
 

 

 

 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
October 31, 2021 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(stand and turn to face the processional cross) 
 

REFORMATION DIALOG 
 

Blessed be God: The Father (+), Son, and Holy Spirit.         
 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.              
There is one Body and one Spirit;              

There is one hope in God's call to us;                   
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;           
 One God and Father of all.             
Blessed be God who sustains and protects his Holy Church.        
 And blessed be God who guides and confirms us in our Faith. Amen. 
 

(A reading from the prophet Jeremiah, the 31st chapter) “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, declares the Lord. 33For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will  
remember their sin no more.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 



 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. O Lord God, heavenly Father, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all temptation, defend them against all enemies of your Word, and  
bestow upon the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(we sit) 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    “Jesus Loves Me”   (children 2 years old to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church) 
 
PSALM 46    (read responsively) 
 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,  
though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High  
 dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.  

   Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
 

The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come and see the works of the LORD,   
 the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the   
 bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire.   

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the  
 earth." The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

 
Here ends the psalm. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                Romans 3:19-28 
 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be  
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the 
works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.21 But now apart from the law the righteousness 
of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
 

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this 
to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he 
did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus. 27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law?  The law that requires works? No, because of the 
law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL     John 8:31-36 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been  



 

 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

SERMON    Pastor Ken Reed 
  

SONG OF THE DAY    “Day by Day” 
 

PRAYER LITANY FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY          

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

 
By your word, O Lord, guide our lives, forgive our sins, inspire our thoughts, shape our attitudes, lighten our darkness, 
give us eternal hope, and fill our hearts with joy, assuring us of your constant presence, until you bring us at last into the 
glories of your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                                                                           

Amen.  
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
                         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
                         He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(we stand) 
 
OFFERTORY  
  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God, our Creator, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. With these gifts we offer you 
this morning, we praise you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERINGS are collected before/after each service.  
Offering plates are located at the entrances of the Sanctuary. 
Offerings can also be made on the church website. Click “Give Now” at concordia-lutheran.org. 



 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that  
whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. We give you thanks for the redemption you have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a living faith and prepare 
us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his  
disciples, saying: Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, and ever.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION   
 

(we stand)  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have  
received this sacrament may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now 
and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

(we stand)  
 

SENDING SONG     “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace. 
 Amen. 
Go in peace. And share Christ with the world. 
 We will!  Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

   
 
 

*Copyright notice: Concordia has paid permission to print and reprint songs, music, lyrics and liturgies through 
OneLicense.net, Sola Publishing/Sower, CCLI and SundaysandSeasons.com. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Activities & Events 

 

 

Sunday, October 31     Reformation Sunday       
Congregational Meeting at both services   
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45am Technology Meeting (Youth Building) 
11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, November 7      All Saint's Day 
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:30-5:30pm Catechism Classes (Family Life Center) 
5:00pm Youth Meeting (Family Life Center) 
6:00pm Choir Practice (Sanctuary Basement) 
 

Tuesday, November 9 
6:00pm Executive Committee Meeting (Youth Building) 
7:00pm Amazing Grace Circle Meeting (Parlor) 
 

Sunday, November 14     Honoring of our Veterans    
Congregational Meeting at both services    
7:00am Council Meeting (Family Life Center) 
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45am Technology Meeting (Youth Building) 
11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 
6:00pm Choir Practice (Sanctuary Basement) 
 
Wednesday, November 17 
6:30pm Mutual Ministries Meeting (Youth Building) 
6:30pm Worship and Music Meeting (Youth Building) 
 

Sunday, November 21  
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 
6:00pm Community Thanksgiving Service 
 

Sunday, November 28      First Sunday in Advent 
8:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45am Technology Meeting (Youth Building) 
11:00am Worship (Sanctuary) 
6:00pm Choir Practice (Sanctuary Basement) 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

October 24, 2021 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2021 budget:  $6,257.66 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service 50    
11:00am  Worship Service 91   
General Fund           $     9,353.00 
General Fund–Online   $        174.68 
Building & Improvement    $            0.00 
Organ/piano Fund           $            0.00 
Specials and Memorials           $            0.00 
Good Shepherd  $            0.00 
Facility Use   $            0.00 
Love Thy Neighbor  $            0.00 
Feed the Hunger Pack-a-thon  $            0.00 
   

 Received Year to Date  $ 306,800.07 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 300,271.58 
  $     6,528.49 

October 31, 2021 

 
 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

 

Concordia’s Ministry Team 
 

Pastor   Rev. Ken Reed 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)    kenreed803@gmail.com       
704-796-1764 (cell) 
 

Administrative Assistant   Debby Isenhour 
704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music   Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663       karriker.eddie@gmail.com 
 

