
 

 

 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
JULY 24, 2022 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand)  
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is the light and life of all the ages.                       
 Amen.            
Trusting in Jesus Christ, who came to share our humanity and bring light to this broken world, let us come before God 
without fear to make our confession. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

Comforting God,                                                                          
We confess before you and in the presence of one another that we are sinners who fail to live as you desire. 
So often we place our trust in ourselves and not in you. We do not love each other as you have commanded. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us.  In your boundless patience and mercy, lead us to live by  
faith in your promise. Amen. 
 

God's love for us is greater than all our sins. God promises full pardon and complete forgiveness to all who turn from sin 
and place their trust in Christ, the light of the world. Hear and believe the good news that all your sins are forgiven. With 
God nothing is impossible.       

Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN (Celebration Hymnal) # 793  “For the Beauty of the Earth”  
 

KYRIE, GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, your almighty power is most clearly shown in your mercy and pity. Multiply your grace that we may 
run to your promises and be made to share in your heavenly joy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

Amen. 
 

(we sit) 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC    VBS Songs 
 

(11:00am only) CHILDREN’S CHURCH (then children 2 years old to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 3 years and 
under must be accompanied by a parent) 

   

PSALM 138    (read responsively)   
1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, 
 because of your love and faithfulness; 
 
3For you have glorified your name 
 and your word above all things. 
4When I called, you answered me; 
 you increased my strength within me. 
 
5All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
 when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
6They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
 that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 
7Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; 
 he perceives the haughty from afar. 
8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
 your right hand shall save me. 
 
9The Lord will make good his purpose for me; 
 O Lord, your love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 

Here ends the reading of the Psalm. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 18: 17-33 
17The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19For I have chosen him, that he may command 
his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord 
may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  
 
20Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21I will go 
down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 22So 
the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord.  
 
23Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are 
fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 
25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the 
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”  



 

 

26And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”  
27Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose 
five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy 
it if I find forty-five there.”  
 
29Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 
30Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will 
not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”  
 
32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to 
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN   (Celebration Hymnal) # 635  “In The Garden”  
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL     Luke 11:1-13 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread, 4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”  
 
5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves, 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from 
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you  
anything’?  
 
8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he 
will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks 
it will be opened.  
 
11What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(we sit) 
 

MESSAGE  Ms. Hope Oliphant, Main Street Marketplace and Meeting Place 
 

SONG OF THE DAY  (Celebration hymnal) # 702    “Fill My Cup, Lord”  
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS & APOSTLES' CREED 
Merciful Father, you invite your children to come to you in prayer. Teach us to pray with humble hearts and bold spirits 
that we, like Abraham before us may be faithful in interceding on behalf of others, particularly those whose hearts have 
turned away from you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, you shower your people with blessing upon blessing, too numerous to count. Shower rain upon the fields 
of those who grow crops in the right portion, that harvests may be plentiful and all may share in your abundance.  Lord, 
in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

 

Gracious God, you know the battles we face every day. We ask that you bring healing to this world torn asunder by  
violence, bloodshed and war. Sustain veterans, survivors, and all those who have suffered the effects of war. Grant them 
hope, peace, and the safety of rest in you.  Lord, in your mercy. 
 hear our prayer. 
 

Father, you are the source of healing and wholeness. We humbly ask for your healing hand upon all who are sick, and 
those recovering from surgery or illness, [especially …]. We also lift before you all who we now name before you, either 
silently or aloud ... [pause].  Grant them healing, grant them wholeness in your name. [We pray particularly for …]. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.  
 Amen.  
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.      
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.     
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.        
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

OFFERING 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   
 

(we stand) 
 

DOXOLOGY (sung by the congregation) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Together, as God’s thankful people, let us pray.  
God, our Creator, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. With these gifts we offer you 
this morning, we praise you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  (Green Hymnal) # 532  “How Great Thou Art” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING           
Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. May your light so shine before others, that they see your works and glorify 
your Father in heaven. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   
 Amen.                  
Christ is the light of the world. Go in his love. Go in his peace.        
 We will! Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

Activities & Events: 

 

Sunday, July 24 
8:30am Worship  
9:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am Worship  
 

Monday, July 25 
9:30-10:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesday, July 26 
9:30am Joy Seekers Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
6:30pm Worship and Music Team meeting (Youth) 
 

Wednesday, July 27 
9:30-10:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Sunday, July 31 
8:30am Worship  
9:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am Worship  
 

Monday, August 1 
9:30-10:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesday, August 2 
9:30am Joy Seekers Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
 

Wednesday, August 3 
9:30-10:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Thursday, August 4 
7:00pm Friends in Fellowship Circle (Parlor) 
 

