
 

 

 

 
                       

 Sunday, December 18, 2022 

  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 
 

(we stand) 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
As we await the fullness of Christ’s coming, let us acknowledge our sins and failures before God. 

 

 (silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  

We are troubled and penitent sinners. 
 we confess to you, Lord. 
Our sins and iniquities have offended you. 

we confess to you, Lord. 
We are not always thankful for your daily bread. 

we confess to you, Lord. 
We often lack concern for others, 
 we confess to you, Lord. 
There are times when we do not forgive as you have forgiven us. 
 we confess to you, Lord. 
In the mercy of Almighty God, he has given his Son to die for us, and for his sake, forgives us all our sins. Through his 
Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who calls us out of the darkness into 
the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the Father (+), the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May you know the 
grace and the joy in the Savior’s coming. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN   (Green Hymnal)  # 45  “Oh Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
 



 

 

Let us pray: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. With your great might, give us your help, that whatever is hindered 
by our sins may be speedily accomplished by your grace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

(we sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON & ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING (together we sing)  
 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 Week 1 (Nov.27)     The Prophets’ Candle  +Those who foretold the Messiah’s (the Christ’s) coming. 
 Week 2 (Dec.4)       The Bethlehem Candle  +The divine birthplace of the Messiah. 
 Week 3 (Dec.11)     The Shepherds’ Candle +Those first chosen to receive the news of Christ’s birth. 
 Week 4 (Dec.18)     The Angels’ Candle    +God’s holy messengers who revealed the birth of Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (then children 2 years old to 2nd grade may attend Children’s Church; 2 years and under must be 
accompanied by a parent) 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 7:10-17 
10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the 
land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your 
father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah — the king of Assyria!” 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 24    (read responsively) 

1The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 
 the world and all who dwell therein. 
2For it is he who founded it upon the seas 
 and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
3“Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? 
 and who can stand in his holy place?” 
4“Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
 who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, nor sworn by what is a fraud. 
5They shall receive a blessing from the Lord 
 and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 
6Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
 of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
7Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; 
 and the King of glory shall come in. 
8“Who is this King of glory?” 
 “The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.” 
9Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; 
 and the King of glory shall come in. 
10“Who is he, this King of glory?” 
 “The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.” 
  

Here ends the reading of the psalm.  
 

NEW  TESTAMENT READING   Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead,  



 

 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the 
sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all those in Rome who 
are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL HYMN (11:00am)   “Emmanuel”       (sung by congregation)     
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel;         
 God with us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

GOSPEL    Matthew 1:18-25 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
 Glory to you. O Lord. 
 
18The birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord  
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is  
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(we sit) 
 

SERMON    Reverend Carl Haynes 
 

HYMN   LBW # 40   “What Child is This?” 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Lord, in your mercy. 

 Hear our prayer. 
  

(after other prayer petitions) 
Lord, hear the prayers we offer before you this morning, and grant us your eternal presence and gentle care. Through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

OFFERING 
 

 



 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “A Prayer for Advent”  Chancel Choir 
Veni, veni, Emmanuel. Come Lord Jesus, come.  Veni, veni, Emmanuel. Come, Lord Jesus, come.  
Deliver us from doubt and fear. Grant us joy and peace.  Restore our hope, redeem our hearts.  
Let our sorrows cease.  
Let all our bitterness and hate surrender to Your loving way, O veni, veni, come, Emmanuel.  
 

Veni, veni, Emmanuel. O Come Lord Jesus, come.  Veni, veni, Emmanuel. Come, Lord Jesus, come.  
Our longing hearts are waiting Lord, waiting in the night.   
Let all the clouds of sing and shame give way to truth and light.  
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease. Fill all the world with joy and peace. O veni, veni, come, Emmanuel.  
 

Rejoice!   Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, or Israel.  
Come, ….. O……..come, Emmanuel. 

 

(we stand) 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of faithfulness, we bring before you the precious gifts of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us  
patience and hope as we care for those in need and prepare for your Son's advent into our hearts. 

Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
 is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine are the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE             
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Christ welcomes you to his holy table.      
 Amen.  
 

(we sit) 
 

DISTRIBUTION  
 

(we stand) 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, you gave your Son as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him  
always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 Amen. 