8:30am Service Pianist   Terri Wing 
704-857-3569       terri_wing@yahoo.com 
 

Council Vice-Pres.   Mike Ashley  
980-621-3434   mikeashley@ctc.net 

Matthew Stubbs  10/31 
William Waller 10/31 
Becky Ritchie  10/31 
Diane Klitzsch  11/1 
Russell Foster 11/2 
Mason Waller  11/4 
Abigail Faggart  11/6 

 

                         Office  Hours 

Pastor  
Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
(Monday, day off) 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm 

  

  

 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Bill 
Waller, Larry C. and Larry J. Shepherd and in memory of Pappy 
Karriker for their birthday.  Debby Shepherd 

 

 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Today’s Altar Flowers 

 

Sunday School  
 
Sunday, November 7 - Sunday School returns 



 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 
Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Specialist US Army, Camp Casey, S Korea) 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Eric McLaughlin  
(Lt. Commander, U.S. Navy, Washington DC) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 
Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 

Traci Anderson    10/17/21 
 

Albury Family    9/12/21 
(Friends of Philip and Vinnie Duncan) 
 

Tony Barringer    9/26/21 
 

Carole Barnette and Family  10/31/21 
 

Eddie Bauer    9/12/21 
(Jeanette Diekman’s father) 
 

Linda Benge    9/19/21 
 

Ryan Brooks    9/19/21 
 

Morgan Brown    9/12/21 
 

Kammie Dill    10/31/21 
 

Stephanie Dry    10/31/21 
 

Diane Bell Gray    9/5/21 
(Sister of Reba McNeely) 
 

Charles Harrington   10/10/21 
 

Gene Hobbs    9/26/21 
(Husband of Leila Hobbs) 
 

Celia Knowles    9/19/21 
(Sister of Kay Ritchie) 
 

Tina Overcash                 9/12/21 
(Daughter of Zinda and Ivan Nesbitt)) 
 

Dawn Petrea    9/26/21 
 

Joyce Poovey    10/31/21 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Robin and Doug Richert   10/24/21 
 

Lisa Shue    10/31/21 
 

Kimberly Sikes    9/19/21 
 

Summer Snow    9/12/21 
 

Wynell Wood    9/19/21 
 

 Christian sympathies to the families of: 
 
 

Pauline Beaver    10/10/21 
 

Derrick Bost    10/3/21 
(Perry Lee Bost’s son) 
 

Martha Goodnight   10/17/21 
(Sister of Coleen Kerr)     
 

Billy Marsh    10/17/21 
   

Jack Morgan    10/10/21 
 

Kathy Nelms    10/3/21 
 

David Pethel     10/3/21 
 

Kaylee Overcash    10/31/21 
(Granddaugher of Comeleta Overcash) 
 

Jerry Pless    10/3/21 
 

Jeff Ridehour    10/31/21 
 

 Elizabeth Spry    10/31/21 
(Mother of Rev. Joyce Spry) 
 

George Waller    10/31/21 
(Uncle of Bill Waller) 
 

G.B. Westmoreland   10/31/21 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Members at home and special concerns 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 
 
 

Judy Curlee  (Crescent Heights, Concord) 

Gail Fisher   (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Jeffrey Roberts  (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Duane Wood   (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 
 
 
 

 

  

   

 
 

 

 

  

 

 Martha Baker 

 Phyllis Beaver 

Barbara Benfield 

Steve Benfield 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Harold Cline 

Frankie Freeze 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann 

 Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Jim Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Johnny Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Sue Lyerly 

Kittie McLaughin 

Mike McLaughlin 

Tony Menius  

Comeleta Overcash 

Tabatha Overcash 

Mary Ruth Owens 

Jack Owens 

Judy Ritchie 

April Roberts 

Joan Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Zach Smith  

Henry Starnes 

Becky Waller 

Jettie Wise 

 

 

 

 

Please email or call the office if you want to have  
a name added or removed from this prayer list.  



 

 

 

 
              ____ 
 

 

              ____ 

Ushers & Greeters  Jan & Omar Williams    

Lay Reader Daniel Overcash Scott Overcash Alicia Holshouser 

 (Nov 7) (Nov 14 & 21) (Nov 28 & Dec 5) 

Acolyte Avarie Hartsell Bible Bearer MaryLynn Overcash 

Banner Bearer  Emry Starnes Crucifer   

11:00 am Worship Service in November 

Ushers:  Melvin McAlister (Head Usher) Brenda McAlister, Chip Brandt, Sarah Brandt, Jay Ernst 

Elevator Pratt Karriker Announcements Vinnie Duncan  

Lay reader Susan Stubbs Council Member Jason Ritchie 

    

Acolyte Hope Bostian Bible Bearer Abigail Faggart 

Banner Bearer  Lee Karriker Crucifer Sutherlyn Guy 

8:30am Worship Service in November 

 Flowers Children’s Church Front Porch Visits 

Nov 7 Amy Waller Sarah Wells Joe & Shirley Allen 

Nov 14 Vinnie Duncan Amanda Faggart Mike & Susanne Bebber 

Nov 21 Larry Bost Mandy Lanning Melvin & Brenda McAlister 

Nov 28 Debbie Shepherd Jill Sellers Eddie & Elizabeth Ritchie 

         