Sunday, August 7 
8:30am Worship  
9:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00am  Sunday School 
11:00am Worship  
 
 

 
 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

July 17, 2022 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2022 budget:  $7,494.75 
 

 Attendance       Received  
8:30am  Worship Service    40 
11:00am  Worship Service            100 
Sunday School           75 $          46.25 
General Fund           $     8,831.25 
General Fund–Online   $          97.18 
Building & Improvement    $          70.00 
Music Ministry           $            0.00 
Specials and Memorials           $        160.00 
Facilities Use  $            0.00 
Youth Ministry  $            0.00 
   

 Received Year to Date  $ 219,296.79 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 218,434.67 
  $        862.12 

 

July 24, 2022 
 

 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

Harold Cline  7/24 
Krisite Wells  7/25 
Katherine Severt  7/25 
Dan Johnson  7/26 
 
 

Reagan Waller  7/27 
McKenzie Dabbs  7/28 
Sue Lyerly  7/29 
 

   Concordia's Ministry Team  

Pastor  
 

Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
 

(Monday, day off) 

704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)   
 

704-796-1764 (cell) 

kenreed803@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 

Mon., Tues., & Thurs. 8:00am - 2:00pm   

Youth and Family Director Lisa Zeggert 252-469-1449 (cell) lzeggert925@gmail.com 

Monday -Thursday, Sunday 9:00am - 3:00pm   

Faith Community Nurse Mary Anne Miller 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)     mary.a.miller@atriumhealth.org 

Monday-Wednesday 9:00am - 3:00pm 704-317-6894 (cell)  

Director of Music 
karriker.eddie@gmail.com 

Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663 (cell) 

8:30am pianist 
terri_wing@yahoo.com 

Terri Wing 
704-857-3569 

 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of  
McKenzie Dabb's birthday by her parents. 
 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Today’s Altar Flowers 



 

 

Active Military 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK, Husband of Teresa Rosas 
Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Sargent US Army, Camp Casey, S Korea) 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and wife. Fort Bragg, NC. 
Cousins of Leslie Reed) 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 
 

Janice Applebach   5/29/22 
(Friend of Diekmans) 
 

Kenny Bailey    5/29/22 
(Friend of McAlisters) 
 

Linda Benge    7/24/22 
 

Cat Cain    5/8/22 
(Mother  of Katie Lopez) 
 

Morgan Utley Christy   7/17/22 
(Granddaughter of Ivan and Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Clara & Everette Dixon   5/1/22 
 

Will Fesperman   7/17/22 
(Ben Fesperman's brother) 
 

Renee Fortson    7/17/22 
 

Carolyn Goodman   7/17/22 
(Friend of the Community) 
 

Gene Hobbs    7/17/22 
(Husband of Leila Hobbs) 
 

Kathy Irvin    7/17/22 
 

Reba McNeely    7/17/22 
 

Bill Moore    7/17/22 
 

Randy Moss    6/19/22 
 

Lori Myers    6/19/22 
(Daughter of Ann McNeely) 
 

Joyce Poovey    6/19/22 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Rev. Steven Rhodes   6/19/22 
 

Barron Ritch    7/24/22 
 

Rev. Mark Ryman   6/19/22 
 

Wayne and Brenda Reed  6/19/22 
(Pastor Ken's parents) 
 

Nancy Robinson   7/17/22 
 

John Sechler    6/19/22 
 

Bobbie Suddeth   7/24/22 
  

Stephen Suddeth   7/24/22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

In-Patient, Recovery and Assisted Care 
 

Judy Curlee      (The Carriage House, Kannapolis) 

Jeffrey Roberts     (Atrium-Cabarrus, Concord) 

Judy Ritchie      (Atrium-Cabarrus, Concord) 

Harold Cline      (Novant-Rowan, Salisbury) 

 

Gail Fisher       (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

Duane Wood       (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 

Jim Howell      (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 

Shelby Karriker    (Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 

MaryAnn Hammonds  (Landings of Cabarrus, Kannapolis) 
 

 
 

Hubert Ray Adams 

Martha Baker 

Bill & Hazel Cline 

Steve Ellsworth 

Ben Fesperman 
Ethan Foster 

Mabel Galloway 

Mary Ann 

 Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Carolyn & Jim 
 Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Coyt Karriker 

Dale Karriker   

Dennis Karriker 

Hoke Karriker 

Shelby Karriker  

Richard Karriker 

Coleen Kerr 

Frankie Menius 

Tony Menius  

Zinda Nesbitt  

Comeleta Overcash 

Mary Ruth Owens 

Jack Owens 

Dale Phillips 

Joan Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Karen Smith 

Zach Smith  

Henry Starnes 

Jettie Wise 

 

 

 

Please email or call the office if you want to have  
a name added or removed from this prayer list.  