 

 



 

 

HYMN   (Green Hymnal)  # 315   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 
The Lord bless you and keep you,  
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
the Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace. 
 Amen. 
Go forth in peace and be joyful!           
For the coming of Christ is near!          
 We will!              
 Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

 

 

Activities & Events 

 

Sunday, December  18 
8:30am Breakfast 
8:30am Blood Pressure Screenings 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  
3:00-5:30pm Youth  Meeting Caroling 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice  

Monday, December 19 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)  

Tuesday December 20 
12:00pm Pizza with the Pastor at Pizza Hut 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
9:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
Saturday, December 24 
6:00pm Christmas Eve Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 25 
NO Breakfast 
10:00am Christmas Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
NO Youth  Meeting   
NO Chancel Choir Practice 

Monday, December 26 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)  

 

Wednesday, December 28 
9:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, January 1 
8:30am Breakfast 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  
NO Youth  Meeting   
NO Chancel Choir Practice 

Monday, January 2 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)  

6:00pm Eat Healthy Workshop (Friendship Classroom) 
  

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

Dec 11, 2022 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2022 budget:  $1,056.60 
 

 Attendance       Received  
 

10:00am  Worship Service            217 
Sunday School           97 $          69.00 
General Fund           $   11,644.80 
General Fund–Online   $        764.18 
Building & Improvement    $        220.00 
Music Ministry           $            0.00 
Specials and Memorials           $            0.00 
Women's Ministry  $        160.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 389,562.80 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 376,611.50 
  $   12,951.30 

 

December 18, 
2022 

 

Winfred Bost  12/18 
Bob Kerr  12/20 
Patrick Holden  12/20 
Clara Diekman  12/20 
 

Susan Clark  12/22 
Holly Ellsworth  12/23 
Jason Ritchie  12/23 
Jill Earnhardt  12/24 

   Concordia's Ministry Team  

Pastor  
 

Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
 

(Monday, day off) 

704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)   
 

704-796-1764 (cell) 

kenreed803@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm   

Youth and Family Director Lisa Zeggert 252-469-1449 (cell) lzeggert925@gmail.com 

Monday -Thursday, Sunday 9:00am - 3:00pm   

Faith Community Nurse Mary Anne Miller 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)     mary.a.miller@atriumhealth.org 

Monday-Wednesday 9:00am - 3:00pm 980-621-6904 (cell)  

Director of Music 
karriker.eddie@gmail.com 

Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663 (cell) 

    

 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God  and in honor of 
Annaliese's 3rd birthday by her family.  

This Week’s Birthdays 

Today’s Altar Flowers 



 

 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 
 

Tom Allen   12/4/22 
(Brother of Joe Allen) 
 

Cheryl Kimzer Brown  10/30/22 
 
 

Cat Cain   12/4/22 
(Mother  of Katie Lopez) 
 
 

Morgan Utley Christy  11/6/22 
(Granddaughter of Ivan  & Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Marsha Eubanks  11/13/22 
 

Will Fesperman  12/4/22 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Wayne Foster   11/13/22 
 

Terry Gantt   12/4/22 
 

James and Anne Goodnight 12/11/22 
 

Robin Hall   10/16/22 
 

Gene Hobbs   12/4/22 
(Husband of Leila Hobbs) 
 

Tim Kuhn   11/13/22 
 

Harold Lewis   12/11/22 
(Father of Patrice Smith) 
 

Stanley McCoy   12/4/22 
(Father of Brian McCoy) 
 

Scott McLaughlin  12/18/22 
 

Lynn McNeely   12/4/22 
(Son of Reba McNeely) 
 

Reba McNeely   12/4/22 
 

Mildred Moore   12/4/22 
(Sister of Melvin McAlister) 
 

Mike Morton   10/30/22 
 

Dara Myers   11/20/22 
 

Demps Overcash  10/30/22 
 

Joyce Poovey   12/4/22 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Paul Poovey   12/4/22 
(Brother-in-law of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Wayne and Brenda Reed 12/4/22 
(Pastor Ken's parents) 
 

Karen Royall   12/18/22 
Kassidy Sechler  11/13/22 
(Friend of Holshouser Family) 
 

LouAnn Sipe   11/13/22 
(Family of the Congregation) 
 

Gene Stirewalt   11/13/22 
 

Bobbie Suddeth  11/13/22 
 

Steven Suddeth   11/13/22 
 

Gary Watt   12/4/22 
(Cousin of Brenda McAlister) 
 

 

 
  
 
 

In-Patient, Recovery and 

Assisted Care 
 

Jeffrey Roberts      
 (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

Duane Wood        
(Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

Jim Howell      
 (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 
 

MaryAnn Hammonds   
(Landings of Cabarrus, Kannapolis) 
 

