
 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
Christmas Morning 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 
10:00 a.m. 

 

 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                       
 

(we stand) 
 

GREETINGS 
Arise and shine. your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. In the name of God, the Father, the 
Son, + and the Holy Spirit. (Isaiah 60:1) 

  Amen. 
 

HYMN  (Green Hymnal) # 44  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                                                                                                             
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS    
Glory be to God in the highest!                                   

And on earth peace, good will toward all.     
We praise thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee.                               

We give thanks for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
For you are holy. You are the Lord.                    
  You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

(we sit)               
 

ISAIAH 52:7-10  
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good 
news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen — they 
lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together 
into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The 
Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 
  

Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

HEBREWS 1:1-12 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has  
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the  
 



 

 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much  
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him 
a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the 
Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  
 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of  
gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the  
heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12like a 
robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN  (Green Hymnal) # 40  “What Child is This?" 
 

(we stand) 
 

GOSPEL     Luke 2:40-52 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
40The child {Jesus} grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 41Now his parents 
went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according 
to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His  
parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search 
for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching 
for him.  
46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been  
searching for you in great distress.”  
49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And 
they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
stature and in favor with God and man. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord! 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(we sit) 
 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN  (Green Hymnal) # 45  “O, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

PRAYERS 
Gracious Father, you have called us into your household of faith, and made us brothers and sisters in Christ. We thank 
you for ordering our lives and providing for our needs. Guide us by your Word, that our homes and places of work may 
reflect the diligence, respect, and faithfulness to which you have called us. Help us by your Spirit to see the everyday 
opportunities we have to serve you by loving our neighbors. Lord in your mercy.  

hear our prayer. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give you thanks that in your great mercy you sent your only Son to become incarnate and 
to redeem us from sin and everlasting death. We pray that you would so reign in our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that we 
may give thanks always for your grace and may find comfort and strength through your promise in every time of trial 
and temptation.  Lord in your mercy. 

hear our prayer. 
Heavenly Father, you are the creator and giver of life. We thank you for the birth of children and entrusting them to our 
care. Give your boundless hope and joy to expectant parents. Bind young children and new parents in love, and reveal  
your life-giving promises through the witness of families. Lord in your mercy. 

hear our prayer. 



 

 

Light of the Nations, grant that the light of your healing might shine on those living with illness, addiction, loneliness,  
or anxiety [especially …].  Bless them with your tender care and turn their mourning into joy. Lord in your mercy. 
 hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.  
 Amen. 
 

NICENE CREED 
Together, let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,        
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,   
 of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “The Messiah Has Come Medley” Chancel Choir 
 

King of kings, and Lord of lords! 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.  
 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.  
 
Hark the herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise  Join the triumph of the skies 
With th’angelic host proclaim: "Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing  "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings  Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by  Born that men no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth  Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King!" 



 

 

King of Kings, forever and ever,  
And Lord of lords. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
And He shall reign forever and ever.  
King of kings, and Lord of lords.  King of kings, and Lord of lords.  
And He shall reign forever and ever.  
Forever and ever, forever and ever.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!    Halllelujah!  

 

(we stand) 
  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: our time, ourselves, and our possessions, 
all signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.             
   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
 is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

HYMN  (Green Hymnal) # 55  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" 
 

BLESSING & SENDING 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels,  
the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the determination of the magi,  
and the peace of the Christ child.  
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
 Thanks be to God. 
            