View Concordia’s 11:00 AM Services at 
 

www.youtube.com/ConcordiaLutheran1 
 
 

Join our FACEBOOK page at 
www.facebook.com  

(search “Concordia Lutheran Church”) 
 

North American Lutheran Church 
www.thenalc.org 

 

 
NALC - Carolinas Mission District 

www.carolinasnalc.org 
carolinaslutheranwomen.org  

 
 

CONCORDIA’S WEBSITE 
www.concordia-lutheran.org 

 

 

CONCORDIA’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 
concordia185@gmail.com 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
 

for our 7th, 8th and 9th graders  
continues on Sundays monthly  

in the Family Life Center (3:30-5:00pm). 
 

 

 
Nov 7 - Bible study presentations 
Dec 5 - Luther and the Reformation 
Jan 16 - Confirmation Sunday 



 

 

NOV WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES  
are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our 
church history. Please complete the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew & pass it down the pew. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each fund/
account.  

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2021 budgeted  
       Ministries, including Concordia’s Outreach and Witness  
       Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  

         ONLINE GIVING  
        NOW AVAILABLE 
 

You can now give Tithes and 
Offerings to our General Fund 
with the click of a button from 
our home page: 

                 www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

Just click on the Give Now button from the main menu and 
the self-guided steps will walk you through the process. 
Giving via a mobile app is coming soon. 

MONTHLY COUNCIL MINUTES are emailed each 
month to members, available on the church website and on 
the table beside the elevator. 

WELCOME to those visiting with us today: 
Please take a moment to sign the pew register book located  
at the end of the pew, so we can welcome you by name.  
 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  
worship this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  
Children’s Church 
Contact Christy Yost or Mandy Lanning. 
8:30 am Service Greeters and Ushers for 2022 
Contact Vinnie  

INTERESTED IN JOINING CONCORDIA? Or, learning 
more about Concordia? Or, are you a member and would 
like to learn more about being a Lutheran-Christian? Pastor 
Ken will be leading a class called “Christian First, Lutheran 
Second.” More details are on the way. Also, if you are  
interested in joining, please contact Pastor Ken for more  
details. kenreed803@gmail.com  

2022 FLOWER CHART is now on the bulletin board in the 
FLC.  Please contact Hilda Goodnight 704-433-8127. 

ROWAN HELPING MINISTRIES is in desperate need of 
volunteers. The list of volunteer opportunities is on the FLC 
bulletin board. 

SR BIBLE ASSOCIATION’S GOLF TOURNAMENT  
will be Monday, November 1.  Information on bulletin board. 

FEED THE HUNGER PACK-A-THON:  On Wed. 
November 10th, we have the opportunity to pack the  
remaining 11,276 meals from the October 8th pack-a-thon. 
 

Lake Norman Baptist Church has partnered with Feed the 
Hunger and has established a permanent packing area at their 
church.  The bus will leave Concordia at 5:45pm for a 2 hour 
pack-a-thon. Please sign up at the FLC bulletin board or by 
contacting Sarah Brandt 704-640-1971 
or sarahgbrandt@gmail.com. 

CAROLINAS YOUTH REFORMATION FESTIVAL for 
6th -12th graders TODAY at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Gastonia. More details to come. 

THANK YOU to everyone for the calls and cards received  
following the death of Coleen's sister.  Bob and Coleen Kerr 
 

THANK YOU to everyone for their prayers, calls, visits, food 
and love during our loss. We love and appreciate everyone and 
thank you for your continued prayers. The family of Brittany 
Waller 

THANK YOU, CONCORDIA, for the many birthday wishes 
and cards during my 100th birthday celebration.  All were  
wonderful and greatly appreciated. The large number of cards 
was surprising, and I have enjoyed reading every one.  Our 
family is thankful to be part of such a caring  
congregation.   Hoke and Family  

COME SUPPORT CORRIHER GRANGE - Brunswick 
stew and hot dog fundraiser on Saturday, November 6 from 
11-2pm at the Corriher Grange Hall. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY:  

• nominate 6 members to serve on the 2022 Church Council 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON NOVEMBER 14: 

• elect six (6) members to the 2022 Church Council  

• approve two (2) Endowment Trustees  

• approve 2022 Ministry Spending Plan 
 

Due to Covid-19, our congregational meetings will be held  
following the offertory during the 8:30 and 11 am services.  

YOUTH MEETING on November 7th at 5pm in the FLC to 
kick off our Christmas Project. 

CHOIR PRACTICE begins on Sunday, 
November 7 at 6:00pm  -  Come join in!  

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  SERVICE. 
Concordia will be hosting the service on Sunday 
evening, November 21 at 6:00pm 

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org
mailto:sarahgbrandt@gmail.com


 

 