Gail Fisher        
(Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 
  
 
  
   

 
 

Hubert Ray  

      Adams 

Martha Baker 

Marjorie Beaver 

Phyllis Beaver 

Midji & Pastor  

      Larry Bost 

Bill & Hazel   

     Cline 

Harold Cline 

Ben Fesperman  

Mary Ann 

     Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Carolyn & Jim 

     Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Johnny & Renae 

      Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Bobby & Coleen 

     Kerr 

Frankie Menius 

Tony Menius  

Zinda Nesbitt  

Comeleta  

      Overcash 

Mary Ruth  

     Owens 

Jack Owens 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Robert Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Karen Smith 

Zach Smith  

Henry Starnes 

Jettie Wise 

 

 

Please contact the office to have a name added or removed from this prayer list.  

 Christian sympathies  

to the families of: 
 

Jeff Flowers 
 

Vickie Jean Wilhelm Johnson 
 

Wayne Sides 

Members at home and  

special concerns 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Faith Notes 

from  

Pastor Ken 

 
 
 
 
 
PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR 
Dec. 20th @ 12:00pm. All high 
school & college students. Pizza 
Hut, China Grove. Bring a $5.00 
wrapped gift to exchange (white 
elephant Christmas). 
 
 
 
: 
 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
Classes are January 22nd and 29th 
for youth 2nd grade and older. Par-
ents are required to attend. This will 
be a two-week class held during 
Sunday School. Please email me by 
Dec. 31st so that I may order materi-
als. kenreed803@gmail.com. 
 
: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
Classes will begin February 19th 
with an information session for par-
ents and youth. Youth grades 6th-8th 
(and others who haven’t completed 
catechism) are welcomed to partici-
pate. Email me by Dec. 31st to sign-
up. kenreed803@gmail.com. 



 

 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK,  
Husband of Teresa Rosas Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Sgt. US Army, Colorado Springs, CO) 
New address: 1449 Pershing Dr, Colorado 
Springs, CO   80913 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and 
wife. Fort Bragg, NC. Cousins of Leslie 
Reed) 

Worship Service in December and January 

Ushers:     Dec - Lee  Goodnight (Head Usher), Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, Shirley Allen 
                   Jan - Nathan Wells (Head Usher), Ron Wells, Daniel Overcash, Derry Brown, Andy Houck 

                 
 
 

 

Elevator Dec - Jonathan Ellsworth 
Jan - Jason & Jenni Ritchie 

Announcements Dec - Scott Overcash 
Jan - Daniel Overcash 

Lay reader Dec- Vinnie Duncan 
Jan - Johnny Karriker 

Council Member Dec- Scott Overcash 
Jan - Melinda Dabbs 

Acolyte Dec- MaryLynn Overcash 
Jan - 

Bible Bearer Dec - Wyatt Morrison 
Jan - 

Crucifer Dec- Gabe Holshouser 
Jan - 

Banner Bearer  Dec- Grace Holshouser 
Jan - 

 Flowers Children’s Church Front Porch Visits Breakfast 

Dec 18 Melinda Dabbs Shannon Ellsworth Donna & William Morrison Lee Goodnight 

Dec 25 Zinda Nesbitt NO Children's Church Donna & William Morrison NO Breakfast 

Jan 1 Kathy Haynes   Donna & William Morrison   

Jan 8   Susanne & Mike Bebber  

Jan 15 Zinda Nesbitt  Shirley & Joe Allen  

Dec 18  Joe & Shirley Allen, Chip & Sarah Brandt, Melinda Dabbs 

Dec 24  Kenny & Melinda Dabbs, Melvin & Brenda McAllister, Delana Davis 

 Jan 1 Jason & Ashley Fisher, Delana Davis, Leslie Reed, Jack Reed 

 Jan 15 Jason & Ashley Fisher, Delana Davis, Leslie Reed, Jack Reed 

Communion Servers December and January 

 
TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each 
fund/account.  

 

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  
 

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2022  
       budgeted Ministries, including Concordia’s  
       Outreach and Witness Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  
       185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove, NC                  
       28023 
 

• You can now give with the click of a button from 
our home page:  

       www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

• Just click on the Give Now button from the main 
menu and the self-guided  

       steps will walk you through the process.  

online  
Giving 
easy. fast.  