 
 



 

 

 

Activities & Events 
 

Sunday, December 25 
NO Breakfast 
10:00am Christmas Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
NO Youth  Meeting   
NO Chancel Choir Practice 
 
 

Monday, December 26 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Wednesday, December 28 
9:30am Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Sunday, January 1 
8:30am Breakfast 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  
NO Youth  Meeting   
NO Chancel Choir Practice 
 
 

Monday, January 2 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)  

6:00pm Eat Healthy Workshop (Friendship Classroom) 
  

Tuesday, January 3 
9:30am Joy Seekers Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
6:15pm Executive Committee Meeting (Youth) 
 

Wednesday, January 4 
9:30am  Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)  

 

Thursday, January 5 
7:00pm  Friends in Fellowship Circle (Parlor) 
 

Sunday, January 8 
7:00am Council Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
8:30am Breakfast 
8:45am Installation of Council Members 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  
11:00-3:00pm Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) 
4:00-5:30pm Youth  Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 

 This Week’s Offerings and Tithes 
 

December 18, 2022 
 

      Needed weekly to cover 2022 budget:  $(8,270.74) 
 

 Attendance       Received  
 

10:00am  Worship Service            189 
Sunday School           89 $          58.25 
General Fund           $   10,078.51 
General Fund–Online   $        247.18 
Building & Improvement    $          70.00 
Music Ministry           $        350.00 
Specials and Memorials           $            0.00 
Endowment Fund  $        500.00 
Facility Use  $          40.00 
  

 Received Year to Date  $ 399,946.74 
                Needed Year to Date  $ 384,143.73 
  $   15,803.01 

December 25, 2022 
 

 185 Concordia Church Rd 
 China Grove, NC 28023   

Barbara Beaver   1/1 
David Fesperman  1/3 
Clay Bost  1/6 
Kenneth Bost 1/6 

   Concordia's Ministry Team  

Pastor  
 

Tuesday through Sunday 

Rev. Kenneth W. Reed Jr. 
 

(Monday, day off) 

704-857-2163 (office, ext. 2)   
 

704-796-1764 (cell) 

kenreed803@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Debby Isenhour 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 1)     concordia185@gmail.com 

Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 12:00pm   

Youth and Family Director Lisa Zeggert 252-469-1449 (cell) lzeggert925@gmail.com 

Monday -Thursday, Sunday 9:00am - 3:00pm   

Faith Community Nurse Mary Anne Miller 704-857-2163 (office, ext. 3)     mary.a.miller@atriumhealth.org 

Monday-Wednesday 9:00am - 3:00pm 980-621-6904 (cell)  

Director of Music 
karriker.eddie@gmail.com 

Eddie Karriker 
704-622-6663 (cell) 

    

 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Alice Nell Bost for her birthday by her family. 

This Week’s Birthdays 

Today’s Altar Flowers 



 

 

 Family & Friends   

Contact the church office to extend a name on  
this list beyond 60 days. 

 
 

Tom Allen   12/4/22 
(Brother of Joe Allen) 
 

Cheryl Kimzer Brown  10/30/22 
 
 

Cat Cain   12/4/22 
(Mother  of Katie Lopez) 
 
 

Morgan Utley Christy  11/6/22 
(Granddaughter of Ivan  & Zinda Nesbitt) 
 

Marsha Eubanks  11/13/22 
 

Will Fesperman  12/4/22 
(Brother of Ben Fesperman) 
 

Wayne Foster   11/13/22 
 

Shirley Foutz   12/25/22 
 

Terry Gantt   12/4/22 
 

James and Anne Goodnight 12/11/22 
 

Robin Hall   10/16/22 
 

Tamara Hill   12/25/22 
 

Gene Hobbs   12/4/22 
(Husband of Leila Hobbs) 
 

Tim Kuhn   11/13/22 
 

Harold Lewis   12/11/22 
(Father of Patrice Smith) 
 

Stanley McCoy   12/4/22 
(Father of Brian McCoy) 
 

Scott McLaughlin  12/18/22 
 

Lynn McNeely   12/4/22 
(Son of Reba McNeely) 
 

Reba McNeely   12/4/22 
 

Mildred Moore   12/4/22 
(Sister of Melvin McAlister) 
 

Mike Morton   10/30/22 
 

Dara Myers   11/20/22 
 

Demps Overcash  10/30/22 
 

Joyce Poovey   12/4/22 
(Sister of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Paul Poovey   12/4/22 
(Brother-in-law of Barbara Beaver) 
 

