco weekly  $         229.00 
General Fund–Online   $ 2,800.00 
Building & Improvement Fund   $  605.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $  195.00 
Specials and Memorials           $  250.00 
Good Shepherd  $             0.00 
   

 Received Year to Date  $ 133,054.82 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 125,695.08 
                Difference                             $     7,359.74 

May 2, 2021 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Mike Ashley  
980-621-3434   mikeashley@ctc.net 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Lee 
and Hilda Goodnight and in memory of Elwood and Lucille Brandt  
by Chip and Sarah Brandt. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Zach Smith  5/10 
Tabatha Overcash  5/12 
Tyalor Hartsell  5/12 

Todd Bost  5/14 
Robin Harvey  5/15 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  
Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
(Monday, day off) 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

  

  

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (“Concordia Lutheran Church 1”).  



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 
Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Meade, MD) 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 
Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 

Jean Anderson    4/18/21 
(Friend of Community) 
 

Anthony and Lisa Armstrong  3/14/21 
 

Family of Leonard Beaver  3/21/21 
 

Von Bell    3/7/21 
(Reba McNeely’s brother) 
 

Family of Camden Cohick  4/4/21 
 

Rachel Davis    4/25/21 
(Mother of Debbie Shepherd) 
 

Will Fesperman   3/14/21 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Steve Gooch    4/18/21 
 

Perry Hendrickson   4/18/21 
 

Gene Hobbs    3/7/21 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 

Family of Herman Hopson  4/11/21 
(Brother of Marjorie Beaver) 
 

Linda Karriker    4/18/21 
 

Ray King    3/14/21 
(Brother of Dolly Karriker) 
 

Donna Lambert    3/14/21 
(Niece of Nancy Karriker) 
 

Bobby Leagon    3/7/21 
(Father of Chanda McCoy) 
 

Jennifer and Dwayne Leonard  3/14/21 
(Friends of Vinnie Duncan) 
 

Family of Nat McCorkle  4/11/21 
(Sister of Vivian Murphy) 
 

 Family of Mike Nesbit               4/11/21 
(Cousin of Ivan Nesbitt) 
 

Joyce Poovey                 3/28/21 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Family of Mary Roberts  3/21/21 
 

Family of WJ Roberts   5/2/21 
  

Larry C. Shepherd   4/18/21 
(Father –in-law of Debbie Shepherd) 
 

Family of Bernice Trexler  3/7/21 
 

JoAnne Wingler   3/14/20 
(Sister of Ben Fesperman) 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 
 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Becky Waller   (Magnolia Creek, Winston Salem) 

   2560 Willard Rd, Winston Salem, NC 27107 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Joe Allen 

Martha Baker 

Barbara Benfield 

Steve Benfield 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Craig Diekman 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann 

 Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Lisa Johnson 

Barbara Karriker 

Dale Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Nelsie Lawing 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughlin 

Mike McLaughlin 

Donna Morrison 

Comeleta Overcash 

Tabatha Overcash 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Debbie Shepherd 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Jettie Wise 

Duane Wood 

Geraldine Wood 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com (search “Concordia Lutheran 

Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 
CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

concordia185@gmail.com 

8:30am Worship Service  

Ushers & Greeters  

  

11:00am Worship Service  

Ushers Jerry Beaver (head usher), Barbara Beaver, Tommy Earnhart, Andy 
Houck, Robert Onesios 

Greeters   

Announcements Johnny Karriker 

Council Member Tony Brown 

Lay Reader Dyann Ritchie 

   Altar Flowers   Children’s  Church   Front Porch Visits 

May 2 Belinda Cozart  Sarah Wells   William & Donna Morrison 

May 9 Sarah Brandt  Christy Yost   Mike & Suzanne Bebber 

May 16 Brenda McAlister  Amanda Faggart   William & Donna Morrison 

May 23 Joan Ritchie  Jill Sellers   Joe & Shirley Allen 

May 30 Alicia Holshouser  No Children’s Church   Bill & Connie Cagle 

Worship Service Responsibilities for May 

Please take a moment to sign the visitor book on the table at the back of the church,  
so we can welcome you by name. Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  

worship this morning.  We are glad to have you here! 

WELCOME  
TO THOSE VISITING 

WITH US TODAY.   

 



 

 

MAY WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES  
are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 
church history. Please complete the pew register located on 
your chairs in the FLC and on the pews in the Sanctuary 
and drop in marked baskets by the entrances.  

MARCH COUNCIL MINUTES are available on the table 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

2021 FLOWER CHART – JUST A FEW SPACES LEFT!   
Sign up today! Check the bulletin board for the open Sundays. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVICE IN 2021:  
Children’s Church– need for volunteers is great, please 
Contact Christy Yost or Mandy Lanning. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each fund/
account.  

