
 

 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church - July 18, 2021 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, (+) Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) 

Amen.  
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your word, we may confess our sins, receive your  
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

(silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and 
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who confess their sin. As a called 
and ordained ministry of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire  
forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

GATHERING SONG  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  
 

KYRIE & PRAYER OF THE DAY   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 



 

 

Let us pray. Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble servants; that you may hear 
our petitions. In all things, help us to ask for what will please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen.  
(we sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (congregation sings “Jesus Loves Me”) 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH   (children 2nd grade and younger) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Jeremiah 23:1-6 
1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord. 2Therefore thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my 
flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them.  
 

Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the Lord. 3Then I will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be  
fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord.  
 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be 
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our  
righteousness.’” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  47     (read responsively) 
1 Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 

2 For the Lord Most High is awesome, 
  the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 

4 He chose our inheritance for us, 
     the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;  
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 
8 God reigns over the nations; 

     God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham,    

for the kings of the earth belong to God; 
he is greatly exalted. 

 

Here ends the psalm. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   Ephesians 2:13-22 
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
15by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,  
thereby killing the hostility.  
 
17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him 
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are  
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



 

 

GOSPEL HYMN    “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL      Mark 6:30-44      
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31And he said to them, “Come 
away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no  
leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many saw them 
going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them.  
 
34When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew late, his disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36Send them away to go into the surrounding  
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  
 
37But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two 
hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to them, “How many loaves do you 
have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39Then he commanded them 
all to sit down in groups on the green grass.  
 
40So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the 
people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were satisfied. 43And they took up 
twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(we sit) 
 

SERMON     Pastor Ken Reed  
 

SONG OF THE DAY   “We’re Marching to Zion” 
 

PRAYERS & THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
O Lord, you are our good Shepherd. We thank you for watching over us and protecting us. Grant us peace in 
times of trouble. Keep us safe as we navigate the dangers of this world, and comfort us in our grief.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you grant us rest and renewal on the Sabbath and at other times when we are able to step away from 
the daily demands of life. Rejuvenate and restore us with great energy and joy for your love. Lord in your  
mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign Lord, give wisdom and mercy to all the leaders in this world. Give them the mind of Christ so they 
would look out for their peoples’ interests, and not their own. Empower them to walk in your way and lead with 
integrity. Lord in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 

Comforting God, grant healing to those who are hurting in any way… Bring them all to your tender embrace of 
healing and love. Lord in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely into this new day. Preserve us with your mighty  
power, so that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of 
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

(we stand)  
 

OFFERTORY  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray.  

Receive these offerings – our tithes, our time, our abilities – with gratitude for all you have done  
 for us. Through us, may your grace and favor be known to all the world. For the sake of Jesus   

Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.         
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
                         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
                         He will come again to judge the living and the dead.         
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,      
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Wonderful, Merciful, Savior”  Amy Weatherman and Eddie Karriker 
        
 

OFFERINGS are collected before/after each service.  
Offering plates are located at the entrances of the Sanctuary. 
Offerings can also be made on the church website. Click “Give Now” at concordia-lutheran.org. 

"Wonderful, Merciful Savior" 
(originally by Eric Wyse) 

 
Wonderful, merciful Savior 

Precious Redeemer and Friend 
Who would have thought that a Lamb 

Could rescue the souls of men 
Oh, You rescue the souls of men 

 
Counselor, Comforter, Keeper 

Spirit we long to embrace 
You offer hope when our hearts have 

Hopelessly lost our way 
Oh, we've hopelessly lost the way 

 

 Chorus 

You are the One that we praise 

You are the One we adore 

You give the healing and grace 

Our hearts always hunger for 

Oh, our hearts always hunger for 
 

Almighty, infinite Father 

Faithfully loving Your own 

Here in our weakness You find us 

Falling before Your throne 

Oh, we're falling before Your throne. 