Wayne and Brenda Reed 12/4/22 
(Pastor Ken's parents) 
 

Karen Royall   12/18/22 
Kassidy Sechler  11/13/22 
(Friend of Holshouser Family) 
 

LouAnn Sipe   11/13/22 
(Family of the Congregation) 
 

Gene Stirewalt   11/13/22 
 

Bobbie Suddeth  11/13/22 
 

Steven Suddeth   11/13/22 
 

Gary Watt   12/4/22 
(Cousin of Brenda McAlister) 
 

 

 

In-Patient, Recovery and 

Assisted Care 
 

Jeffrey Roberts      
 (Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

Duane Wood        
(Deal Care Inn, Mooresville) 
 

Jim Howell      
 (Liberty Commons, Salisbury) 
 

MaryAnn Hammonds   
(Landings of Cabarrus, Kannapolis) 
 

Gail Fisher        
(Brookdale Assisted Living, Salisbury) 
  
 

Hubert Ray  

      Adams 

Martha Baker 

Marjorie Beaver 

Phyllis Beaver 

Midji & Pastor  

      Larry Bost 

Bill & Hazel   

     Cline 

Harold Cline 

Ben Fesperman  

Mary Ann 

     Hammonds 

Leila Hobbs 

Carolyn & Jim 

     Howell 

Barbara Karriker 

Johnny & Renae 

      Karriker 

Richard Karriker 

Bobby & Coleen 

     Kerr 

Frankie Menius 

Tony Menius  

Zinda Nesbitt  

Comeleta  

      Overcash 

Mary Ruth  

     Owens 

Jack Owens 

Joan Ritchie 

Judy Ritchie 

Robert Ritchie 

Boyd Smith, Sr. 

Karen Smith 

Zach Smith  

Henry Starnes 

Jettie Wise 

 

 

Please contact the office to have a name added or removed from this prayer list.  

 Christian sympathies  

to the families of: 
 

Jeff Flowers 
 

Vickie Jean Wilhelm Johnson 
 

Wayne Sides 
 

Nathan Melton 
 

Matthew W Goodman 

Members at home and  

special concerns 

Concordia Prayer Partners 

Faith Notes 

from  

Pastor Ken 

 
 
 
: 
 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 
Classes are January 22nd and 29th 
for youth 2nd grade and older. Par-
ents are required to attend. This will 
be a two-week class held during 
Sunday School. Please email me by 
Dec. 31st so that I may order materi-
als. kenreed803@gmail.com. 
 
: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
Classes will begin February 19th 
with an information session for par-
ents and youth. Youth grades 6th-8th 
(and others who haven’t completed 
catechism) are welcomed to partici-
pate. Email me by Dec. 31st to sign-
up. kenreed803@gmail.com. 
 



 

 

 

Active Military 
 

Jason Ciscel  
(Staff Sgt. US Air Force, Fairbanks, AK,  
Husband of Teresa Rosas Ciscel) 

 

Willis Hobbs  
(Sgt. US Army, Colorado Springs, CO) 
New address: 1449 Pershing Dr, Colorado 
Springs, CO   80913 
 

Stephanie Lumpkin 
Sgt. US Marine Band, San Diego, CA) 
 

Christopher Overcash  
(US Army, 2nd Lt., Fort Gordon, GA) 
 

Kim & Matt Gordon      
(Captains in the US Army and husband and 
wife. Fort Bragg, NC. Cousins of Leslie 
Reed) 

Worship Service in December and January 

Ushers:     Dec - Lee  Goodnight (Head Usher), Joe Allen, Mike McLaughlin, Johnny Cozart, Shirley Allen 
                   Jan - Nathan Wells (Head Usher), Ron Wells, Daniel Overcash, Derry Brown, Andy Houck 

                 
 
 

 

