
 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church  

December 24, 2021 

6:00pm 
WELCOME 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Noel Fanfare“   arrg. Charles Callahan 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of the Father (+), Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
Glory to God in the highest.           
 And on earth, peace and good will toward all God's people.       
We praise thee, we worship thee, and we glorify thee.        
 We give thanks to thee, Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. Amen.  
 
HYMN     “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

 Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  : 
 Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem:    
 Come and behold him born the king of angels:   

         
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,    
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes: 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

 

Refrain: 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
Let us pray. O God, you have made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Grant that as we have known on earth the mysteries of that Light, we may also come to the 
fullness of his joys in heaven; through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.      
“The Christmas Story Through Joseph’s Eyes” 

   Mary  Grace Holshouser      Joseph    Ben Starnes    Narrator    Jerry Beaver 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Would I Miss the Miracle?”   Amy Weatherman & Eddie Karriker 
 

If angels filled the skies tonight, would I hear them sing? 
Would tomorrow find me saying it was all a dream? 
Would I leave my bed and go outside to hear their song? 
Would I go on sleeping until the morning dawned? 

 

Chorus 
Would I miss the miracle?  Would I see the King? 
Or would my life be so consumed with ordinary things? 
Would I miss the wonder, the hope that Christmas brings? 
Would I miss the miracle?  Would I see the King? 

 

If a stranger knocked upon my door tonight in deepest need, 
In my life would there be room for anyone but me? 
Would I hear the voice of God within a Baby’s cry? 
Would I open up my heart and welcome Him inside? 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Sleeping Adonai”  Amy Weatherman 
 

Born upon this midnight clear, sleeping Adonai. 
Calm the waves, then calm my fears, sleeping Adonai. 
Mild You lay Your glory by, born that man no more may die. 
Maker of the earth and sky, sleeping Adonai. 
 

Cast our sin and enter in, sleeping Adonai. 
Cleanse the leper, cleanse my sin, sleeping Adonai. 
Rule the world with truth and grace, Savior of this fallen race. 
In our hearts You’ll find a place, sleeping Adonai. 
 

Hallelujah, Adonai. 
At your manger, I will praise you, Adonai. 
 

Crowned by light of Christmas star, sleeping Adonai. 
Heal the lame, then heal my heart, sleeping Adonai. 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, hail the Son of Righteousness, 
All the earth will one day bless sleeping Adonai.  
 

So rest Your head on borrowed hay, sleeping Adonai. 
Light the world, then light my way, sleeping Adonai. 
 

*Adonai is a prominent name in the Old Testament used for God.  
 It is a Hebrew word that translates as “Lord” from its derivation “sovereignty”.  



SPECIAL MUSIC  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
  

 Oh, come, oh come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

Oh, come, oh come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times once gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

 

 O, come, strong Branch of Jessie, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save and give them vict’ry o’er the grave 
 

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

 
PRAYERS 
Almighty God, has made himself known in his Son, Jesus Christ, redeemer of the world. Let us pray for the 
needs of the world, and for all of God’s people. 

 
We pray for those with heavy hearts… Shine your light upon us. And hear our prayer. 
We pray for the sick…    Shine your light upon us. And hear our prayer. 
We pray for this community…  Shine your light upon us. And hear our prayer. 
We pray for peace in the world…  Shine your light upon us. And hear our prayer. 
We pray for the Christian church…   Shine your light upon us. And hear our prayer. 
 

All these things, we humbly ask, and whatever else you see we need, grant us through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

NICENE CREED             
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,         
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

   



We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
   
OFFERING-This evening’s offering will go to Levine Cancer Institute Project PINK Breast Cancer Screening Fund 
         

SPECIAL MUSIC “Christmas Grace” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 
The stars in the heavens look down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.  

 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound- 
That saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost but now am found  
Was blind but now, but now I see.                                 

 

The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes.  
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,                          
The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.              
The stars in the heavens look down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus, asleep in the hay.                         

 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound –  
The stars in the heavens look down where He lay.  
I once was lost but now am found.  
The little Lord Jesus,  
The little Lord Jesus,  
Asleep in the hay.  

 

(we stand) 
 

DOXOLOGY (sung by the congregation) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God of all creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Receive our offerings with our joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us. Our time, ourselves, and our 
possessions are all signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
 
 
 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.                    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, in the beginning your Word brought light into the whole world.  In 
the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us daughters and 
sons. 
 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying:  Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. And again after 
supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This is the cup of the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of 
me.  
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son.  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.         
 Amen. 
Hear us as we pray. 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
Christ is truly present in this bread and wine. Christ welcomes you to his table of mercy and grace. 
 Amen. 
 

(we sit) 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Christ welcomes all baptized Christians to this holy meal, believing that in this bread and wine we 
receive the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. If you  
do not receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing or remain in your pew for prayer. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 
O Lord, we give you thanks and praise for this sacrament. Strengthen us by the power of this gift, your 
heavenly food. Through it, may we all be healed and filled with faith and hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS 
 
As we sing “Silent Night” all candles should be raised and lowered 
      as the pastor raises and lowers the Christ candle. 
This symbolic action takes place when the hymn refers to the 

   Brightness and Glory which come from the birth of Christ, the Light of the World. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN, THE 1ST CHAPTER. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.  
 

4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him.  
 

12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God,13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

HYMN    “Silent Night”   
Silent night! Holy night!   
All is calm, all is BRIGHT. 

 Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

Silent night! Holy night!   
Shepherds quake at the SIGHT. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing alleluia,  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

 Silent night! Holy night!   
Wondrous star, lend thy LIGHT. 

 With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King! 
 Christ the Savior is born. Christ the Savior is born. 
 

 Silent night! Holy night!   
Son of God, love’s pure LIGHT. 

 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
 



 

CLOSING PRAYER 
O God, you have made this most holy night to shine. With the brightness of the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
grant, we pray, that as we have known on earth the mysteries of that light, we may also come to the fullness 
of its joys in your eternal heaven, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord.       
 Amen. 
 

(we stand - please extinguish candles) 
 
HYMN   “Joy to the World, The Lord is Come!”  
(weather permitting, we will process outside and gather around the manger singing “Joy to the World”) 
 
 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; 
 Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the  sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove  
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
BENEDICTION & SENDING 
Let all nations rejoice!  For Christ our Savior is born! May our Lord, Jesus Christ, who by his incarnation has 
filled us with grace and truth, give you his peace this Christmas. Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
Go forth and be filled with the joy of our Savior’s birth. 
 We will! Thanks Be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

(a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church) 
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