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org


 

 

WELCOME to those visiting with us today: Please take a moment to sign the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew, so we can welcome you by name.  
 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  worship this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

MONTHLY COUNCIL MINUTES 
are emailed each month to members, 
available on the church website and on 
the table beside the elevator. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our church history. Please complete the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew & pass it down the pew. 

 Come! Worship with us this Christmas! 
 

Dec 24 (Saturday)      Christmas Eve – The Nativity of Our Lord 
    6:00 p.m. Worship and Candlelight Service 
 

Dec 25 (Sunday)       Christmas Day      
    10:00 a.m. Worship 

TODAY from 3-5pm,  the youth will be going Christmas Caroling!  
 

Meet the bus at the back of the church and don’t forget to wear your Santa hats, elf 
ears, or reindeer antlers! When we return to the church we will enjoy a cookie  
exchange and hot chocolate until 5:30. Bring 1 or 2 dozen of your favorite Christmas 
cookies to share.  

The 2023 Offering Envelopes are on the table  
at the back of the Fellowship Hall 

TODAY is the last day to order the angel figurine. They will be placed in the Sanctuary for Christmas Eve and can 
be taken home after the service on Christmas Day.  
 

To order an angel, please see Lisa Adams, Kim Starnes, or Melinda Dabbs. 

The bus committee met this last Sunday and Lee Goodnight stepped down as chairman of the 
bus committee and Jason Ritchie was elected the new Chairman. If anyone that needs to reserve 
the bus, please contact Jason Ritchie at 704-202-4975.  

THANK YOU CHURCH FAMILY for the wonderful opportunity to spend time with those I've missed for a very long time. You'll 
never know how much I appreciate your gifts and all the goodies.  Love in Christ, Carolyn Howell 



 

 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
 

Name _____________________    $____________ 

2022 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

General Fund 

BLOOD PRESSURE  SCREENING  

• Third Sunday of each month 

• Between services during fellowship time in the Parlor 

• Next screening: December 18 

Mondays and Wednesdays at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall  

as we exercise and become "Fit for the King"! 

Eat Healthy*Be Active Community Workshops 
 

Join me for 6 different and fun sessions 
  
Beginning:  Monday January 2, 2023 
When: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Where: Friendship Classroom 

The focus of the workshops is to give individuals tips and tools 
to eat healthy and be physically active to promote good health 
and reduce the risk of chronic diseases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December is 

“CATCH-UP or STEP-UP” MONTH 
for our offerings at Concordia 

Our offerings in worship are another way we return thanks to God for the gifts of forgiveness, life & 
salvation. As the year comes to a close, we are invited to remember our response of thanks and praise. 
  
CATCH-UP ...if you’ve missed any offerings this year, now is great time to catch up.  
 

STEP-UP ...if you are able, please give an extra offering toward the General Fund.   



 

 

 

 Luther League       6th Grade - 12th Grade 

 Kids for Christ K - 5th Grade 

 
 
 
 The Youth performed their Christmas Play, Catch the Christmas Spirit, during the 10:00 am Worship  
 Service on December 11th.  All of the Youth did an excellent job retelling the real Christmas Story  
 using words, action and song. I would personally like to thank everyone who participated in the play 

and the parents and adults who did all the extra things to make it a meaningful experience. You are all  
 appreciated and it would not be possible without your willingness to serve. 
 
This past Sunday, Kids for Christ and Luther League, along with LL Leaders, Ashley and Jason Fisher and 

members of the Youth Task Force Team, counted and packed the toys for the Christmas Outreach. We 
exceeded our goal of 200 TOYS again this year! The count as of December 11th at 4:45pm was  

 Girls ~ 148 and Boys~ 106. Looks like the Girls won but remember either way, the children receiving 
these generous gifts are the real winners. Thank you to all who donated and for your continued support 
of the Youth of Concordia! 

 
Today, December 18th, all youth are invited to go Christmas Caroling and afterwards to enjoy a cookie  
 exchange and hot chocolate! The bus will leave at 3:00 pm and return at 5:00 pm. The cookie exchange 

will end at 5:30 pm in the Family Life Center. Please remember to bring 2 dozen cookies so we have 
some to enjoy together and some to take home to for later. 

 
There will be no Youth Meetings on December 25th or January 1st. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 

 

 

December 17 – Youth Mission Day Trip to Mountain City, TN   7:00am-8:00pm 
December 18 – Youth Christmas Caroling/Cookie Exchange   3:00pm-5:30pm (FLC) 
December 25 – Christmas Day – No Youth Meetings 
January 1 – New Year’s Day – No Youth Meetings 



 

 