 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. We give you thanks for the redemption you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a living faith 
and prepare us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, and ever.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION   
 

COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who 
have received this sacrament may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless 
life, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING           
Jesus is the great shepherd of the sheep.  
Hear his voice and obey his commands. 
 Amen. 
Jesus is the pathway that leads to life.  
Follow in the narrow way. 
 Amen. 
Jesus is the vine and we are the branches.  
Be rooted and grounded in his love. 
 Amen. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     
 Amen!  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Activities & Events 

 

Sunday,  July 18 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
10:00am Acolyte Corps training, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Sanctuary 
 

July 18-July 22       6:00-7:30pm      Vacation Bible School 
 

Tuesday,  July 21 
9:30am Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parlor 
 

Sunday,  July 25 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Sanctuary 
6:00-9:00pm Pool Party at Pines Recreation Club 
 

Tuesday,  July 27 
9:30am Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parlor 
 

Wednesday,  July 28 
6:00pm Worship and Music, Youth Building 
 

Sunday,  August 1 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Sanctuary 
4:00pm Organ and Piano Dedication, Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday,  August 3 
9:30am Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parlor 
6:15pm Executive Committee Meeting, Parlor 
 

Sunday,  August 8 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
9:45 am Council Meeting, Family Life Center 
11:00am Worship, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday,  August 15 
8:30am Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00am Worship, Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday,  August 18 
6:30pm Mutual Ministry Meeting, Youth Building 
  
 
 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

July 11, 2021 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2021 budget:  $6,602.23 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service   73 
11:00am  Worship Service  113 
General Fund           $     5,107.33 
General Fund–Online   $        738.93 
Building & Improvement Fund   $          20.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $            0.00 
Specials and Memorials           $            0.00 
Good Shepherd  $            0.00 
Facility Use   $            0.00 
 

  

 Received Year to Date  $ 204,665.42 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 195,525.68 
                Difference                             $     9,139.74 

July 18, 2021 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Mike Ashley  
980-621-3434   mikeashley@ctc.net 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of  
Barbara and Jerry Beaver for their 50th Wedding Anniversary today 
by their daughters Lani and Jenni, son in laws Brandon and Jason, 
and grandsons Maddux, Jacob and James. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Robert Ritchie  7/18 
William Cagle  7/18 
Nathan Wells  7/18 
Jacob Stubbs 7/19 
Lisa Ashley 7/20 
Sherry Rice 7/20 

Marty Baucom  7/21 
Hazel Cline  7/21 
Chandler Corriher7/23 
Lily Lanning  7/23 
Harold Cline  7/24 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  
Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
(Monday, day off) 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

  

  

SUNDAY WORSHIP: The 11:00am worship service will be recorded, 
and will be posted Monday morning on Concordia’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel (“Concordia Lutheran Church 1”).  



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 
Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Ft Meade, MD) 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 
Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 

 

Eddie Bauer    5/16/21 
(Father of Jeanette Diekman) 
 

Family of Vernon Clodfelter  6/27/21 
 

Scott Brady    6/20/21 
 

Will Fesperman   7/4/21 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Cynthia Foster    6/20/21 
 

Family of David Garmon  6/20/21 
 

Family of Steve Gooch   6/13/21 
 

Diane Bell Grey   6/13//21 
(Reba McNeely’s sister) 
 

Gail Harrington   6/20/21 
 

Gene Hobbs    7/421 
(Husband of  Leila Hobbs) 
 

Family of Staley Johnson, Sr  6/20/21 
 

Family of Shane Karriker  6/6/21 

(Cousin of Judy Haire, Sandra Honbarger  

& Susan Stubbs) 
 

Ray King    7/18/21 
(Brother of Dolly Karriker) 
 

Josh Lambert    5/30/21 
(Brother-in-law of Nathan Hartsell & Taylor Bankhead) 
 

Bobby Leagon    7/4/21 
(Father of Chanda McCoy) 
 

Joyce Poovey                 7/421 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Larry C. Shepherd   7/4/21 
(Father –in-law of Debbie Shepherd) 
 

Bobbie Suddeth   6/27/21 

 

Ron Turbyfill    7/11/21 
 

Khole White    7/4/21 
 

JoAnne Wingler   7/4/21 
(Sister of Ben Fesperman) 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 
 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Becky Waller   (Magnolia Creek, Winston Salem) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

  

  

   

 
 

 

 

Joe Allen 

Martha Baker 

Marjorie Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Steve Benfield 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Mackenzie Dabbs 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann 

 Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Melvin McAlister 

Kittie McLaughin 

Mike McLaughlin 

Comeleta Overcash 

Tabatha Overcash 

Mary Ruth Owens 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

April Roberts 

Debbie Shepherd 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Eddie Starnes 

Henry Starnes 

Jettie Wise 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
              ____ 
 

 

              ____ 

Ushers & Greeters Tim & Jutta Beaver   

Lay Reader Mandy Holden   

    