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2021 budgeted  
       Ministries, including Concordia’s Outreach and Witness  
       Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  

GOOD SHEPHERD FUND 
This fund was created over 20 years ago to assist Concordia 
families who have urgent needs: heating oil, electric and 
utility bills, food, medications, eviction notices and other 
essentials. Cash is not given to individuals, but funds are 
directed to the service provider. If you are a Concordia 
member and with an immediate concern, contact Pastor Ken. 
kenreed803@gmail.com or 704-796-1764. 

GRADUATION RECOGNITION  will be  June 6 at the 
11:00am service. 
 High School: Cole Isaacs 
 College: Hayley White 

COVID VACCINATIONS: The Rowan County Health 
Department and Rowan Emergency Services are partnering 
to ensure folks who are truly homebound are able to receive 
the vaccine if they want it. Homebound is defined as the 
individual truly is unable to get out to a vaccination. Please 
encourage those individuals to call the appointment line 
980-432-1800 (Option 1 for vaccine info) and explain the 
need to assist an individual who is homebound.  

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER 
in the Sanctuary (7:00pm) for song, prayer and bible study. 
The topic for the May is “Praying the Names and Attributes 
of God” from the Navigators Study Resource. 
 

May 12      God is Holy      Revelation 4:8-11 
May 19      God Heals      Exodus 15:22-26 
May 26      God is Self-Sufficient   Acts 17:24-28 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
for our 7th, 8th and 9th graders continues on Sundays monthly  
in the Family Life Center (3:30-5:00pm). 
 

May 23 - Sacraments 
June & July - No Classes 
Aug 22 – Confession and Forgiveness 
Sept 19 - Law and Gospel 
Oct 3 - Preparing a Bible study 
Nov 7 - Bible study presentations 
Dec 5 - Luther and the Reformation 
Jan 16 - Confirmation Sunday 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE WITH VANCO 
You can now give Tithes and Offerings to our General 
Fund with the click of a button from our home page:  
      www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

Just click on the Give Now button from the main menu and 
the self-guided steps will walk you through the process. 
Giving via a mobile app is coming soon. 

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON MAY 16 
at the end of 8:30am service and at the end of the 11:00am service. 
Congregation will consider a recommendation from Church Council 
for a new staff position: Faith Formation Coordinator. This is a full 
time position and the job description and compensation package is 
attached. 
 

The Church Council acknowledges that, because of lower 
church attendance due to COVID-19, the minimum number 
required to constitute a quorum for congregational meetings 
may not be achieved. Once the COVID-19 pandemic is over, 
the Church Council will review the quorum requirements in 
our Constitution and report back to the congregation. 

DEAR CONCORDIA FAMILY, thank you for the cards, 
food, prayers, and kind words upon the death of Audrey. 
Mom truly lived by her Christian faith and Concordia was a 
very important part of her life. A special thank you to Pastor 
Ken and Eddie for following Mom's planning in conducting 
the graveside and the memorial services. They both were 
very special. The members of Concordia were a blessing to 
Mom and continue to be for our family. The Audrey Smith 
Family 

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org


 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
 

Reports To 
The Pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church will provide day-to-day supervision of the Faith Formation Coordinator.  Issues between the 
Faith Formation Coordinator and other staff or congregation members, will be addressed by the Pastor, Mutual Ministry Team and the 
Council.   
 

Job Overview 
The Faith Formation Coordinator is responsible for providing support to the church’s pastor and ministries teams.  Additionally, this  
position requires sensitivity and discretion, strong organization skills, the ability to prioritize tasks and projects, an attention to detail, and 
a warm and welcoming demeanor.  The Faith Formation Coordinator works closely with the pastor and must be able to work well with 
staff, volunteers, parishioners, and visitors. 
 
Employee Status and Hours 
Full-time, 40 hours per week, flexible schedule  
 

Responsibilities and Duties 

• Assisting the Christian Education Team to broaden the scope and improve the quality of educational ministry within the  
        congregation 

• Assisting in the development and implementation of learning goals related to Church Sunday School, Bible Study Groups,  
        Confirmation Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Children's Activities, Leadership Development, Youth Ministry 

• Coordinating and directing learning opportunities such as Bible Study Groups, Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, Youth  
        Meetings 

• Coordinating and directing projects which benefit the church and mission work where the youth, both Kids for Christ and Luther 
League, can grow in Christian service and witness to the world, while ensuring that fund raising for projects follow guidelines or 
approval of the Congregation Council 

• Learning about curriculum and other resources available to further Christian education of all church members 

• Assisting members of the congregation with identifying their spiritual gifts and encouraging members to use those gifts  

• Establishing a good communication system that keeps the entire church and other ministries connected/integrated (i.e., weekly email 
of schedule of worship opportunities, etc.) 