 Christian sympathies to the families of: 
 

Tommy Earnhardt  Hayle Menius 
Jim Karriker   
Jason Goodman 
Wendy Ervin 
Breanna McClanahan 

Members at home and special concerns 

Concordia Prayer Partners 



 

 

Ushers/Greeters  Eddie Starnes Family Nathan Hartsell Family  Lisa Adams Family 

Lay Reader  Tim Beaver   

Acolyte Avarie Hartsell Bible Bearer Casen Hartsell 

11:00 am Worship Service in July & August 

Ushers:   July - Alan Morrison (Head Usher) Eddie Ritchie, Joey Ashley, Duane Klitzsch, Philip Duncan 

                Aug -  Mark Smith (Head Usher) Ryan Yost, Kenny Dabbs, Gary McLaughlin, Bubba McLaughlin 
 
 
Elevator July - Jay Ernst 

Aug - Bill Cagle 
Announcements July - Jonathan Faggart 

Aug -  Vinnie Duncan 

Lay reader July - Jan Williams 
Aug -  Susanne Bebber 

Council Member July - Mike Ashley (No Council Meeting) 
Aug -  Henry Goodnight 

Acolyte July - Claire Wells 
Aug - Sarah Fisher 

Bible Bearer July - Olivia Lanning 
Aug -  AnnaMarie Overcash 

Crucifer July - Sawyer Wells 
Aug - MaryLynn Overcash 

Banner Bearer  July - Seth Karriker 
Aug - Grace Holshouser 

 Flowers Children’s Church Front Porch Visits Breakfast 

Jul 3 Janette MacDonald Jenni Ritchie Donna & William Morrison Youth 

Jul 10 Peggy Karriker C. Yost & M .Lanning Mike & Susanne Bebber Donald Schenck Class 

Jul 17 Christy Yost Fisher Famiy Joe & Shirley Allen Charles Starnes 

Jul 24 Melinda Dabbs Che Morrison Bill & Connie Cagle Donald Schenck Class 

Jul 31  Sean Campion J. Sellers & S. Foster Donna & William Morrison  Sheri Foster  (Council) 

8:30 am Worship Service in July   

8:30am July 3  Nathan Hartsell Family, Eddie Starnes Family and Lisa Adams Family 

 July 17  Nathan Hartsell Family, Eddie Starnes Family and Lisa Adams Family 

11:00am July 3   Jason & Ashley Fisher, Derry Brown, Melinda Dabbs, Amy Waller  

 July 17  Jason & Ashley Fisher, Derry Brown, Eddie Karriker, Amy Waller  

Communion Servers in July 

TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each fund/account.  

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2022 budgeted  
       Ministries, including Concordia’s Outreach and  
       Witness Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  
       185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove, NC                  
       28023 
 

• You can now give with the click of a button from our home page:  
       www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

• Just click on the Give Now button from the main menu and the self-guided  
       steps will walk you through the process.  

online  
Giving 
easy. fast.  
effective. 

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org


 

 

WELCOME to those visiting with us today: Please take a moment to sign the pew register book locat-
ed at the end of the pew, so we can welcome you by name.  
 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  worship this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

JULY & AUGUST WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES for 2022 – join 
Concordia’s 8:30 worship service!  Volunteer to 
serve as ushers/greeters, worship and Communion 
assistants.  Contact Sheri Foster 
at slffoster002@yahoo.com or 980.234.0350  

MONTHLY COUNCIL MINUTES are emailed each month to members, available on the church 
website and on the table beside the elevator. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH: Volunteers Needed 
There is a sign up sheet for on the bulletin board by the FLC. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our church history. Please complete the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew & pass it down the pew. 

Anyone interested in being part of our Member Care Team  
should contact Pastor Ken or Kathy Blalock.   
 

Thanks to Carolyn Michael for being the first  
member on the team!  

We offer our prayers of sympathy and hope to the family of Jim Karriker who passed away on July 13th. He was the 
father of Sherry Ellsworth, grandfather of Jonathan Ellsworth, and brother of Mary Ruth Owens and Judy Curlee. Jim's 
funeral was held on July 16th at Back Creek Presbyterian Church in Mt. Ulla. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS TEAM meetings will be the at 6:30pm in the 
Youth Building  first floor conference room. Next meeting will be August 22. 

BLOOD PRESSURE  SCREENING  

• Third Sunday of each month 

• Between services during fellowship time in the Parlor 

• Next one - August 21 

Join us Wednesday, Mondays and Wednesdays at 9:30am in the 
Fellowship Hall as we exercise and become "Fit for the King"! 

August 14th.  
Youth Lake Party at Jan and Omar’s  

mailto:slffoster002@yahoo.com