Acolyte Hannah Stamper Bible Bearer AnnaMarie Overcash 

Banner Bearer  Scott Onesios Crucifer Grace Holshouser 

11:00 am Worship Service in July 

Ushers:  Alan Morrison (Head Usher) Eddie Ritchie, Joey Ashley, Duane Klitzsch, Philip Duncan 

Elevator Jay Ernst Announcements Brenda McAlister 

Lay reader Henry Goodnight Council Member Brenda McAlister 

    

Acolyte Audrey Faggart Bible Bearer Campbell Ellsworth 

Banner Bearer  Ty Lowery Crucifer Seth Karriker 

8:30am Worship Service in July 

 Flowers Children’s Church Front Porch Visits 

July 4 Zinda Nesbitt NO Children’s Church William/Donna Morrison 

July 11 Janette MacDonald Christy Yost/Mandy Lanning Mike/Susanne Bebber 

July 18 Lani Earnhardt Jill Sellers Randy/Ginger Overcash 

July 25 Melinda Dabbs Che Morrison Melvin/Brenda McAlister 

    

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com  

(search “Concordia Lutheran Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

NALC - Carolinas Mission District 
www.carolinasnalc.org 

carolinaslutheranwomen.org  
 
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 

 

CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 
concordia185@gmail.com 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
 

for our 7th, 8th and 9th graders  
continues on Sundays monthly  

in the Family Life Center (3:30-5:00pm). 
 

 

Aug 22 – Confession and Forgiveness 
Sept 19 - Law and Gospel 
Oct 3 - Preparing a Bible study 
Nov 7 - Bible study presentations 
Dec 5 - Luther and the Reformation 
Jan 16 - Confirmation Sunday 



 

 

JULY WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES  
are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 
church history. Please complete the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew & pass it to down the pew. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each fund/
account.  

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2021 budgeted  
       Ministries, including Concordia’s Outreach and Witness  
       Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE WITH VANCO 
 

You can now give Tithes and Offerings to our General 
Fund with the click of a button from our home page:  
      www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

Just click on the Give Now button from the main menu and 
the self-guided steps will walk you through the process. 
Giving via a mobile app is coming soon. 

MONTHLY COUNCIL MINUTES are emailed each 
month to members, available on the church website and on 
the table beside the elevator. 

DELEGATES NEEDED: Each congregation is allowed 
one delegate (in addition to the pastor). Contact Pastor Ken 
if you're interested (kenreed803@gmail.com). Concordia 
has budgeted funds to assist with travel and lodging  
expenses. September 24-25, NALC Carolinas  
Convocation: Holy Lutheran Church, Gastonia NC (Friday 
afternoon through Saturday afternoon). 

WELCOME to those visiting with us today: 
Please take a moment to sign the pew register book located  
at the end of the pew, so we can welcome you by name.  
 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  
worship this morning.  We are glad to have you here! 

MAIN STREET MARKETPLACE will host our own Farm 
to Table dinner Saturday, September 18, featuring produce 
from local farmers and our hydroponic garden!  Tickets are 
$35 per person and all proceeds will benefit our community 
development efforts. www.marketandmeeting.org 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  
Children’s Church 
Contact Christy Yost or Mandy Lanning. 
8:30 am Service Greeters and Ushers  
Contact Vinnie  
2021 Flower chart – Sign up today!  
Check the bulletin board for the open Sundays. 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please contact the office 
if you no longer want/need a box of offering envelopes for 
2022. concordia185@gmail.com or 704-857-2163  

FUNDRAISER on Saturday, July 31 for Jim and Lisa  
Adams’ son-in-law, Josh Lambert. It will be from 11:00am-
2:00pm at Community Church of Mount Pleasant. He has 
been diagnosed with brain tumor.  The fundraiser includes 
BBQ plate lunches, a Car Show, a silent auction and a  
raffle. Please see attached poster for more details. 

POOL PARTY for Kids for Christ and Luther League: 
Pines Recreation Club  on July 25th from 6:00-9:00pm.   
Dinner will be provided. 
 

Please consider bringing a donation of 2 packs of crayons,  
2 coloring books, 2 bubbles and/or 2 playdoh containers for 
our Mission Project for the Old Mill Ministry Back to 
School Bash Preschool bags. If you are not going to the 
pool party, but would like to donate, please place donations 
at the back of the FLC. 
 

LAKE PARTY at Omar and Jan’s on August 15 at 3 pm. 