• Coordinating and leading opportunities with other area congregations 

• Attending council, staff, ministries teams on which you serve, and other meetings as deemed necessary 

• Assisting the Pastor and keeping him informed of the general climate (feeling) of the Congregation 

• Other duties as assigned by the pastors, Church Council, or Church Executive Committee 
 
Spiritual Gifts and Qualifications Helpful for the Job 
The Faith Formation Coordinator will have knowledge and understanding of the Scripture and will maintain a healthy and growing  
spiritual life and will lead others to do the same with the teachings of the North American Lutheran Church.  An Associate’s or  
Bachelor’s degree and Christian Education classes are preferred.  The successful candidate will be organized, able to prioritize tasks  
appropriately, and juggle competing demands.  Additionally, the successful candidate will be highly proficient in using technology, have 
a strong attention to detail, be able to communicate effectively in one-on-one and small group situations, maintain confidentiality, display 
sensitivity, compassion and open to new ideas.   
 
Salary and Benefits 
Total compensation package with benefits – estimated $48,480 – 
60-day probationary period; benefits start after 60 days 
Details: $38,000 base salary plus retirement and health plan for individual only (estimated $9280) 
Reimbursed professional expenses: $500 mileage allowance, $500 Continuing Education, and $200 Media Resources 
Non-financial compensation includes 2 weeks of vacation time and 1 week of sick leave.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Timeline of Discussions 

April 13, 2021 
 
In 2019, the Mutual Ministry met with the Youth Team to discuss the open youth ministry position since no possible candidates had 
been found.  As a result, it was decided to place the search for the youth position on hold until further discussions could be held.  The 
Mutual Ministry team agreed to assist with looking across all ministries of the church to determine where we have opportunities that 
could be addressed by a paid staff member. 
 
In July and August 2019, the Team met with the Youth, Christian Ed, Activities, Member Care, and Worship & Music teams to discuss the 
possibility of a broader position that would encompass more than just youth ministry.  It was determined that we should seek a “Faith 
Formation Coordinator” that could assist with filling some of the gaps of the other church ministries.   
 
Following the announcement of Pastor Larry Bost’s retirement at the end of 2019, the group decided to pause the search for a Faith 
Formation Coordinator to allow the Teams to reevaluate the needs of our ministries, taking into consideration the impact of Pastor 
Bost’s retirement.  However, a job description was drafted by the combined teams. 
 
In February 2020, the Team met for the purpose of reviewing all paid staff roles for Concordia.  Specifically, the Team reviewed staff 
titles, compensation schedules, compensation rates, welfare and other benefits, reporting structure and performance dialogue  
requirements. 
 
The Team also discussed the gap left by the retirement of Pastor Larry and what should be done to fill that gap.  It was also discussed 
that we still have the open youth coordinator role and the possibility of combining the two roles. 
 
In March 2020, the Team used the North Carolina Synod ELCA 2020 Ministers of Work and Service Compensation Guidelines and  
Worksheet (“Guidance”) as a guide to develop the compensation.  The base salary of $38,000 was based on the Guidance provided, the 
duties of the position and the years of further education required.  The retirement and other benefits of $9,280 was based on 6% for 
pension and the approximation of $7,000 for a health insurance policy for the individual only (no family covered).  Reimbursed  
professional expenses of $1,200 included transportation allowance, continuing education and resources.  The total compensation  
package of approximately $48,480.  It was further decided that non-financial compensation would include two weeks of vacation time 
and one week of sick leave.  
 
Due to COVID-19, the Team paused meetings through February 2021. 
 
In March 2021, the Team met for the purpose of discussing the open Youth Ministry position and next steps. Following an update from 
Youth Taskforce, it was decided that since no potential Youth Ministry candidate could be identified, the Team would focus on the Faith 
Formation Coordinator position. 
 
After a robust discussion, the Team decided to review and pray about the job description and compensation information circulated  
during the March 10, 2020 meeting.  The Team discussed these two items during the next meeting, which was held on Monday,  
April 5, 2021. 
 
On April 5, 2021, the Team discussed the job description and the Minister of Word and Service Worksheet.  Feedback from the Team 
was incorporated and circulated for final feedback.  The Team decided to provide the recommendation for the Faith Formation  
Coordinator to the Executive Committee for discussion during the April 13, 2021, meeting. 