Elevator Dec - Jonathan Ellsworth 
Jan - Jason & Jenni Ritchie 

Announcements Dec - Scott Overcash 
Jan - Daniel Overcash 

Lay reader Dec- Vinnie Duncan 
Jan - Johnny Karriker 

Council Member Dec- Scott Overcash 
Jan - Melinda Dabbs 

Acolyte Dec- MaryLynn Overcash 
Jan - 

Bible Bearer Dec - Wyatt Morrison 
Jan - 

Crucifer Dec- Gabe Holshouser 
Jan - 

Banner Bearer  Dec- Grace Holshouser 
Jan - 

 Flowers Children’s Church Front Porch Visits Breakfast 

Dec 25 Zinda Nesbitt NO Children's Church Donna & William Morrison NO Breakfast 

Jan 1 Kathy Haynes NO Children's Church Donna & William Morrison Tim & Jutta Beaver 

Jan 8  Jenni Ritchie Susanne & Mike Bebber Duncans, P. Beaver & K. Irvin 

Jan 15 Zinda Nesbitt Christy Yost Shirley & Joe Allen  

Jan 22 Zinda Nesbitt J. Sellers & S Foster Connie & Bill Cagle  

Jan 29 Henry Goodnight Che Morrison Elke & Fred Hawkins Council-Henry Goodnight 

Jan 1 Jason & Ashley Fisher, Delana Davis, Leslie Reed, Jack Reed 

Jan 15 Jason & Ashley Fisher, Delana Davis, Leslie Reed, Jack Reed 

  

    

Communion Servers in January 

 
TITHES & OFFERINGS:   

• Please write a separate contribution check for each 
fund/account.  

 

• Please write your name on your offering envelope.  
 

• The “General Fund” addresses all the 2022  
       budgeted Ministries, including Concordia’s  
       Outreach and Witness Commitments. 

• You can mail your contributions to the church.  
       185 Concordia Church Road, China Grove, NC                  
       28023 
 

• You can now give with the click of a button from 
our home page:  

       www.concordia-lutheran.org.  
 

• Just click on the Give Now button from the main 
menu and the self-guided  

       steps will walk you through the process.  

online  
Giving 
easy. fast.  

http://www.concordia-lutheran.org


 

 

WELCOME to those visiting with us today: Please take a moment to sign the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew, so we can welcome you by name.  
 

Thank you for choosing Concordia as your place of  worship this morning. We are glad to have you here! 

WORSHIP/MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITIES are in today’s bulletin and on the church website. 

MONTHLY COUNCIL MINUTES 
are emailed each month to members, 
available on the church website and on 
the table beside the elevator. 

PEW REGISTERS: Church records are important for our church history. Please complete the pew register book  
located at the end of the pew & pass it down the pew. 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table at the back of the Fellowship Hall 

The bus committee met this last Sunday and Lee Goodnight stepped down as chairman of the 
bus committee and Jason Ritchie was elected the new Chairman. If anyone that needs to reserve 
the bus, please contact Jason Ritchie at 704-202-4975.  

THANK YOU CHURCH FAMILY for the wonderful opportunity to spend time with those I've missed for a very long time. You'll 
never know how much I appreciate your gifts and all the goodies.  Love in Christ, Carolyn Howell 
 

THANK YOU  everyone for the generous and useful Christmas gifts. Becky and I had a wonderful time at the Christmas Open 
House. Nancy Karriker 
 

TO MY CONCORDIA FAMILY, I would like to thank you for my Christmas gift. And thank you to the Youth Group for 
your Christmas caroling. Merry Christmas, Zach Smith 

 

Annual Blood Drive 
Sunday,  January 8 

11:00am-3:00pm 

Upcoming events: 
 

December 26 and 28 – 9:30am  “Fit for a King” exercise classes 

December 25 and January 1 – No Youth Meetings 

January 2 – Eat Healthy *Be Active Community Workshop 6-7:00pm in 
 Friendship Classroom 

January 2 and 4– 9:30am  “Fit for a King” exercise classes 

January 8 – Annual Blood Drive – 11:00am-3:00pm in Fellowship Hall 

January 15 – Blood Pressure screenings in Parlor 