WOMEN OF CONCORDIA:  The 2021 Carolinas  
Lutheran Women Annual Convocation will be at Faith  
Evangelical Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 2. 
$8.00 registration includes lunch.  

BILL AND HAZEL CLINE are now receiving their mail at 
1003 McKnight St, Kannapolis, NC  2808. Their residence 
address has not changed. 

   VBS 2021 
       “Champions In Life” 
 

 Something for all ages, youth and adults! 
 Even if you did not register, please join us 
 
VBS starts this Sunday, July 18 at 6pm 
- all ages (youth and adults) gather in FLC at 6pm 
- music/intro lesson in FLC 
- games and light refreshments to follow outside 
- if people would like, they could bring their lawn chairs 
from home for the outside portion to enjoy each other’s  
company 
 
Monday - Thursday evenings 6-7:30pm 
- youth gather in FLC for music/skit at 6pm, and then will 
break off into their classes by age 
- all adults are welcome to gather in Sanctuary at 6pm for the 
adult class 
 
Unfortunately we will not be serving a meal this year, but we 
will have light refreshments for everyone Sunday evening 
and the children will have light snacks in their classrooms 
Monday - Thursday nights.  
 
Visit our website at: http://www.concordia-lutheran.org/  
and register under VBS 2021 

THE AMAZING GRACE CIRCLE will meet at the China 
Grove Family House on August 10th at 6:00pm. We invite 
any woman who would like to join us or just have fun and 
fellowship. If you want to c arpool, please meet at the back 
parking lot of the church no later than 5:45pm. We look  
forward to seeing everyone! 

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org
mailto:kenreed803@gmail.com
http://www.concordia-lutheran.org/


 

 

 

Organ and Piano Dedication Service 
 

Sunday, August 1, 2021    

4:00pm 

 

Dedication and blessing of the instruments 

 

Featuring Monty Bennett and Chase Douthit 

 

Organ and piano solos and duets 

 

Congregational hymns 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

       
     My name is  
     Lara Bhasin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I am a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Manhattan, a North American Lutheran Church congregation. I 
am married with two sons, ages seven and nine. I am currently a high school English teacher and I attend the 
North American Lutheran Seminary online, part-time, but very soon (things are up in the air because of the pan-
demic!) I will be a full-time student and finish my M.Div. I can’t wait! 
 
I started thinking about seminary and the ministry back in college, more than twenty years ago, but I never 
felt a strong sense of call. Then life happened and I forgot all about it. Three years ago, a short while after my 
congregation joined the NALC, I suddenly felt a strong, even urgent, sense of call and began to go through the 
discernment process with people dear to me and with the NALC candidacy committee. I never considered any 
seminary other than the NALS; the thought never even crossed my mind! I knew that I wanted a strong confes-
sional, Lutheran education, but I also was awed and delighted by the ecumenical nature of the school, which is 
part of the Anglican Trinity School for Ministry (TSM).  
 
I visited the campus and felt like I had found my “people.” I came back another time to give a presentation in 
a class I was taking, and because I just wanted to visit again anyway, and that time, it felt like home. I cannot 
wait to get back to campus. 
 
Online education was a new world for me, and I am amazed at how well it has worked out. I don’t feel isolat-
ed; I feel part of the community. I find the quality of the online classes as high or higher than classes I have taken 
as part of other advanced degree programs. And it has really helped that I have been able to start my M.Div. 
while keeping my teaching position; this has given me more time to discern and make sure I am on the right 
path. (And I believe I am!) 
 
As a Lutheran I have especially appreciated the two-year long sequence on creeds and catechisms and Lutheran 
theology taught by Dr. David Yeago, a theologian whose work I already admired prior to even thinking about 
seminary. I feel extremely fortunate to have had the chance to study with him.  
 
I am slightly more than halfway through the class credits I need to graduate. I do not do any full-time min-
istry work at the moment, nor have I started any internships, but I guest preach on occasion, and have led Bible 
classes in my own congregation. I could not have done either without what I have learned from my NALS clas-
ses.  
 
The classes are top-notch, the professors are accomplished scholars and warm, faithful Christian men and 
women, the students are delightful. Ambridge is a charming little town, and the campus itself is small but lovely. 
The NALS is serious about the Lutheran tradition in its best sense — as a gift to the church catholic. Being situ-
ated on an Anglican campus with students from other denominations, provides a unique opportunity for dialogue 
and mutual learning.  
 
I give thanks to God every day for the North American Lutheran Seminary and Trinity School for Ministry! 


